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Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Oct. 17, 2012
Question 1: Buying a Property on Mortgage
From: Lubna
Assalam `Alaykum. I want to know about fatwa's that talk about buying a property on mortgage
in western countries. Can you, please, guide me in that regard? JAK, Wassalam.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
ear Sr. Lubna
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
It is based on general needs of Muslim families for buying homes to live in. this need is genuine
in Most Western countries especially USA and Canada because areas of family houses may have
adequate schooling, safety and better utilities. It was discussed in a conference held in Detroit
in the Fall of 1999 and was attended by Skaikh al Qaradawi. A similar Fatwa came from the
European Council of Fatwa.
Of course it is conditional on lack of Islamic finance (meaning with similar conditions) and for a
house to be used as residence not for investment.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: paying for house painting while it is to be demolished
From: Adeeb
As-salamu `Alaykum. We are vacating the house where we stayed for rent, as our house owner
is going to demolish the whole building to construct shopping complex. According to rent
agreement when we are vacating we should get the house painted but as the house is being
demolished so there is no need for painting. Even then the owner has told us to pay money
needed for painting to him. Is it not haram for owner to ask for money to paint when he is not
going to use it for painting as he is going to demolish the whole building?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Adeeb
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I believe it is Haram for him to claim an amount from you for painting and not use it for the
same. It may also be illegal in most countries check with a lawyer in your area.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin

Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------Question 3: Islamic house mortgage offered by guidance financial
From: Hasan
Assalam Alaykum dear Sheikh. Jazakum Allah Khair for taking time to help us out with our
finance related Shari`ah questions.
My Questions:
1. I am currently……………………………………; a Shari`ah based home financing company for my
home payments. I read the following articles at the very renowned Muslim blog site:
http://muslimmatters.org/2012/03/26/halal-mortgages-misuse-of-taqi-usmani-fatwa-andother-important-questions/, where a predominant scholar (Sh. Yasir) has spoken a bit
negatively about the Islamic home mortgages. I am very confused now. Because I really thought
this is only way out from conventional mortgage. I took a lot of effort and put a great amount of
my savings to refinance with Guidance thinking that I am going in the right direction. Please,
help.
2. Is investing in Shari`ah mutual funds like Amana is a good thing.
3. Is it permissible to have a retirement plan? Would it contradict from the fact that we should
rely on Allah for sustenance and should not plan a lot on money matters for dunya?
4. What is your suggestion in taking part in the 401k plan offered by employer? Jazaka Allah
Khair. Hasan.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Hasan
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I believe that you should only seek Fatwa from people who are qualified to give it in area of
their specialization. You are right in your house finance the way it is and the claim that the
contract is deficient is incorrect.
I cannot recommend any investment fund because this is not a fatwa, this is investment advice.
But Amana and several other funds are Shari’ah compliant yet you still are required to ask them
about the percentage that is needed to be given to Islamic charity as purification because they
invest in companies that are not fully committed to Shari’ah, i.e., .
Retirement plan is definitely permissible and rather recommended. It falls under the advice of
the prophet, pbuh, that we do the best we can and then have Tawakkul on Allah because
nothing happens without his permit.
For 401K, I suggest to take and benefit from the matching privilege in it. remember that you
have to purify your return because you may not be able to close investments that is Shari’ah
compliant.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------Question 4: Zakah Calculation

From: Sarwar– Bangladesh
Dear brother, I want to know the calculation of Zakah of a share; price of which was Taka
(Bangladeshi currency) 100.00 at the time of buying. But now market price is Taka 1000.00. I
am not person who lives on buying & selling share/bond. This share is remaining with me for
years. Regards.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Alam
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
In this example the amount of your wealth is 1000 not 100. The 100 is simply history. You are
1000 rich. The amount which is subject to Zakah is the current price on the day when your
Zakah is due for calculation and payment.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*******************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Feb. 18, 2013
Question 1: Murabahah, How Does It Work Correctly?
From: lhamdouchi
As-salamu `Alaykum. I am a student from Morocco preparing a Master in Islamic Finance. My
question is concerning Murabahah; some scholars criticizes it because when you present to the
bank for buying a car, the bank goes to the car maker and buys it plus a margin. So, they
consider it same as interest. Ibn `Abbas used to practice the right Murabahah, which means
that the bank should have bought and have already on her asset car (stock of cars), has does
not have to wait until the buyer comes to the bank and ask for the car, once the customer is
presenting for the purchase the car from the bank:
1. The bank has to hold the bills cars.
2. The bank must show to the potential buyer the bill and bargain with him or her for the
surplus (ribh), am I Right?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Elham
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
You are right when Murabahah is done by a car dealer. A car dealer knows what cars to buy and
have already studied the market. he buys cars on his own initiative (this this can be true at the
time of Ibn Abbas) and wait for a customer who likes this car and start negotiating with him.
But live and economic and financial relations have developed and overgrew that situation. Now
we have a new function in the economy called financial intermediation. An institution which
collects the savings from surplus units and gives it to deficit economic units who need them in

their business or for their consumption goods.
In other that this context we can argue and proof that this function is very useful, rather
necessary in any economy of large number of people as it is today everywhere. Financial
intermediaries cannot be expert in all trades. And even if they can still cannot buy all goods that
all businesses and consumers may need be financed, and even if they could buy all that it is
wrong to do it because they play with the money of depositors and doing that means taking a
big over load of risk which is a kind of betrayal of the depositors. The question is: if this function
is to be done in accordance with Shari’ah whereby the Islamic bank is an agent (Mudarib) of
depositors, it must reduce risk to a minimum without losing Shari’ah legitimacy.
Let us ask what legitimize return is it ownership or price risk and liquidity risk (taken by a
merchant when he buys goods on own decision and wait until the customer comes like Ibn
Abbas as you said)let me put the question in a different way: if I can separate price and liquidity
risks from ownership does that makes me not owner or does that makes the price I sell for not
legitimate. The answer is: only property risk, not price risk and liquidity risk, is what makes
profit legitimate. This is why IBs only buy after they get request and promise, i. e., they secure a
buyer and a price. This is fully and completely Shari’ah compliant because ownership is the
cause of profit not price risk or liquidity risk.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: Accepting Commission / Gifts
From: Ayaz
As-salam Alaykum. I work as procurement engineer in a contractor firm. My duty is to find
suitable subcontractor/supplier/manufacturer for different jobs/works and then acquire
quotations from them and then negotiate with them to have maximum benefit for company.
The best offer is recommended from my side to my management head to approve the
recommended or other competitors.
In the meantime if a subcontractor/supplier/manufacturer offers me some gifts or commission
to allot some job/work to them, is it acceptable?
It is to be noted very clearly that neither do I forced the subcontractor/supplier/manufacturer
to give me something nor does the company lose anything, as all the figures are open to
management head and the recommended subcontractor/supplier/manufacturer is complying
with company policy. Please, advise. Jazaka Allah. Ayaz, Kuwait
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ayaz
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
In such businesses there are many practices that are hazy and this is one of them.
Accepting gifts from such sub-contractors on occasions such as Eid or the like with the
knowledge of the management of your company is permissible while as you said gift to give
them business, i.e., whenever it related to a new bid or expected bid is extremely hazy. In such
case what I would do is to consider such gift to the business itself rather than to your person

and either use it by your company’s workers offered to all of them or add it as an income to the
business. Personal gifts are inappropriate and Haram to give if the intention is to get a favor
from you in the business (even if that favor is not actually given). It is incorrect for you to take it
without knowledge and approval of your management. I do not want to say it is Haram for you
to take because of what you said that it does not affect the selection but without your
management knowledge it is very close to Haramin my opinion.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------Question 3: How to Calculate Zakah of Price-Unstable Assets?
From: Abdullah
As-salamu `Alaykum. If I have some money (savings) and at times I withdraw from it and at
times I add to it such that it reduces below the Nisab (Zakatable money) sometimes and at
times it goes above it; do I count the year period by the length of time I have an amount up to
the Nisab? For example, if the Nisab is 2000 and in October I had 1500 and I added to it and by
January, I had 2300; but by March I had withdrawn and I now had 1800. Do I qualify to pay
Zakah in this instance? Please, clarify. Jazakum Allah Khairan.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Abdullah
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The Hanafi school solved this matter long ago (remember the Hanafi school was actually in
implementation in real life more than any other Mathhab both in period of time and in
geographical area): If you have Nisab at a point of time you are required to pay Zakah 354 days
after that point if you have Nisab then or more. Nisab is about US$1500 in my opinion
nowadays. On Ramadan 4 you got Nisab for the first time. This is the beginning. You got more
after that and you also came down to 800 several times but on Ramadan 4 the following year
you have 1500 or more, you are subject to Zakah on the total amount you have at 3.5%.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------Question 4: Zakah on residential land
From: Mohammed
As-salaamu `Alaykum. I’m Mohammed from Bangalore, India currently located in Singapore. I
have a question regarding Zakah. I come from a Tamil Muslim family from Indian State of Tamil
Nadu. My family consists of my wife & my 2-year-old daughter, along with my 25-year-old
younger brother & my parents.
We have our ancestral house in my home town registered in my father’s name which was built
25 years back. Apart from this house, I purchased an additional empty residential land in my
name during Dec. 2011 with an intension of later building a house for my sub-family unit

(myself, my wife & daughter). The site amounted to INR 550,000 during Dec 2011& now values
800,000.
Please, advise if I need to pay Zakah for the site which I purchased. There is a confusion among
us, since the ancestral house property is in my father’s name, & the site is in my name; some of
our family members say that, since I’m married & have a family of my own and since the site is
registered for my separate family
unit, there is no need to pay Zakah for the site, as a house falls among the basic necessity of life
which requires no Zakah. While others say, the site is bought additional to our ancestral
property & hence Zakah should be paid. We are hence confused. Please, advise what needs to
be done with references from Hadith on this situation.
Do take note that although I’m married, we all live as one joint family together in a rented
house in Bangalore. But myself, my wife & daughter are temporarily in Singapore from last 1
year & will be staying here till end this year, Insha’Allah.
If the Shari`ah ruling is to pay Zakah for my additional site, also (which is registered in my
name), please advise if I should pay Zakah for the initial amount of the site or should I pay for
the current increased amount? I don't have any other property in my name other than the site.
Secondly, please, advise if Zakah is applicable for electronic goods like I-pad, mobile phone &
vehicles for personnel use. Your early Fatwa is highly appreciated since I’m already due more
than a year of purchasing all the above commodities. Wassalam
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Salin
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
This land is not subject to Zakah as long as it is a first step to have a house of your own,
everyone is entitled to choose to live in a house of his/her own even if he/she is single. There is
no Hadith on such details but there is overwhelming evidence that a house to live in is not
subject to Zakah. If you change your mind and gave up the idea of having a house of your own
to live in and decide to sell this property, then you pay Zakah one time as if for past year only
when you sell. Iphone and personal computer and Ipad are all not subject to Zakah as long as
they are for actual personal use, some people may also have two of such instrument and still
not subject to Zakah as long as they use them both on personal basis.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 5: Gifts from persons who bought the using other people’s credit card
From: Suhur – United Kingdom
As-salamu `Alaykum. I got a gift from some of my husband’s relatives. But then I have found out
that those gifts were haram. It’s a gift used by other peoples’ card online and all I want to know
is: what shall I do to those gifts? Shall I throw them? It’s two make ups, and two bags. Please,
reply me back as soon as possible. I had argument with my husband about this issue and he
knew about it has really broken my heart. Please, any advice will do.
My Answer:

Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Suhur
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I am trying to analyze it: it is a credit card theft or it is goods theft. The goods definitely were
not stolen. This means you did not receive stolen goods which are still owned by the true
owner.
But on the other hand credit card theft cannot be done except buy buying goods with it. it once
happened against me personally when a thief got a credit card issued in my name and I was
during the same in outside the USA. Now the goods bought in my case were lost by the seller
because he was determined negligent by issuing a new credit card without asking for an ID that
verifies the personality of the person to whom the credit card is issued.
What I want to say is: credit card theft may be equal to goods theft and in this case the
presence of the goods in your hand makes them illegitimate. But again you do not know the
true owner. My best solution is to give them to a charitable organization which give them to the
poor and needy. Definitely it is wrong to accept them knowing their source. Your husband
needs a Tawbah and Istighfar. And those who did it need advice and reprement. In addition to
Tawbah.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------Question 6: can Zakah be paid to divorced sister with a child?
From: Faheem– India
My sister is divorced and has a girl child (father is not taking care of the child). She, along with
the child, is staying with my parents who are taking care of their needs. However she has no
source of income and is dependent on my parents for all other requirements such as child
schooling etc. She holds gold jewelry above the prescribed 'Nisab' and is liable to pay Zakah. My
question is: can I give my Zakah to my sister?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Faheem
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I say No because you are responsible to help your parents in this new burden they have. further
you are responsible for your sister even with the little jewelry she has. Every woman is entitled
to some jewelry even above Nisab. the needs of your sister and her daughter who has nobody
else to spend on her are like your personal and family needs. You are responsible for her and
can’t take that out of the Zakah that is due on you.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf

----------------------------------------------------------------------Question 7: how much Zakah on checking account?
From: Umer –Canada
I have money in my bank account since more than a year or 2; how much will be the Zakah on
it? It’s my checking account and although I am using as a daily transaction, but I got interest
from bank as well. Kindly tell me how much is Zakah on it.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Umer
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
You are subject to pay Zakah since the day you got Nisab (approximately equivalent of US$
1500). If you have Nisab or more after 354 days after the first time you acquired Nisab is you
Zakah due date. It is 2.5% of the amount you have, do the same after another 354 day and
repeat every 354 days. Remember Zakah is the third PILLAR of Islam and it is the sister of
prayers.
The receive interest should be given to Muslim charity or to poor persons directly, it is Haram
to keep it within your ownership.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------Question 8: Giving Zakah on monthly installments
From: Anjum –Canada
Salam. I know about the Zakah but wanted to know a bit more. I have amount to give Zakah to
the lady who is very poor who stays in the village where it’s not permissible to give huge
amount to her, due to no good circumstances.
I just want to know that if I do the niyah of Zakah and give some money to her for `Eid
celebration and keep the rest of the money in separate my account and give her monthly for
the whole year for her benefit. Will this be acceptable for Zakah else? Please, advise.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Anjum
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If you know that this lady really deserves Zakah and it is better for any reason to give it on
several installments, it is permissible as long as it is better for the poor. I have a better
suggestion for you: pay the past due Zakah to any deserving and start paying in advance on the
current Zakah year to this lady on monthly installments. By the end of your Zakah year you
would be close to have paid all the due Zakah. Then when you calculate the due amount for
Zakah you only pay the balance. This way you are not delaying a due Zakah which is Haram you
rather pay it in advance.
Wa Allah A’lam

Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 9: debt to a deceased grandmother
From: Carrie Canada
Assalam `Alaykum. I came into Islam about 3 years ago. Years before I entered into Islam I
borrowed money from my grandmother. I want to pay my debt to her but the problem is she is
now dead. How do I pay my debt to my grandmother now? Do I pay it to my dad, the closest
living relative, or do I donate it in my grandmother’s name? (can I do this as she was NOT
Muslim)? I was told I cannot enter into Jannah if I have outstanding debts. Can you, please, give
me suggestions of what I should do?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Carrie
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Paying a debt to a deceased is done to her heirs. Your father may be the only one but you need
to determine your grandmother heirs on the day of her death. These are her children and
husband and parents.
You may not make a Sadaqah for a deceased non-Muslim.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------------------Question 10: taking commission on a friend’s buy
From: Umar – Canada
I am a used car dealer. I had a car advertised at 7500 $. A guy came, looked at the car, drove it
and then told me that he has a buyer, his cousin, who is looking for the similar car. His budget is
8500 $. He asked me to put a sign of 8500 $ as a sale price just for 2 hours while bringing his
cousin. He told me that he will do the bargaining with his brother and will bring the price down
to 8000$. However after the deal, I have to give him 500 $ as his commission. Is that ok from
Islamic point of view?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Umar
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Definitely no.
Some people make that mistake. When you bring a person on trust basis that you are making
him a help, it is cheating to take a commission from his behind. Of course one may work on
commission. In this case the customer (in this case his cousin or brother) must know that he
makes a commission from you for it. this commission in fact must belong to the cousin not to

the person who asked you to do this trick.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
**********************************************************
Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session MARCH 6, 2013
Question 1: Someone who consumed Riba
From: Yusuf
As-salamu Alaykum, onislam.net. I sent my question on what is the ruling on someone who
consumes Riba. Is it enough for him to stop consuming it or is he going to give out as a charity
the amount he consumed?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Yusuf
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The principle is that any amount obtained in Riba (here I am specific that is amount given as
Riba not a person who work in a Riba organization and not any amount given by a Riba earner
for buying permissible things, renting office, etc.) must be returned to the payer because it is
still belongs to the person who paid it. if a person you took from him an increment of a debt or
a loan you must return that amount to the same person, it is still his property.
Of course this is in addition to repentance to God and seeking His forgiveness.
The exception to this principle is if Riba is obtained from a Riba based institution such as a
conventional bank. in this case you do not return it to the bank but give it rather to Muslim
charity or poor and needy because returning it to the bank adds more to the evil of Riba.
I believe we should create the habit and courage to give it back to payer and train ourselves to
do it.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: Travel Insurance
From: Majeda
As-salamu Alaykum. Is it permissible to have travel insurance? How about the person who has
cancer and is going to Saudi Arabia to perform `Umrah?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Majeda
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Majority of scholars are of the view that insurance, of all its kinds, is not permissible because of

the Gharar (unknowability). A majority say it is permissible. When Islamic insurance is not
available and one feels it is necessary to take insurance one may take the minority view but if
you feel it is not no important, better avoid it. whether it is for Umrah or any other travel it
makes no difference. I personally do not consider travel insurance that important.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------------Question 3: Buying homes on interest in Canada
From: Qamber – Canada
I was wondering as there is no other way to purchase a home other than through interest in
Canada. Is it rightful that we purchase home on Interest? Many Muslims are doing that, so is it
right?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Qamber
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If you need housing in Canada and there is no Islamic finance available, it is then permissible to
go for conventional finance. this a question each person should check between him/her and
God. I know in Canada there are several venues to get Islamic finance including the Assiniboine
in Manitoba. There are others Islamic finance institutions in Ontario.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 4: Islamic Banking
From: Burooj – Pakistan
Many people are looking for the Islamic banking for their daily needs in search of interest free
banking. I am not sure, myself, whether today's so called Islamic banking is ok or not in the light
of Islamic laws.
Many people have different views about it; many say that it is Islamic and many more say it is
not Islamic. I want to take a loan from an Islamic bank for the purchase of a property. Please,
advise.
From:
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Burooj
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I am of the view that Islamic banks are in fact Islamic, some of them may make some mistakes
as you do and I do. They do not give loans they give finance for housing through sale or lease

contracts.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------------Question 5: Multi-level marketing
From: Diana – Indonesia
I have many Muslimah friends selling Oriflamme products and earning wealthy bonus. I kind of
worried because they recruit other Muslims to be their down lines by persuading them they'll
get money, car and foreign travels. How does Islam see Oriflamme multi-level marketing?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Diana
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Multi-level marketing which goes for several layers have a serious problem of connectivity. You
may have brought customers but definitely you did not bring the second line and people down
them in this multi-level. What moral justification to earn from the effort of second level and
other levels down them. On the other hand I don’t know what does this Oriflamme sells and
can’t say anything about its products and transactional relationships until you explain them in
clear terms,
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
************************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session MARCH 14, 2013
Question 1: Is It Ok to Eat Non-Halal Food in Uk
From: Laura – Female – UK
As-salamu `Alaykum. I have recently been talking to a converted Muslim of 10 years about
halal/haram foods. (I also converted 4 years ago). She is Salafi Muslim, I am Hanafi. I do not
know much about the difference and to be honest, I had never heard of Salafi until the other
day! She informed that she eats from McDonalds, KfC and Burger King here in England. She
buys non-halal beef and lamb from supermarkets.
She does this because we are in a Christian country, so she says it is ok because she does not
know how the animals were slaughtered. She says it is very cultural to eat only halal foods. Only
the Asians eat halal and the Arabs know best so they eat food from 'people of the book'.
I do not feel comfortable with what she has told me. I feel she is wrong to eat non-halal when I
know she has a halal butcher close to where she lives. From my understandings, yes we can eat
non-halal if there is nowhere to buy halal meat. And yes we can eat haram if we are starving
and there is no other food. But if we have the option, then we must eat halal.
Am I right? There are some weeks I cannot afford to buy halal meat, or I just can't get to the

butcher for a couple weeks. So I go without meat until I can buy it. With regards to other foods,
I will read the ingredients, if it does not say vegetarian, I will not eat it.
This person I have spoken to, will eat food that does not say vegetarian even though she knows
a particular ingredient is animal derived. As she informed me about a jelly I was asking her
about! Also she quotes Skaikh Ibn ‘Uthaymeen a lot, saying she gets all her information from
him.
Please, can you settle this for me? Just for my own piece of mind that what I am doing is the
right way or am I doing wrong? Thank you in advance.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Laura
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Explaining the whole issue requires several lectures but I will try to give a very very brief
summary: the Qur’an and the Ahadith came in Arabic language, these are the sources of our
Shari’ah no doubt about it. These texts very often have several meanings in many miner issues.
This is an expression of the mercy of God that He left many details to our understanding. The
issue of meat is one of them. the Qur’an permits eating the meat of Ahl al Kitab. Some Scholars
took it with the condition that they slaughter same as our way and mention name of Allah at
slaughtering some others took it without any conditions. Let us trust each other and let anyone
select the view she/he feel more comfortable with, as long this view is authentic. In fact this
view that she expressed is not the view of Ibn Uthaimin himself it is the known view of the
schools of Shafi’i and Hanbali. What is much more important though is NOT TO ALLOW SUCH
DIFFERENCE NEGATIVELY AFFECT OUR SISTERHOOD/BROTHERHOOD. So that we continue love
each other, respect each other and live together. If you eat Halal according to hanafi view, she
eats halal too according to Shafi’i view and if she invites you and offer food her way you should
accept it and vice versa. We must remove such frictions from our relations and realize
brotherhood through diversity rather than conformity. Following any of the respected views in
Fiqh is not better or worse than following another respected view in Fiqh.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: Selling electronics that may be used for Haram
From: Ali – UK
I am a deputy manager working in an electronic store that sells laptops iPods, speakers,
cameras, headphones etc. I know some things like mp3 and iPods are very likely to be used for
haram things. I don’t sell these myself but am responsible for sales people selling more and
more of these. Is my income halal?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ali

Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Yes, your income is Halal InShaAllah. You are selling a tool that is used by many people for many
good and informative objectives. Some of them add to their use other things that are shameful
it is their problem not yours. Even when you sell them these tools yourself your work and
income is still Halal. This is not like selling porno videos, that is Haram for itself. anything in life
can have some abuses by abusers, do we stop selling everything?
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------------Question 3: Selling Backgammon-Chess sets
From: Abdullah - UK
As-salamu `Alaykum. Is it permissible to sell backgammon/chess/checkers boards in nonMuslim countries? The same board can be used to play all three games. Jazaka Allah Khairan.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Abdullah
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Most people play these games for entertainment not for gambling, especially children. Yes it is
permissible to sell them and sell their boards because they are normal games that are used by
majority for permissible entertainment. It is not Haram to sell them and the Ahadith that are
reported about their prohibition are weak or meant for associating them with Majalis al Lahu
(nightclubs situations). Of course it is Haram to go to a nightclub to play such games because of
the bad and morally demeaning environment in such places.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session April 15, 2013
Question 1: money received from insurance
From: I V
Christian woman and Insurance System
Dear Sir, peace upon you and the mercy of Allah and His blessings. A Christian woman worked
for two years and one month. During this time, she contributed to the obligatory insurance
system. When she applied to receive money from the insurance system, she told the
government employee that she was inscribed as a student. She was told that in this case she
would not be entitled to receive money from the insurance system. The employee filled out the
form in a certain way, and the woman signed it. She did receive money from the insurance
system after that. The woman became a Muslim later. Does she have to return the money that
she received?

My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear I V
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The question is not clear. Is it that she took money she was not entitled to under the system
because she lied to the official? Lying does not change a reality, it she was not qualified and she
took money because of lying, she is required to return it and if that is difficult morally, legally or
socially the least is give it to charity.
If she took them money she deserves according to the system or she was a student and a
worker at the same time, so that the lie is not a reason for getting it. she just enjoyed what she
got and nothing to be done.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------Question 2: working in a car company
Hasan – Egypt
Working in a Car Company
I’m an accountant. I work in a car company that sells cars in installments; they just sign the
contract with the customer and then he deals with the bank. Is this contract halal. Also, is my
income halal? Or should I change I change my job?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Hasan
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
You did not explain how the contract is done your words “just sign the contract and he deals
with the bank” is so vague.
Your work and salary have nothing to do with the Haram is you sell cars and the customer gets
finance from the bank on his own.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session MAY 15, 2013
Question 1: Treatment of Financial Support to Sister as Zakah
From: Patwary – 40 – Male – Bangladesh
Dear Sir, I have a sister who is divorced with 2 kids. She has some income from savings.
However, she is dependent on my parents, myself and my other sister for financial support to

run her family.
She is residing in one of my houses, which I could otherwise rented for some income. We are
not unhappy to support us, but I was wondering that in this case can I treat the following as
Zakah?
1. The cash support that I provide to her,
2. The assumed rental income of the house property.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Patwary
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The answer is NO. she is your sister and she has no other support except your family. Those
among you who are able are required by Shari’ah to support her as if she is a part of your inner
family. You cannot use Zakah for relieving yourself from family duties. You (all family members
who can do it) need to spend on her like you spend on your wife and children. Her children are
the responsibility of their father and his family, still you cannot consider what you may give
them as Zakah unless her ex-husband and his father and brothers are poor, then spending on
her children becomes like giving those poor guys who could not shoulder their responsibilities
toward their children. In this case only what is spent on her children only can be considered out
of your Zakah (because unlike your sister they are not your own responsibility). In all
circumstances residence given to her cannot be counted as your Zakah because you cannot
benefit yourself (receiving rent) from your own Zakah.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------Question 2: Buying a house on Riba
From: Umm Karem –Canada
Salam `Alaykum. My question is concerning Riba. My husband wants to buy a house. He has no
problem with paying Riba. He has no fear of Allah nor belief in any punishment. As for myself, I
fear Allah's punishment as He has clearly made Riba haram. I am trying to go with Ijarah loans.
My question: Is Ijarah loans halal? Or do they also get there funds from interest source? Jazaka
Allah Khair, may Allah reward you for your answer.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Umm Karem
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Ijara loan is Riba. it is no better at all that conventional mortgage. It is conventional mortgage
for a trust they create for you and the trust rents you. But in fact the trust is you no change. It is
only a legal trick because under Canadian loan the trust is considered independent from you.
This is not correct according to Shari’ah. If you need housing and there is no Islamic finance
available (I know there are some companies and the Islamic Housing Cooperative in Canada

who give Islamic finance but their conditions are kind of difficult) or it is not accessible to you
going for conventional mortgage (Riba) is permissible on the ground of needs.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------Question 3: Silver and gold ring for male
From: Owais– 24 – Male – India
As-salamu `Alaykum. I wanted to know whether wearing a ring of silver, of which some portion
is made of gold is permissible for a Muslim man or not. Is the ruling the same if the portion of
gold is mostly invisible (I mean too small to identify separately)?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Owais
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
This is not a financial question. But why going into hazy area. Gold is prohibited for men and
that is it.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------Question 4: sale of what you do not own
From: Asad - 27 – Male – Pakistan
Dear Imam, As-salamu `Alaykum. I work in an internet company where we do sales and handle
all consumer related issues. My question is: when we sale a company's product, we get
commission. As mentioned in stock exchange related question one Hadith that Hazrat
Muhammad (PBUH) said we cannot sell an item unless we own it. Does this make my job
controversial?
Secondly, when customer makes a late payment, he is subjected to late fee. Is late fee an
interest? Should I look for another job? Jazaka Allah.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Asad
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Selling item on commission is permissible. Sale of what one does not own applies to specifically
identified thins such as you cannot sell my car because you do not own it or you cannot sell Big
Ben because you do not own it. but sale on description of products of other companies for a
commission is permissible as long as you have arrangement with the producer to deliver.
Fines on delayed payment have interest elements in them. from the fine you can recover any
out of pocket expenses caused by the delay. If the delay does not cause any out of pocket

expense or if the fine is larger that such expenses the difference is Riba and should be given to
charity. It is Haram to earn it.
If your company does not abide by this, it is your responsibility to advise it about it. But if the
main line of business is permissible this is no reason for changing job. You can still be in this job,
do not collect this fine yourself and your Salary for the right work you do is InShaAllah Halal.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------Question 5: Ijara Loan Canada
From: Muhammad–Canada
Halal Mortgage
Is Ijarah Canada offering halal mortgage? Where they are fixing it 4% or whatever for specific
time period or keeping variable mean it will go up if the bank rate goes up and calling it lease
rate.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Arshad
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Ijarah is Halal for housing we all rent at some time of our lives. What is called Ijara loan in
Canada is not Halal it is a trick to take money from you. Ijarah with conventional banks is also
permissible provided the contract should not have any non-Shari’ah compliant clause. In Ijara
the rent can be variable for future month and can be tied to any external variable including
interest rate in banks.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------Question 6: to whom we give interest money?
From: Nadia – 36 – Female – Canada
Salam. I had opened a GIC with my bank 15 years ago not to make money on it but to put it
away for emergencies you say. I have never personally used any of the interest money it has
gained nor was that ever my intention only to save the initial amount.
Who or what place is the interest money best given to, for example an Arabic school to pay off
the rent of the building or my aunts in Lebanon who are sick with little money or random poor
people I know it is not to be used to feed or cloth people?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Nadia
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh

Best is to give it to poor and needy. This may include food and clothing to them. If your aunts
are poor (meaning their needs for living including medical expenses are more than what is
available to them) it is better to give it to them because this means ridding yourself of it and
helping a relative. Otherwise general poor better than any Islamic school because schooling is
responsibility of parents.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
-----------------------------------------------------------Question 7: Is Health Insurance Permissible in Islam
From: Ather– 30 – Male - Saudi Arabia
As-salamu Alaykum. Dear brothers in Islam, I would like to ask you a question whether the
health insurance is permissible in Islam or not. As I am an Indian National & residing in
Dammam, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia since last 2 years but every time when I renew my
residence permit simultaneously I need to renew my health insurance else my residence permit
cannot be renewed & its mandatory here. My Father says that is haram & being in Islamic
country it's strange.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ather
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Mandatory insurance is permissible. whenever it is not obligatory some scholars argue that all
insurance contracts, unless necessary, are not permissible because of the Gharar contained in
them. the alternative is Takaful. Therefore when it is not obligatory if Takaful is available it
should be taken instead of insurance.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------Question 8:
From: Raheel– 45 – Male – Canada
Clarification on Ijarah Loan Answers
This Question is for Dr. Monzer Kahf; You have two different opinions on Ijarah Loan, I am
quoting both of them here. If Ijarah Loan is doing direct contract with you without loan
conversion from bank then how it is going to work.
If you, please, clarify your both answers that will be highly appreciated. Thanks.
Ijarah Conversion Product Question: Is Ijarah Conversion Product halal? Ijara is providing the
Shari`ah compliant mortgage conversion in Canada. I have also got the Skaikh Mohamed Umer
Esm.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in

Dear Br. Raheel
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I never contradicted myself. At the beginning I did not want to give view waiting for details.
When details came to me I determined that Ijara/loan is a trick and Haram to pay the money
for it because it does not change a bit in the loan. i.e., putting the interest-based loan in the
name of your trust and then the trust gives you Ijara does not remove you from the Haram. You
are still the one who pays interest and who have the conventional mortgage with the bank even
if it becomes in the name of the trust because the trust represents you.
Ijarah finance is certainly permissible whether it ends with ownership or not. This is a different
matter. Ijarah is a well-known contracts in classical Fiqh as well as in contemporary Islamic
banking. It is permissible.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------Question 9: Donation to non-Muslim charity
From: Fareya – 17 – Female – Canada
As-salamu `Alaykum. There is an organization called the World Partnership Walk which is run by
the Agha Khan Foundation. As the Ismailis aren't considered Muslims, and they pretend to be,
is it okay to donate to them? If I give donations to a non-Muslim charity, I don't feel this, but
because WPW portray the wrong name of Muslims. Is it still acceptable to give them donations,
as they say they are using them for good? But what if they're using it to fund their lies?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Fareya
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Donations can be given to anybody as long as you are sure it is going to be used for a good
cause. Of course, giving donation to an organization implies making it your agent to reach the
objective you assign your donation for. This requires a high degree of trust in the organization
itself.
For Zakah, it must be only given to individual poor or to Islamic charity that distributes Zakah
and you trust it for it.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------Question 10: Age qualification for Zakah
From: Ninna – 18 – Female – Finland
As-salamu `Alaykum. Is there any age when one must start paying Zakah? When it must be paid
(month)?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim

Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Ninna
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
No age because even minors are required to pay Zakah, either themselves if they are after
puberty or through their guardians. The criteria for Zakatability is having a Nisab (# USD 1500)
and passing of one lunar year, if you got 1500 and 354 days passed you are then required to pay
Zakah on all the money and other Zakatable items at the rate of 2.5%. of course there are other
and more details for Zakah on income and agricultural products and livestock, etc.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------------Question 11: Ijara Loan
From: Taghreed – 35 – Female – Canada
As-salamu `Alaykum. I'm planning to buy a house here in Calgary and I'm looking for Islamic
Financial. I found one on the internet which is Ijara Loan, but how can I make sure that the
really follow Shari`ah and not actually dealing with Riba? And is there any place known here in
Calgary that follows Shari`ah in financing buying house? Please, if there, inform me, because it
is very difficult for me to find house to rent as we are a big family so buying a house is really
necessity for me. Thank you.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Taghreed
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Ijarah loan is not Shari’ah compliant. It is a bluff.
Check with other sources especially the Islamic housing cooperative.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------Question 12: investment in mutual funds
From: Shakeel
As salamu Alaykum . Is it permissible to invest in a sector index mutual fund which has invested
7.19 % of its assets in financial companies? Jazaka Allah Khairan.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Shakeel
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
You need more info than this piece. % of Halal in other companies in the fund. I assume it is an

indexed fund with actual holdings of companies’ shares. Then add up all the non-permissible
assets and non-permissible income. If the total is not more than 1/3 of total assets of the fund,
and if total non-permissible income is no more than 5% of total revenues, and if these
companies, in total, do not leverage more than 1/3, then it is permissible to invest in this fund.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------Question 13: Multi-level marketing
From: Ismaili
As-salamu `Alaykum Dr. Monzer Kahf ! My sister has been involved with a Multi-level marketing
business. She joined there using a loan. She borrowed 23,000 and it has a 20% interest. I just
wanted to ask if it is Riba. If her business is also Riba, what should we do to get rid of this?
Should we stop or is there another way? By the way, the business is USANA vitamins.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ismaili
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If these vitamins are not sold above market prices and if the chain of networking does not go
down too much it may not be not-acceptable business activities. But the loan is definitely Riba
based as you said it is at 20% interest.. getting rid of Riba is by paying the loan the soonest and
repenting from Riba with Istighfar and good deed.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------------Question 14: Zakah on money given for investment but returned later
From: Ahmad – Egypt
As-salamu `Alaykum. Dearest Dr. Monzer, I had a sum of money (24000 L.E.). I gave this sum to
a brother who works in the field of real estate and building. He told me that they are going to
build a block of flats and asked me to participate. So, I gave him this sum which stayed with him
more than a year.
Then he told me that the project has not been completed for some reasons. Now I took back
this money.
My question is: do I have to pay Zakah for this money? Thank you for your effort.
My answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ahmad
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Yes of course, is it not investment money that you intended to make profit of. But it did not

bring profit while still above Nisab and a Hawl had passed.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------------Question 15: inheritance from father in law
From: Azra
Salaam. Is it allowed for a widow, without any children, to receive any share of inheritance from
her deceased's father-in-law?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Azra
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
No, because she is not an heir of his as heirs are defined in the Qur’an. Even if she has children
she still does not qualify.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
***********************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session June 11, 2013
Question 1: Setting a price on life in insurance
From: Isra
Salam, I am interested in studying actuarial sciences, but a concern that came up, when
thinking about pursuing this degree was, Insha’Allah if I get hired with a company here in North
America to set a price for life insurance policies.
Since life insurance is haram, if I worked for that company doing that, would that be wrong
because I am encouraging people to take advantage of a haram service? However, that’s only
one side of the job, for bankers also have to advise people about interest, doctors have to
prescribe medicine with alcohol in it, etc. Insha’Allah this message reaches you in good health
and strong Iman.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br./Sr. Isra
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Let us discuss each matter alone and leave the worry of Muslim doctors and other professional
for them.
The actuarial studies are very useful and very much needed in Islamic finance especially in
Takaful (Islamic insurance) companies. I encourage you to study this branch of advanced

mathematics.
For career let us begin by first study the matter in depth then make opinions and judgments.
Life insurance is an issue that needs study and we cannot determine that it is Haram. First the
insurance contract itself, for cars, houses, merchandizes, life, travel, etc. is a new (in a sense
that it was not at the time of revelation or at times when the Fiqh writings flourished many
centuries ago) contract for Muslims. Over the last hundred years many Shari’ah scholars
discussed it and looked into its details and conditions. They came up with two different views
basically: 1) some scholars argue that it not permissible because it contained a large degree of
Gharar (unknowability) about some of its main components basically the date of accident and
amount if its damage (notice it is this unknowability itself is what makes this contract
necessary). And 2) it is permissible on the ground of general contracting principles as defined in
Shari’ah especially that it is a very useful contract in contemporary world. Of course the second
view has 2 conditions that the object of the contract must be permissible and there must be no
interest clause in it.
What is important is this discussion is that none raise a point that it is not permissible to
mitigate the risk (undesired loss because on a possible incident whose time and conditions are
not known). In other words, taking measures to reduce or diffuse the risk is permissible. This
made the basis for creating Islamic insurance in the name of Takaful.
This means that once we change the structure of insurance provider the contract becomes
permissible because all the kinds of insurance, including life, are permissible if they are
structured on a way other than “transferring or selling risk to another party.” Takaful is based
on cooperation between all policy holders to compensate anyone of them who is hurt by an
accident.
This long essay means that life insurance is not Haram when offered the right way. please do
not hustle to give Fatwa Mr. eighteen year old.
Al Takaful companies offer life insurance (the fact is: it is misnomer, it should be called death
insurance) and they name it family Takaful (the word Takaful means solidarity). Please notice
that insurance is not a gambling on the will of God and cannot change the chain of incidences, it
cannot change when a person dies. It is only a financial arrangement to help the family
members at the incidence of death or any other incidence in other kinds of insurance.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------Question 2: Aqiqah while under debt
From: Firoz – 31 – Male – India
I have a home loan; can I do aqiqah?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Firoz
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Yes, you can make Aqiqah and any other activity as long as you have a plan for the loan
payment. what is wrong is to spend on things that can be avoided when one is under due debt

and no other plan or resources for paying it other than the readily available fund.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------Question 3: Conflict Between Canadian Law and Shari`ah
From: Abdul Qader – 49 – Male – Canada
Salam. I was recently asked a question by a co-worker: what happens if there is a discrepancy
between Canadian Law and Shari`ah law? I understand, of course, that if the difference is
regarding the basics of faith then Shari`ah law would override, but what happens in the case of
something such as inheritance or finance, which law supersedes in Canada?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Abdul Qader
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
There is no conflict unless one puts oneself in an awkward situation. For instance, there is no
law in the world that forces you to borrow and delay payment. but Western laws , through
courts, force you to pay interest if you delay payment. there is no law that forces you to borrow
on interest but if you borrow on interest, it forces you to pay it. there is no law in the world that
forces you to distribute inheritance in a given way but if you do not make a valid last will the
law distribute the estate in a way that is very often in contradiction with Shari’ah. Also there is
no law that forces a special way of funeral and burial but laws in Canada give the surviving kens,
especially wife and children the right to determine these matters if there is no last will by the
deceased.
What I mean to say is that you can behave in accordance with Shari’ah while living in Canada of
the US provided you take appropriate action in appropriate time. But if you fail that then the
law interferes and may impose matters in violation of Shari’ah.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------Question 4: Rent to Own Home
From: Mohammad – 30 – Male – Canada
As-salamu `Alaykum. Imam shabb, I have a question in relation to buying home via subjected
option, or going into the leased based rent until deciding to purchase the home from savings.
Thanks,
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Mohammad
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh

Question is vague or does not in fact exist. Give an example in details.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------Question 5: Kaffarah
From: Mush – 23 – Female – Bangladesh
How many kg of rice do I need to feed to 10 people as kaffarah if I break a swear by Allah for
not committing a sin but I end up committing it?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr.
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I am not sure about Bangladesh. The rule is feeding 10 poor persons for one day (2 meals). I
suppose this may not be more than ½ kilo for the day, then it is about 5 kilos of rice. But better
check with a local knowledgeable person in your area.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------Question 7: Diminishing Musharakah
From: Khalif – 24 – Male – Kenya
Assalam Alaykum. Brother/sister, I’m a business boy and I recently decided to buy a truck
(vehicle) for transportation of transit goods but I couldn't manage to get enough cash and asked
a local Islamic bank to help me raise the amount needed.
The bank conditioned me to raise 30% and they take care of remaining 70% which I must clear
within duration of 2-3 years but after calculating the total amount I am to pay back after the
duration stated, it will be more than what they initially contributed. Is this a loan and what is
the Islamic stand on diminishing Musharakah?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Khalif
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I think you made the right decision by going to the Islamic bank to finance your truck, May Allah
bless and reward you. You did not mention the exact contract you got but it seems from
questioning about diminishing Musharakah that this is the contract you got.
You must realize and understand the Islamic principle in regard to finance. Shari’ah does not
prohibit finance and does not prohibited its reward. What is prohibited in one way of giving
finance that is by loans or debts. Therefore when finance is offered through sale (buying the
70% of the truck say for 100 and selling it to you on installments for 140) or through leasing

buying the same and lease it to you for 5 a month plus a condition that you buy a small portion
each month along with payment of rent. So that the rent declines and the part you pay for
purchase increases until you buy the last small portion, this is usually called diminishing
Musharakah) or through venture capital by creating a project together.
In other word what is prohibited is lending with interest because a loan does not create value
and therefore it is Haram to claim an increment (interest) on it.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
***************************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session June 25, 2013
Question 1: Taking Bank Interest
From: Meer
As-salaam `Alaykum. If some lady have no earning person, can she get the interest of a bank as
there is no Shari’ah in their country or area? Jazaka Allah Khair.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Meer
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The question is not really clear. Is she to get interest received on her own account or interest
from other persons who have bank accounts. also is she poor or simply no earning person.
Persons who do not earn may be rich.
A poor person, (has no money in the bank which earns interest) may accept interest earned on
bank accounts of others. But: 1) it is not permissible for any Muslim to intend to put money in
banks to earn interest. In Muslim minority countries which do not have Islamic banks we may
put the money in the bank for safety and convenience. In this case earned interest must be
given away to poor persons rather than leaving it to the bank.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------Question 2: Is 401k Allowed in Islam?
From: Saeed
As-Salamu `Alaykum. My company offered me 401k plan. The company will pay 25% what I pay.
So, I wanted to be sure if this is allowed in Islam before I participate to this plan. Jazaka Allah!
Saeed.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in

Dear Br. Saeed
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
401k is permissible with conditions: 1) you should chose funds for investment with least
involvement of Haram, interest and other Haram,
Wa Allah A’lam, and 2) you should estimate the percentage of Haram each period out of the
earning in the account and give it to Muslim charity or poor persons.
The part you save and the matching part contributed by the company are Halal to own and take
with you when you move on, this is the principal of this 401k account. Only the interest and
other Haram part of the return over the principal is what is Haram to take and should be given
to charity.
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------Question 3: Zakah on land bought for sale
From: Ahmed
As-salamu `Alaykum Bro. In 2010 May, Alhamdulillah, I have bought a piece of land for 8.5
Lakhs INR and in 2012 March, Alhamdulillah, I have bought a flat where my parents are staying
by taking an Islamic loan from Dubai.
Then, Alhamdulillah, I have sold my land in December 2012 and got 18.8 Lakhs then that whole
money was invested in other plot by thinking that 47500 rupees is for Zakah and whatever
profit I will get from 47500 will also be counted as Zakah, which will be given to my relative for
helping them in marriage which may happen, InShaAllah, in a couple of years.
As per today I have an Islamic loan of approx. 16.2 Lakhs and approx. 18.3 L have been invested
in some plot and 47500 rupees which is 1 year Zakah intention has been done.
Now in total, I have invested the money for 3 years ago and loan has been taken after 21
months. So, in total how much Zakah I have to pay and don’t forget 1 year Zakah intention is
done already and in second year at 9 month I have taken loan for flat where my parents are
staying in India.
So, whether second and third year Zakah has to be paid, if yes, how much? Regards.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ahmed
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Let me suppose that a lakh is 100,000.
The land you bought is apparently for sale as you actually did. On May 2011 (that is after 354
days from the day of purchase) you owe Zakah of 850,000x 0.025 = 85 = 21,250 unless you
know that the real value of it was more than the purchase price, if you know you calculate
Zakah on basis of real market price.
After another 354 days approximately shortly after selling it you owe Zakah of: 18.8X 2.5% =
47,000
You have no right to invest Zakah amount on behalf of the poor. This money is not yours.
Besides< is the marriage of your relative really deserving your Zakah payment. I suggest that
you should look at a deserving family, preferably relatives, and give them this Zakah and make

Istighfar for the delay and the wrong action of investment. If a loss happens, you have to pay it
from your own pocket.
The amount of loan you have on the flat is not deductible because you took it against your
future income and you will pay it out of future income.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------Question 4: giving interest money to needy persons
From: Mariyam
As-salamo` Alaykum. Dear Concern, I have a question? Actually I have a saving account & bank
transfer interest money into my account after a certain period. So, my question is: can I give
that interest money to some needy person? Because I don't want to keep that money with me
or do I have to open some other sort of account in bank? Kindly guide me in this regard.
Regards.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Mariyam
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The principle is: you should not use interest generating account unless the amount is relatively
large and there are no Islamic banks nearby. Earned interest is according to Shari’ah not yours
and you should take it from the bank (the interest practitioner) and give it as soon as it is
credited to you to a poor Muslim family or to trusted Islamic charity.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------------Question 5: Treasury Bills
From: Zams
As-salam `Alaykum, brother. I would like to know whether treasury bills are accepted in Islam or
not.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Zams
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
No. they are in all countries based on interest. This makes them Haram because interest is the
same Riba that is prohibited in the Qur’an.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam

Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------------Question 6: Value Added Tax
From: Ismael – 50 – Male – Viet Nam
There was some halal certification bodies open in Vietnam, and the government wants the fees
that we take during certifying goods process must have VAT tax enclosed. Please, let me know
how was the VAT tax acts in Shari`ah? Is it halal to take it? If yes or no, why? Thanks in advance!
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ismael
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
In countries which have resources other than taxes, such as oil countries, it is Haram for them
to impose taxes if these other resources are sufficient.
Countries which do not have other financial resources for running the government may impose
taxes as much as needed. When they do, they may have VAT, in such cases VAT becomes
permissible. But this is a civil matter determined by the law. This means that you may try to
avoid it without lying in any report but by using loopholes in the system and the government
may add a fine on you if you are caught avoiding it.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 7: Zakah on Gold while under mortgage
From: Mol – 23 – Female – India
As-salamu `Alaykum. I and my husband have a huge amount to pay as mortgage. I was
wondering about the Zakah that needs to be given for the gold I possesses.
Among the 70 sovereign, 30 are given for a gold loan. My doubt is that whether we are
supposed to give Zakah for the remaining 50 sovereign? If so, how much? Waiting for a helpful
and informative reply. Jazaka Allah Khairan in advance for helping me out.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Mol
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The mortgage that you have is a long term loan payable from your future income whether
salaries or business profit. it is not deductible from present Zakatable items.
Additionally, the loan you give to other persons is a part of your wealth as a debt which is also
subject to Zakah as long as the debtor confesses to this debt and she/he is able to pay it back
when due.
This means that if the only gold you have is this 70 sovereign they are all subject to Zakah at the
rate of 2.5%, you may pay it in kind out of the gold itself or you may look at the value on the
due date and pay it in any currency. Please notice that Zakah is due every lunar year. That is

every 354 days, the first round begins on the day you got an amount equivalent to 85 grams of
gold. Also notice please that gold is not the only item subject to Zakah, jewelry if they are
stored as wealth, investment in stocks and other s and debts on other persons among them.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------Question 8: Mortgage clarification
From: Attique
As-Salamu’ Alaykum wa Rahmatullah wa Barakatuh. Thank you for taking the time to explain,
may Allah reward you for this and guide us all Insha’Allah. I have attached the full documents
for you to review after taking permission from the brother who runs this program because I
needed to sign a NDA for these.
Please, look into these may be this will help in coming to a better conclusion InShaAllah.
Also then please advise in my situation that now I have the mortgage and I will not say I did not
know it is wrong but did not know and realize the depth of the sin.
I am married and have 4 children 3 sons and one daughter. I moved to Canada 3 years ago and
we rented a house and then later moved into the basement of the same house and finally my
business partner opted to get the mortgage on his name as I still do not qualify because
Canadian Status.
I do not have any assets or neither do I intend in making any money from this property.
To be honest the only thing it has provided is a sense of security not having the inconvenience
to move schools and houses all the time.
Could we have carried on renting from home to home I think yes it would have been difficult
but not impossible.
In Canada no other method is available currently unlike the UK where I moved from so any
advice would be appreciated.
Once again I appreciate your help in this matter
May Allah help you and reward you for all your ongoing efforts, amen. Jazakallah
Attique
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Attique
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I did not receive any document to review. But reading your email below again I like to warn you
against such kind of tricks for taking extra money. Converting a conventional mortgage into
Ijarah through a trick of trust does not make it Ijarah, it keeps it conventional mortgage but you
lose additional 2000 dollars. This is what used to be called Ijara loan Canada, may be they
changed the name into al barakah as a camouflage.
Your explanation seems to qualify you to apply the Fatwa that says if housing is important to
the family and there is no Islamic finance available you may go for conventional. However I
know several areas in Canada which have Islamic finance, there is the Islamic Housing
Cooperative in Toronto area and there is A credit Union Assiniboine in Alberta among others. If

you could not take Islamic finance from them and their likes or do not qualify for their
conditions, then taking conventional mortgage for reasons you mentioned in your email is not
Haram InShaAllah.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
************************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session July 11, 2013
Question 1: buying custom-confiscated booties
From: Dalia
As-salamu `Alaykum! Is it allowed to buy goods which were withdrawn at customs and are sold
by the government? Thank you.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Dalia
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Yes it is allowed. Governments in a democratic country, are permitted to make a choice of
custom system and impose it as suits the country. Violation of this system is a civil offence
which has certain penalties. These may include very often confiscation of violating goods and
selling them for the government treasury. There is no Shari’ah issue in my opinion as long as
rules are adopted in the country and published.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: sale of goods before they possess them
From: Hasan – Egypt
Some people sell goods in installment although they don’t have shops or stores; they just buy
the item for the customer and take the installments monthly. I mean they (the sellers) don’t
possess the item. Is this dealing allowed in Islam?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Hasan
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
You just said they buy it. if they buy it and take possession of it, even though giving agency to
their customer, they can sell it on installment at a higher than the cash price. One does not
have to have a shop to be a trader. It is permissible if they buy and take possession before they
sell. If they do not have full ownership, which includes possession, they cannot then sell what

they do not own or possess.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 3: Eating blood sausage
From: Anim
Dear Mufti,
As-salamu `alekum. My question is about eating blood sausage, or black pudding; is it allowed
during Ramadan or not?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br.
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
This question should be addressed to a food Shari’ah specialist. I am not. I know what is the
blood sausage in the United Kingdom, it is real blood and it is not permissible to eat blood
according to the Qur’an [6:145], this is Haram in Ramadan and outside Ramadan. There is no
difference between Ramadan and other days in regards to what is permissible to eat. I don’t
know what is black pudding, Wikipedia says it is just another name of blood sausage.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 4: interest loan by stock brokers
From: Asif– 27 – Male – India
Dear Sheikh, as-salamu `Alaykum. I used to invest in Stock Markets. I would like to confirm if
the following activity is permissible. There are two facility available-One Account –Normal
Account One facility they can provide additional fund to me and they will charge interest till the
time I repay it. In this my brokerage rate is low i.e. 0.15%.
Another Account – MTOF account (Monday to Friday Account). They can also provide me some
fund without charging any interest, but I have to pay them back by Friday of every week and
again from Monday to Thursday. I can borrow fund but I have to make it zero by Friday.
If I don’t pay it, they will sell off the shares in my account and recover their money. The
brokerage rate is higher compared to above i.e. 0.25%. This brokerage rate is applicable for all
trade even if I don’t take any fund and invest in shares with my own fund. Since I am under this
facility, the brokerage rate is flat irrespective I take loan or not.
Sir, presently I am investing in shares under MTOF account; I request you to confirm is it
Shari`ah compliant.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in

Dear Br. Asif
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
There are two points in this facility which each alone is a reason for prohibition. 1) it is a loan
for a higher commission. This is a form of Riba according to the rule that any loan which brings
any kind of increment to lender is Riba. 2) this is a loan for speculation, that is trading within
the week. I believe that while stock trading is permissible, speculation and any speculative
behavior is not permissible including day trading, week trading and any trading based on very
short term watching prices.
The way out is to buy on long term fundamentals and of course if this is the strategy you may
find yourself sometimes in need to a quick sale, it is not Haram as long as it is not speculative.
Finally I don’t know what is your Demat, but it has nothing to do with the answer as it doesn’t
matter which share you sell or buy in regard to the question.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
**********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session July 24, 2013
Question 1: Zakah on land purchased for sale
From: Rizwan
As-salamu `Alaykum. Dear Sheikh, We bought two plots (land) last year with an intention that
we would sell them one day (say after a period of 3-5 years) to buy a house. Or maybe we will
sell one plot and build a house on the other one. Currently we don't own a house and stay in a
rented house.
I would like to know if the Zakah is applicable on the current value of such land. Best Regards.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Rizwam
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
These two lots are subject to Zakah, they are bought for sale. By this you become as trader of
lands in regard to Zakah application. The amount which is subject to Zakah is the market value
every year when Zakah is due. You simply add this value to other Zakatable assets Past due
Zakah should be paid as soon as possible.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: Zakah on Acquired fund
From: Melissa
Salaam. May the blessings of the Almighty be on you and on all our brothers and sisters in

Islam.
I got some funds in early this year as a package, is Zakah due on it?
Is Zakah due on a home that is owned by the owner but they live in it?
If a couple is divorced and the house is under the husband name now, is he required to pay
Zakah on the house entirely even though when and if the house is sold in the near future, she
will receive a share of the sale price.
Should she contribute to the Zakah even though the house in not on sale at the moment?
Jazaka Allah Khayran.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Melissa
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
1. Funds that you got during the year are just incoming funds. On the day of your Zakah if
you are already a Zakah payer (or on the 354th day after you got Nisab [# US$ 1500]) you just
add all that you have, money, bank accounts, investments , saving accounts such are 401K and
IRA, etc. and multiply the total balance by 2.5%, this is the amount of due Zakah on you.
2. You own a home in which you do not live. If it is for investment its market value should be
added to the other balances as mentioned in 1 above. If it is to live in after the previous owner
leaves (such as you give him/her free few month to vacate) it is considered home and exempt
from Zakah. If you assign it as charity for poor people to live in free and the first such poor
people is the family that live in it now, it is not subject to Zakah as actually you are assigning it
to uses similar to Zakah.
3. A house owned by divorced couple. If it is their residence and presently under settlement
of divorce, both shares of husband and wife are not subject to Zakah. If it is an investment
property, each party is required to pay his/her own due Zakah calculated on market value as
mentioned above. It does not matter in whose name it is as long as they both know the share
of each one.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------Question 3: Pay-Day Loan
From: Rukaya
Salam. Is pay-day loan haram?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Rukaya
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
YES, undoubtedly. It is interest-based and at high rate of interest.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin

Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------Question 4: I Avoiding cigarettes and theory of money
From: Muslimah
I Don’t Smoke But Share the Money, Is It Haram?
As-salamu `Alaykum. Here is my situation and please be clear with me, can you tell me if it is
haram or halal?
The money that I got is from his salary. But his job produces medical aids, fabric and something
that is in cigarettes. What do I have to do? I don’t smoke and I don’t give a help in doing that.
But I do share the money with him. Is my money haram?
And please, if I get the salary from him, how can I avoid the part of the cigarettes while I know
that the field that he is working in is not only for that but for medicaments also.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sister,
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If you want a clear answer you are expected to ask a clear question. What do you mean by
sharing the money? Do you own a part of the business so that part of the money is yours, so
you take your share? Do you work for him and get paid a salary from his revenue? Or is he your
husband so you share his salary at home?
If you own part of this business, it is Haram to own any part of a haram business. Cigarette
producing or selling is Haram, its income is also Haram. You should change business or
eliminate that item from your line of business. For the past give to Muslim charity the you share
of cigarettes gross revenue (price of cigarettes not only their profit). and advise your partner to
avoid it too.
If you work for him, it is Haram to sell cigarettes or handle them (e.g. setting them on shelves),
you must avoid that. If you avoid that your work is InShaAllah Halal and your Salary is also Halal.
If he is your husband advise him gently to quit the cigarettes part and promote other items and
give to Muslim charity whatever you may estimate as coming from cigarettes, this must be no
reason for any family quarrel.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------------Question 5: Haram Money Mixed With Halal
From: Yazan – 27 – Male - United Arab Emirates
As-salamu `Alaykum. I hold a stock market trading account and there is a certain amount of
money that is for a friend of mine who also invested. However, my friend is choosing to invest
in stocks and doing transactions that are unlawful (haram in Islam).
My question is: since I am not investing my part with him, will my money also be haram since it
is in one account? Jazaka Allah Alf Khair and Ramadan Mubarak.
My Answer:

Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Yazan
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
As long as you use your money in Halal investments, having it mixed with his money in one
account does not matter at all. These are two separate funds, you are OK InShaAllah.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 6: right of husband in wife’s salary
From: Qudsia – 41 – Female – Canada
If wife is working, can husband take the whole money from wife without her will? If wife does
not want to give, how can she refuse? (Husband has very good income as well; basically he does
not need money from wife.) This question was asked by a sister. I did not know the answer.
Please, reply. Thanks.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Qudsia
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Income and wealth of wife and husband are completely separate from each other according to
Shari’ah. Husband has no right, whatsoever, to interfere in what she does with her income and
wealth. It is none of his business at all. This is the clear cut Islamic law.
How do you apply that in practice? Most Muslim men know that and they are very clear on it.
there are many who abuse their wives unfortunately financially and even physically. This is of
course prohibited but also any wife usually weighs the negative effect of resisting against the
pluses of her relation with an abusive husband. You may like to have family counseling with a
wise knowledgeable Muslim expert.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------------Question 7: Islamic Mortgage
From: Liaqat Canada
Al-amin interest free RRSP and Ansar Co-operative Housing Corporation Ltd. in Toronto Ontario
are offering Halal RRSP and Islamic mortgage. Are these two companies complying with
Shari`ah? Can I buy a home mortgage from these? Thank you.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in

Dear Br. Liaqat
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
To the best of my knowledge YES they are Shari’ah compliant. I looked at their contracts some
few years ago. I am not updated on their practices today but I assume they did not change. If so
deposit of RRSP and ERSP and other investment with them is Halal InShaAllah so is their
mortgage.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------Question 8: is Zakah every year or savings of retired persons?
From: Alamgir Canada
Any person passing retired life and dependent on his savings for routine expenditure, whether
he is liable to pay Zakah on the same amount every year, even if no other source of income?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Alamgir
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If he owns more than a Nisab (# US%1500) and a 354 days pass, he is subject to Zakah even
though this amount may be the source of income for such a person throughout the year.
Remember there are many people who do not have such assets and income!
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------------Question 9: Buying house in Canada
From: Naeem. Canada
As-slamu `Alaykum. I have a question about mortgage; is it permissible to buy one house for
ourselves on mortgage? I have heard but not sure that there is a Fatwa for this issue. Please,
advise. Jazaka Allah Naeem.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Naeem
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Yes and No. the principle is: if there is an Islamic finance available then no, one must take the
Islamic finance. If it is not available and one needs to buy for family, schooling, etc. then yes.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf

---------------------------------------------------Question 10: Saving Account to avoid bank charges on current accounts
From: Ahmed Canada
Can I open a saving account in a bank in Canada like TD or BOM or I must keep it in normal
account which sometimes they apply bank charges on it?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ahmed
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If you can avoid bank charges without earning interest that is the best. If you deposit large
sums, better put it in interest earning and give the interest to charity.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Aug. 6, 2013
Question 1: Zakah on savings to buy a residence
From: Muslim
As-salamu `Alaykum. I am married with one child and we currently rent a two bedroom
apartment. We are trying to save money to buy a place of our own as we do not want to get a
mortgage in order to avoid Riba at all costs.
My question is: do we have to pay Zakah on this money that has been saved whose unique
purpose is that of buying a home?
Just to be clear, the amount involved isn't large by any means, just enough to one day
Insha’Allah buy our own two bedroom apartment and not a huge residence. If we have to pay
Zakah, that's absolutely fine, but we don't consider this money to be extra wealth.
In a way it's the equivalent of our potential home. Your answer would be greatly appreciated to
clarify this question which is in my mind every year at this time. Many thanks in advance. Kind
regards.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br.
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
As long as this amount is still in the form of saving not committed to a contract with a third
party to buy whatever you want to buy it is considered cash saved and is subject to Zakah like
any other savings. You should remember that having this amount you are much better than
95% of the globe inhabitants. It is true that owned residence is exempt from Zakah but money
saved for residence is not because it is not yet committed (except in your mind as you called it
potential) to a house.

Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------Question 2: Calculating Zakah
From: Muhammad
Dear Muhtaram, as-salamu `Alaykum. Trust you are fine. I've two questions:
1. Is there any rule of maturing one-year cycle of the amount of money above Nisab while
calculating Zakah amount? Suppose I've the wealth that makes me Malik-e-Nisab and I
benchmark 15 Ramadan for calculating Zakatable amount. I earn a sum of money on 10
Ramadan. Should I calculate that amount earned on 10 Ramadan for calculating Zakah amount
for this year?
2. Should we calculate gold used as ornament for estimating Zakah amount? What is the Hanafi
opinion? Thanks.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Muhammad
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The answer to your first question is Yes. You must include this amount your earned before the
end of the Zakah year provided two conditions are fulfilled: 1) you have Nisab at the beginning
of the Zakah year, in your example on 15 Ramadan of last year, and 2) the amount you get (on
Ramadan 10) just before the end of the year is not committed to a necessary payment such as
your regular expenses until you receive following payment or a debt payment or the like.
For the second question gold jewelry is subject to Zakah if, added to other Zakatable items they
make Nisab on the day when you Zakah is due (the day 354th after having Nisab for the first
time and every lunar year then after). This is according to the Hanafi school.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 3: recipients of Zakah of al Fitr
From: Adam
1. Who can Zakah Al-Fitr be paid to? Is it to be paid to only Muslims?
2. Can I pay my Zakah Al-Fitr to children's home?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Adam
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Zakah al Fitr must be paid to poor Muslims, children or adults it doesn’t matter. It may be
channeled through Muslim charitable organizations such as Islamic Relief International

provided you send it with sufficient time for it to distribute before Eid.
I don’t suggest given it to children home unless it is specialized for Muslim orphans. It such a
case I suggest giving it in the form of food not cash because they may use it for other expenses
such as administrations and salaries. BTW, Islamic Relief distribute to poor Muslims if you tell
them that it is Zakah of al Fitr.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------Question 4: Zakah on Cash in Hand
From: Syed
As-salamualaikum. Dear Brother, I am in confusion regarding paying Zakah on cash in hand. I
usually pay Zakah on Ramadan. I am a service holder. Now should I need to pay Zakah on my
monthly salary that is accumulating from last few months in my account? Please, let me know
ASAP.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Syed
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
YES if you had an amount of Nisab last Ramadan and you have accumulated (as a balance now)
an amount of Nisab or more. You may deduct the amount you usually spend until you receive
following salary (out of this balance). This means that only the save part of salary is subject to
Zakah.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------Question 5: Purchase of House with mortgage
Mohammad Huda – 40 – Male – Canada
Is buying first house with mortgage allowed? I heard that buying a house for necessary is
allowed? What are the solutions? How can you help?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Huda
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Buying a house to live in for Muslim families in Western countries is permissible to be done
through conventional mortgage if the following conditions are satisfied:
1. the house is in reality needed by the Muslim family
2. there is no Islamic finance available or attainable
the argument is based on necessity or important need as Allah Sent down Shari’ah for the

purpose of making life easier and better not to make it difficult or hard.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------Question 6: Working at a Restaurant serving Alcohol
Hassan Ali – 17 – M ale – Canada
As-salamu `Alaykum. I recently got hired by this restaurant as a line cook. During my interview I
talked to the main chefs and the manager regarding if there is any way that I cannot associate
with the alcohol. This included carrying it, touching it, cooking with it, etc. They all said yes. I am
still afraid that I might be getting not halal money. (They really want me to work there too) I
really want to know. JAK.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Hassan
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If you work as you describe without having anything to do with alcohol you should be fine and
your salary should also be ok because the salary is for the work. Beside the income of such a
restaurant is mixed not all of it is from liquor sale. And the liquor sale is irrelevant to your job
and salary.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------------Question 7: declaring bankruptcy
From: Monika - Czech Republic
Loan From the Bank
As-salamu `Alaykum. Is bankruptcy halal or haram? Jazaka Allah Khair.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Monika
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Declaring bankruptcy for a person who really is not able to pay back debts is permissible, not
Haram. Fake bankruptcy is of course Haram. In case of true bankruptcy available assets are
distributed between creditors in proportion to their debts after leaving sufficient amount to
sustain the debtor.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf

-----------------------------------------------Question 8: Adding the amount of interest to sale price
From: Adlane– Canada
Fixed Interest Rate
Nowadays banks are offering different mortgage formulas to buy a house. One of these is: 10
years fixed interest rate. This is obviously Riba. If the bank agrees with this formula to add the
amount of the fixed interest cost to the loan and the borrower pay at a higher deferred
payment because it is a sale price not an increment in a loan.
As loans do not increase but the value of the house varies. Is this kind of agreement permissible
if the lender commits to pay the full amount of the loan in 10 years?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Adlane
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
You kind of confused the question by the words lender and loan and using lender instead of
purchaser.
Let us put it this way: what is Haram is an increment in a loan or debt. Increment in a price
because payment is not immediate is permissible because it is real and reflects the utility of the
house until payment is done. Variability of fixation of the increment is irrelevant to the
prohibition.
A sale agreement at a price higher than the cash price (the difference is calculated on the basis
which is similar to fixed interest) and purchaser pays in the future either one lump sum or on
installments is permissible and this is what is done by Islamic banks all over the world.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------------------Question 9: Islamic mortgage in Calgary
From: Fatima – Canada
Islamic Mortgage
As-salamu `Alaykum. I and my husband are planning to buy a house. In some of your responses
to Muslims of Calgary you have suggested Credit Union Assiniboine but they only provide
services in Manitoba. We have also contacted ISNA mortgage, Ansar housing, Nur-cop but none
have responded. Please, advice which other companies to consider for Islamic mortgage.
Thanks, Fatima.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Fatima
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I don’t other names but why don’t you and other sisters and brothers around you negotiate
with one of the credit unions to provide this service? If there is no Islamic finance available and

you exhausted this venue you may have to resort to the Fatwa of getting conventional
mortgage for the house to live in.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------Question 10: Saving Account & Checking Account
From: Wasim – Canada
As-salem `Alaykum. I want to know if it is possible to have saving account in Canada. Checking
account also critical, the bank will use my money for charge interest for others. In this case I am
participant for Riba. What can I do to evade that? JAK.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Wasim
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Take it easy brother, having bank account is necessity for anyone who live in US or Canada, it
has many services that we cannot do without, the least of it is security. Besides for small
amounts be assured that the bank loses money on the accounts but it has to do it because
otherwise it cannot get the big amounts. It is not Haram to have a current account if there are
no Islamic banks around. For saving you may open an account with the Islamic housing
Cooperative, it give some Halal return and helps other Muslims getting housing.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------Question 11: Banking Job
From: Usman
Hi, I work in a bank as a branch manager. I heard that my income is not halal as I am part of
promoting Riba (interest). I talked with few people and they have different opinions about that.
Could you, please, guide me? Thanks.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Usman
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If you sign interest based contracts and promoting them, this action is Haram. Any Haram
action its compensation is also Haram.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf

------------------------------------------------------------------Question 12: Work in a credit union
From: Amina –US
As-salamu `Alaykum. I work for a Federal Credit Union in the United States and have been
working there for the past thirteen years. Unlike banks, a Credit Union is a non-profit financial
institution which makes its money mainly from Fees and Interests on loans given out. I know
that taking interests is considered Riba. Does that mean my income is not halal since my salary
is from the profit that the financial institution is making through interests and fees? Jazakum
Allah Khairan.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Amina
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
You income depends on what you do much more than the source of revenue of the institution
that pays you. If you do permissible functions in the credit union, then your income is Halal
InShaAllah. If you sign interest based contracts on behalf of the CU or type them or promote
them, these are not permissible functions.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Aug. 21, 2013
Question 1: gift to wife
From: Azra Khan
As-salamu `Alaykum. My husband would like to give our home, which he purchased with his
own money, to me as a gift. Is this permissible? Jazaka Allah.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Azra
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
From the legality of Shari’ah it is permissible. But any action has other aspects too. If he has
children and/or parents and he intend by giving you the house preventing them from getting
any part in it should he dies, giving becomes Haram by this intention and it is reversible
according to Islamic law especially if he dies within a relatively short period after giving. Also if a
man is married to more than one wife he should make justice between them in giving and
gifting. Otherwise when there are no ifs giving a gift to one’s wife is a great rewardable by God
loving act. Gifts between Muslims especially husband and wife are always loving gestures as
mentioned by our beloved Prophet, pbuh.
Wa Allah A’lam

Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: Is Cultured Meat, Made In a Lab, Halal or Haram?
From: Denderawy– Netherland
Scientists in the Netherlands have developed meat in a laboratory after taking cells from a living
cow: "Cultured Beef is created by painlessly harvesting muscle cells from a living cow.
Scientists then feed and nurture the cells so they multiply to create muscle tissue, which is the
main component of the meat we eat. It is biologically exactly the same as the meat tissue that
comes from a cow.
Is this meat halal or haram to eat? Thank you for your answers! http://culturedbeef.net/whatis-it/
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sister
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
This matter requires a collective opinion by the Fiqh Academy. My initial input to such a
collective resolution is: we must notice that parts separated from eatable-meat animal are not
eatable. You cannot dismember a cow and eat parts of it while alive. If we consider taking
muscle cells from the animal a kind of dismemberment then the whole operation is Haram. But
taking a few cells in a syringe is quite different from dismemberment and does not hurt or
mutilate the animal. According to this consideration producing additional cell tissues from
these cells may be permissible especially if we add to it that this may become the future
technology of producing meat for the world growing population. This is only an initial thought
definitely not a Fatwa.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------Question 3: Work in a Money Market Company
From: Golam
As-salamu `Alaykum. I've a question: I am working a money market company, is it haram or
not? If it's haram, I leave it.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Aya
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
What determines permissibility or prohibition is what you do. In matters of Riba four actions
are Haram: taking it, giving it, writing its contracts and being a witness to it. this includes all
parts and ingredient of these four functions. Other activities such as handing cash by a teller or

serving the internet accessibility or the like are not prohibited. Money market company
undertakes interest-based activities if you do not do any of the prohibited sections or functions
your work is not Haram.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------Question 4: Women Doing Business or Online Course
From: Zainab
Salamu Alaykum. My question is whether it is essential for a woman to seek her husband's
permission if she wants to run her own business only with other women or do an online course
with her own money? What if the husband forbids her from doing either of these things, will
she have to obey him? Jazaka Allah Khair.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Zaynab
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
This is a very complicated issue and has many diverting opinions. My fundamental solution is:
either the law in a Muslim country, or the marriage contract (as the template I suggest which is
on my website www.kahf.net) MUST SPECIFICALLY MENTION THAT THE WIFE HAS THE RIGHT
TO EDUCATION AND BUSINESS AND GOING OUT OF THE HOUSE AT WILL.
Ulama has different views on these matters. I argue and believe that education at any level,
having a career and/or business and going out of the house at will are basic human rights every
wife must have and enjoy. It is wrong to consider marriage as a form of prison of house tenure.
I also believe that marriage does not include servicing the house or the husband. Marriage is a
contract on togetherness and intimacy not on service. This means that wife is not required to
cook, clean or do other house work. Husband and wife must share the house work and if the
wife does most or all of it the husband should verbalize his gratitude and thanks to her for
doing more than her share of it. While the husband is the head of the family to him general
decision making is assigned and for him general obedience is due, relation between him and his
wife is in Ma’ruf, which means what is known as good from both sides, not in orders and
obedience. Children are required to obey their parents, this is a different kind of relation
because children and parents are not. Husband and wife are equal in the level of their
relationship. It is incorrect to think that Ma’ruf for her means a kind of obedience like the
children.
For your case, as there are many prevalent misunderstanding in our society, I suggest that you
need to sit with your husband and solve these questions amicably. While my answer is that it is
your right to get education as you like it and to have a career and business of your choice (of
course all our talk is within the Halal), getting one’s right in a society over-ridden by misconception requires tactfulness and patience.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam

Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------------Question 5: Credit Cards and EMI Options
From: Muhammad
As-salamu `Alaykum, OnIslam. A credit-card offering bank with visa offers an EMI option for
online purchases on eBay, with no interest (as said in the disclaimer) charged for any number of
months opted to pay for the purchase, but a little amount as the convenience fee - as against
the purchaser opting for the EMI option other than the regular immediate payment option.
Would this purchase be bound within the Islamic Shari`ah limits or violating it? Please, explain.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Muhammad
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
EMI options must be explained to answer this questions.
The rule is: if the sale is effected for a given amount (equal to the cash-payment sale) plus a
determined fee for a given date of payment, this sale is permissible and does not include Riba.
on the other hand if the sale is concluded for a given amount with an option to delay payment
for a monthly fee this fee is Riba regardless of how small or big it may be.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------------Question 6: working in government tax office
From: Ahmed – Kenya
As-salaamu Alaykum. I work with Kenya Revenue Authority which is the main tax collecting
agent in Kenya and I heard that whoever deals with taxes takes haram. What does the religion
say about this? Thanks.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ahmed
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Kenya is a country which definitely needs taxes for financing its budget as it does not have
much of revenue-generating natural resources like the Gulf countries. In such countries it is not
Haram to impose taxes and working in such department is not Haram either. However some
taxes may not be fair which makes working in such areas not one of the best jobs from Shari’ah
point of view.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------------

Question 7: Clarifications on Calculating Zakah
From: N – UK
Dear scholars, Assalam-o-Alaykum. Please, clarify some questions for me about Zakah. I have
read through many questions and answers previously submitted but I will still appreciate some
more clarifications. Please, help me in the light of Hannifi Fiqh. Jazaka Allah Khair.
Some scholars say the Zakah should only be given on the gold/silver jewelry that is worn every
day or very often and the jewelry that is only worn occasionally and kept in safe but not
intended to sell is exempt from Zakah.
Other scholars are of the opinion that the everyday worn jewelry is exempt but the one in safe
keeping and occasionally worn is liable for Zakah.
Some scholars advise to give Zakah on all gold/silver jewelry regardless of that it is worn every
day or occasionally.
I have a good amount of gold jewelry, most of which is not designed for everyday use. I only
wear a very little amount of light gold jewelry and have not worn my heavy jewelry in the past
19 years except for once about 12 years ago.
I don’t have the intension to wear it or sell it. I am keeping it to pass it on to my children when
they get married, Insha’Allah. I also have some jewelry that was given to me as gifts which I
never wore and always intend to pass it on as a gift. I have been giving Zakah on all the jewelry
that I have (heavy, light and gifts). I am a single mother and recently my working hours have
been greatly reduced due to organizational restructure.
Alhamdulillah, I and my children live very simple lives and do not have un-necessary expanses
but I am finding it a bit difficult to keep on top of things. I do not wish to dodge my Zakah
liabilities but reading various opinions have somewhat confused me and also due to my recent
tight financial situation, I want to know the correct way for me, please.
Also, when assessing the current value of the jewelry I have always refer to the current
purchasing price of gold but I have now come to know that the selling price is different i.e. if
someone wants to purchase gold, they pay a higher price than if they were going to sell it; that
is they get lower price when selling.
I apologize for the length of my explanations but I hope that, Insha’Allah, it will help you to
guide me correctly.
My questions (after this long talking) are that:
1- Is it correct that I keep giving Zakah on all the jewelry in my possessions regardless of I wear
it or not?
2- Can I be exempt from Zakah on any parts of the jewelry, for example the one that is in
everyday use or the one that is in safe keeping to pass on to my children or other family
members?
3- Which price should we consider when calculating the Zakah, purchasing price or the selling
price?
I look forward for your kind help and correct Islamic guidance. Jazaka Allah Khair.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sister
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
According to Hanafi school, you are right in paying Zakah every year (354 days) at the rate of

2.5% of the sale price (on the day of Zakah) on all your jewelry as long as they are above the
amount of Nisab, no part is exempt. Some other scholars take the view that jewelry used every
day is exempt.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------------Question 8: Riba in Real Estate
From: Ishtiaq, US
Salaam. I wanted to look into becoming a bird dog for real estate investors, but first wanted to
make sure this was a halal way of making money. Basically what that entails is finding deals for
real estate investors, who pay you if you find them a good deal.
In no way would I be paying, taking or witnessing any Riba. However, the real estate investor
may use Riba to finance the purchase of a given property if I were to find them a good deal.
Since I myself am not taking part in Riba, nor advising them to use Riba, I'm unclear about
whether or not this would be haram. Would I be indirectly involved in Riba by doing this? I
want to make sure whatever money I am making, I am doing in a halal way. Thank you for your
time. Jazaka Allah Khair.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ishtiaq
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Rather you should be very clear! Didn’t you say that you will not be involved in any Riba. you
work as described and income from are Halal InShaAllah and if an investor uses Riba finance, it
is his problem and sin.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------------Question 9: Zakah payment on monthly income
From: SCB
Assalam `Alaykum. For monthly income should I wait 12 months before paying the Zakah on the
wealth that was accumulated during that period, or can I pay the 2.5% as soon as possible?
Thank you.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Skander
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
It is permissible to pay Zakah in advance. But remember Zakah is due on the balance you have
at the end of 354 days from the day you acquired Nisab and every 354 days then after, it is not

due on the total amount of income you receive every month. But any extra payment is
considered Sadaqah and highly rewarded by Allah InShaAllah.
a Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------------Question 10: value of Zakatable investment property
From: Nadir
Whether Zakah is applicable on flats let out on rent; what is the ruling for Muqtadi to recite
Surah Al-Fatiha behind the imam when the imam is reciting loudly or silently Please, advise.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Nadir
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I believe that Zakah is due on the sale value of rented properties every 354 days beginning from
the first passage of a Hawl on having Nisab. Whatever cash you got as rent goes into the cash
balances and such balances are also Zakatable along with sale value of rented properties.
I am not an expert in the Fiqh of prayers but I follow the Maliki school on this matter: when the
Imam reads loud I do not read al Fatiha and when he reads to himself only I read it.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------Question 11: Pay back loans after a long overdue
From: Abdullah – India
As-salamu `Alaykum. I am from South Asia and was master level student in a European
university. During my stay in Europe, I took loans from the Riba based banks. As soon as
finished my studies I came back and did not pay back the loan as I was so ignorant and thinking
to pay back later or whenever possible.
Allah guided me with good religious teaching and realized the importance of paying the loan
that is due. Now I am in a good position to pay back the money that I borrowed but I was told
that my case by forward to the court by the banks and file has been closed.
I am in no way to pay the loan to the bank as I did not live in Europe last 10 years. Could you,
please, guide me what I can do as true believer to settle this loan. Can I give this amount as
charity? Please, advise me. May Allah guide all of us in true path.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Abdullah
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I think you must write to the legal or collection departments of the Banks (the creditors) and

offer sending them the money due on you. If they refuse or give you no answer, you just make
Istighfar and whatever you give to charity is rewardable by God.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Sept. 3, 2013
Question 1: can Riba be permitted sometimes?
From: Mohammed
As-salam `Alaykum. In spite of stern warning from the Qur'an and the Hadith about prohibition
of Riba some `Ulama' still think in our modern day we can't do without it and have permitted
the taking of loans with interest to solve some pressing needs such as school fees,
accommodation, hospital bills, etc.
What is your take on this and for how long should we continue using Kafirs' system claiming it is
unavoidable while we are not doing anything to stop it? Does the Ummah have any long-term
plan to solve this?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Mohammed
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
When you talk about the Ummah, ask yourself about it. the Ummah is you and unless you and
me change the Ummah will not change. You make a difference and I make a difference like
every other member of the Ummah.
I am not aware that Shari’ah experts (Ulama as you called them) accept Riba-based borrowing
for paying hospital bills, accommodation and school tuition. I rather always suggest that
medical bills can always be paid on installments and you don’t borrow for them. school tuition
is not a reason to borrow you must use alternative means like work and study programs and
delaying schooling until be financially ready. Same for accommodation no bank lends you to
eat! Food should be sought through charities when one does not have it.
The Ummah has started establishing Islamic banks which to grow need your support!
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: disposing of interest money
From: Ibrahim
Interest Amount
As-salamu Alaykum. I am from India. I get some interest amount on my deposited money at
bank. What should I do with the interest (Riba) money?
My Answer:

Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ibrahim
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Interest money is not in fact earned because it is Haram as the loan contract (like bank deposit
contract) is not a source of generating income. Interest taken from banks must be given to
Muslim poor and needy or to Muslim charities which distribute to poor and needy, you don’t
need to tell them it is Riba and you will be rewarded InShaAllah for preserving your own money
from the filthy increment but it is not considered like Sadaqah.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------Question 3: Sending Zakah money to other countries
From: Naima
As-salamo Alaykum. My question is about Zakah; I live in the USA and I have to pay Zakahulmal. Is it halal if I send this Zakah to Morocco because there are a lot of people in need because
they are poor or do I have to pay this Zakah in the country where I live which is the USA? Jazaka
Allah Khair.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Naima
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The principle is to pay Zakah where the Zakatable properties exist. But this principle has
exceptions such as where there is more need in other locations, even if they are far away or
where one has poor relatives in other areas because paying one’s Zakah to poor relative gives
the payer double reward as the Prophet, pbuh, told us being on one hand fulfillment of Zakah
requirement and being kindness to a kin on the other hand.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------Question 4: Zakah on Flats Given on Rent
From: Nadir
What is the ruling if I am living on the rent income & that is the only source of income for me?
Do I have to pay Zakah on the rented properties? Jazaka Allah Khair
Whether Zakah is applicable on flats let out on rent; what is the ruling for Muqtadi to recite
Surah Al-Fatiha behind the imam when the imam is reciting loudly or silently. Please, advise.
My Answer:
Dear Br. Nadir,
I believe that Zakah is due on the sale value of rented properties every 354 days beginning from

the first passage of a Hawl (lunar year) on having Nisab. Whatever cash you got as rent goes
into the cash balances and such balances are also Zakatable along with sale value of rented
properties.
I am not an expert in the Fiqh of prayers but I follow the Maliki School on this matter; when the
imam reads aloud, I do not read al-Fatiha and when he reads to himself only, I read it.
Allah Almighty knows best.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Nadir
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
My opinion is still the same. A person who owns a real estate property and it is rented; the rent,
by its nature is added to cash balances and whatever is left of it at the end of Zakah Hawl is
subject to Zakah provided in the total of all Zakatable items then is equal to Nisab or more. Also
the sale value of the rented property is subject to Zakah. If the person does not have sufficient
amount to pay Zakah because all cash revenues are used for living expenses, then Zakah is due
but delayed without sin until the real estate property is sold or the person has other revenues
to pay due Zakah. This means that Zakah accumulate for past year until the person has means
to pay it.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------------Question 5: Zakah on Gifted Plot of Land
From: Nadir
As-salamu `Alaykum. Please, let me know what is the ruling for Zakah on a gifted plot of land
which I may sell later in my life? But for the plot I had not put any money to buy. It has been
gifted. Please, advise.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Nadir
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
You must remember that getting a gift is one of the ways of acquiring properties. Whether you
pay for it or not it is yours and you are wealthy by owning it. being from a gift does not make a
difference. If this lot is for building your own residence it is not subject to Zakah but if it is not
and rather for sale in the future it is subject to Zakah on the day of your Hawl and every 354
days then after.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------------

Question 6: giving a loan in other currencies
From: Mohammed
I live in a country where the currency is freely falling in value against the world major
currencies. Now a Muslim brother wants a borrow from me and I know for sure he will not pay
any time soon. Can I, therefore, convert to a hard currency say USD and give him the loan in the
USD to save myself from the anticipated depreciation of the local currency.
Secondly, I have just paid my Zakah in Ramadan and now a friend approached me for help to
pay his child school fees. Can I use part of my next year's Zakah for this noble purpose? Allah
SW bless you all.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Mohammed
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Yes, of course. You may contract him in US$ and ask for payment in US$. Notice you must
actually hand him the loan physically in dollar. At the time of payment you may accept any
other currency at the price of day of payment.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------------Question 7: sample loan contract
From: Mariam
As-salamu `Alaykum. Can you give me a format or sample loan transaction agreement that is in
consonance with Islam. The Qur'an asks us to commit loan transaction into writing. Many
thanks, Wassalam.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Mariam
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I don’t have one. But it is as simple as Here I borrow from you a loan of +++ in so and so
currency and I undertake to pay it on such and such date. If you want to add any security (called
Rahn in Arabic) you can add it as a clause 2. You can even make it certified at a public notary.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Sept. 17, 2013
Question 1: Islamic Mortgage

From: Mustafa – Canada
I am interested to buy a house in Saskatoon, but looking for halal mortgage. Please, guide me.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Mustafa
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I only know Assiniboine credit union having Halal contract and the Islamic Housing cooperative
and there may be some other companies that you need to search for them.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: Zakah on Gold Jewelry
From: Rifkie
As-salamu `Alaykum. I understand that Zakah is payable on gold jewelry, but I have heard a
certain scholar specifically mention that if that jewelry was received as gifts, then such jewelry
is exempt from Zakah Nisab computation, i.e. it implies that we pay Zakah only on gold jewelry
purchased by us. Please, elaborate on this point. Awaiting for your kind reply. Thanks.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Rifkie
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
There is no such statement that I am aware of. A property becomes owned by purchase or by
receiving it as a gift. Further when the Prophet, pbuh, told a lady that she should pay Zakah of
the bracelet he saw in the hands of her daughter he did not ask her whether they are a gift or
not!
Gold Jewelry are subject to Zakah if the total of it and other Zakatable items reaches Nisab and
a Hawl (354 days) passes, and then after every 354 days. However, there is a strong view (not in
the Hanafi tradition) that jewelry that are in use like cloth and other personal items are not
subject to Zakah at all.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------------------Question 3: what is interest? And what is hoarding?
From: Male – Pakistan
My First Question is About Interest
Please, give me the definition of interest in simple words which help me to understand.
My 2nd Question is about hoarding:

What is this and why this is haram in Islam?
Especially note for this question people give the example of Hazrat Yousaf Aalahe Aaslaam.
I hope this example help you to understand what I want to say you.
Waiting for your answers.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br.
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Riba that is prohibited in the Qur’an is any increment in a debt for whatever claimed reason.
this means that interest as we know on bank loans and on bank deposits if exactly included
under this definition. Of course this also includes any increment in a loan or debt (for its
postponement) between any non-banks persons.
Hoarding is keeping wealth unused in the economy but does not includes amounts one keeps
for future use. What Prophet Yusuf did was saving grain for future use as he knew (from what
Allah taught him) that there will be shortage in the coming 7 years. This is for future use and is
not hoarding. This is saving and permissible.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------------Question 4: Fiat currency
From: Sal
As-salamu `Alaykum. In general: when US dollars are created by the Federal Reserve, they are
loaned to banks at interest (Riba). These smaller banks then use fractional reserve banking,
where they can lend 9 or 10 times the amount of money they actually have, and they also
charge interest on top of all that.
So already, we can see that the US dollar is based on debt and Riba (which is haram). Also, all
countries of the world have their own currencies that is tied to the US dollar.
So every time we use fiat money, we are giving more power to this Riba based system. I'm not
taking about taking out loans from banks - I'm saying that every time we use US dollars/fiat to
buy something, whether it is using cash or credit/debit cards, we are in fact saying we
acknowledge this Riba based system as legitimate.
Do you think that using these interest based fiat currencies is haram? And if they are haram,
should not Muslim scholars be looking into gold backed currencies? If gold backed currency is
not a possibility in today's world, what about using an alternative currency that is NOT BASED
on interest (Riba) - such as Bitcoin?
Sources:
Thank you,
Salaah
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in

Dear Br. Dakhlalla
Your analysis of the fiat currency is incorrect. Fiat currency is not based on Riba, dollar and
other currencies. Fiat currency is based on the authority of government (central bank) to issue
currency by law. This is an authority that was practiced in Islamic history from the time of the
first Islamic Dinar around the year 70 of Hijrah.
Fiat money is not given to banks (although sometimes it is distributed through banks). Central
banks through cash in the market through either the ministry of finance purchases of goods and
payments of salaries (called loans to government) or through open market operation by
purchasing securities from the capital market. they also provide loans to banks. Even in loans
and in buying from the market debt securities (bonds) the principal is not Haram, the principal
is the amount of cash the central bank throws in the market. this is not Haram, if it is used for
Riba the additional amount (the Riba) is what is Haram.
Fiat money is much better than gold money, it is cheaper, and easier. Further now we passed
the age of fiat money into electronic money. There is no going back on human advancements
fiat money is a human advancement.
The issuance of credit by the banking system is a controversial matter. I personally go along
with the view that it is not in valuation of any principle in Shari’ah if it is done through Islamic
finance. The point is it is not caused by the act of lending on interest but rather by the banking
system being based on partial reserves; (banks are required to keep a small percentage of their
liabilities in cash form). 100% reserves is not a practical idea and it limits freedom of transaction
and reduces financial intermediation functions to become only safe keeping and bookkeepers.
This is a backward move in view of the important and developmental functions of financial
intermediation.
In Brief, nothing wrong with fiat money, it is not itself Riba based although it is lent on Riba
(corn can be lent on Riba; also remember that Riba was prohibited at a time gold and silver
were the currencies not fiat money! Gold has been lent on Riba this does not make gold
prohibited).
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Oct. 2, 2013
Question 1: Financial Help to Non-Muslims
From: Dzenana
As-salamu Alaykum, I find your articles very useful. Can you, please, post something on giving
financial help to non-Muslims who are in need, especially when you are not sure that they will
spend it on things that are halal? For example, if they need to pay off their debts - loans with
interest. Thank you in advance; may Allah reward you for your efforts.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in

Dear Dzenana
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Helping people is encouraged in Islam regardless of their faith, color or ethnicity. The Qur’an
and the Ahadith of the Prophet, pbuh, repeatedly mention al Nas  الناسwhich means human
beings in general, it doesn’t mean the believers only. In this regard I may remind us of the
Hadith that says “there is a reward in [helping] any living liver.” Which means any living
creature which extends help to all kinds of animals.
Giving charity to non-Muslim is included in the call of general help to all human beings. Of
course when you feel that the recipient may use the help for a wrong thing you may give your
help in kind or directly to the provider of service to the poor person. In this matter there is no
difference also between a Muslim or non-Muslim recipient. BTW, helping a person paying an
already contracted interest loan is good even though the help may cover the interest because it
is a legal obligation on the debtor.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: Zakah on Gold Jewelry
From: Rifkie
As-salamu `Alaykum. I understand that Zakah is payable on gold jewelry, but I have heard a
certain scholar specifically mention that if that jewelry was received as gifts, then such jewelry
is exempt from Zakah Nisab computation, i.e. it implies that we pay Zakah only on gold jewelry
purchased by us. Please, elaborate on this point. Await your kind reply. Thanks and regards.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Rifkie
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
There is no room for elaboration on a matter that is a pure fabrication. A person who claims
that gifted jewelry is exempt is required to produce evidence in support.
Jewelry receive as a gift is part of one’s wealth (properties), the Qur’an Says that Zakah is on
one’s properties [9:60], The Prophet, pbuh, when he saw golden bracelet in the hands of girl
instructed her mother to pay Zakah on it without asking her whether it is a gift or not although
it is expected that the girl may have gotten it as a gift from her mother or father or any other
person. Further, gift may also be given in other kinds of property, would that means that any
gift property is exempt from Zakah and what is the difference between gift of jewelry and gift
of money or share or cows. All these are subject to Zakah provided appropriate conditions are
satisfied.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Oct. 22, 2013
Question 1: Islamic finance by conventional banks, Zakah on received gifts
From: Ning
Banking
As-salaamu 'Alaykum. Dear Dr. Monzer Kahf, thanks for giving us opportunity to ask about
economics & financial issues.
My questions are following:
1. Banking; if a conventional bank sets up a new Shari’ah banking, can we join/ involving with
bank. We don't know the sourcing of the capital of a new Shari’ah bank. For example ABC Bank
& Shari’ah ABC Bank.
2. Zakah; if I receive a gift for example a laptop or get Umrah ticket for free, should I pay Zakah
when I receive it? And how many % from the value of that good?
3. When we work at the institution (state or private sector), we have to follow insurance
(conventional/not takaful), so should we use the facilities we get from the insurance company?
Please, give me clear & detailed answer.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Ning
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
1. It is permissible to have transactions with an Islamic branch or window of a conventional
bank. You do not ask the question where did you get you capital from at all as this is not any of
your business. Your concern is restricted only to the relationship between you and the bank
only and you have no right to interfere in what the bank does with other persons and
institution.
If you are in Malaysia, Singapore or any country which has Islamic banking regulations, the
central bank does not allow a conventional bank to have an Islamic branch or window without
appropriate accounting and regulations which include having independent accounts for the
Islamic transaction especially if the bank accepts deposit in accordance with Shari’ah. If you are
in other countries you need to be sure that the contracts offered are Shari’ah compliant in
reality. This is done by being sure that its Shari’ah advisors are of adequate knowledge and
reputation. There are conventional banks which offer only financing but do not accept
investment deposits in accordance with Shari’ah. It is permissible to obtain financing from them
because you can take a Shari’ah compliant finance from anyone. They need separate accounts
when they distribute profits to their depositors
2.
Zakah is not due on the examples you gave at all because they are personal and
consumable items. But let us suppose you got a gift of US& 1000 cash. You just put it in your
account and at the end of the Hawl (your Zakah year consisting of 354 days since last due Zakah
or the day you acquired Nisab which is approximately about US$ 1500) you add the balance of
your account to other Zakatable item and calculate the Zakah due on the total at the rate of
2.5%. Notice, whatever you used during the year is not included and whatever you earned
anew is added.
3.
If the insurance is paid in full by the employer, it is a part of fringe benefit and you can

accept it regardless of whether it is conventional or Takaful, it is not your who contracted it. if it
is fully optional and you pay for it, you may decline if it is conventional. If it is partially paid by
you and not optional, you accept it as an addendum to employment and it carries the
permissibility of employment in accordance with the axiom that an addendum takes the Hukm
of the main action/contract.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------Question 2: Conventional Loan
From: Sadiq (Maldives)
Salaam `Alaykum, my question is regarding conventional loan. If I took a loan from a
conventional bank (which normally gives with interest), but let's say my loan worth is $100k and
there is fixed 5% charge on loan by the bank.
So total amount would be $105 (loan + charge) for 5 years. Within the time frame I can repay it
by piecemeal basis, but the total amount ($105) will remain same for 5 years even I repay
quarterly. Bank don’t call 5% as interest but they say its administration or other charge.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Sadiq
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
You question is not clear. Conventional banks charge interest no matter what you call it. I am
aware that in Maldives you have a problem with words. Some people think that if you call
interest another name it become permissible. That is incorrect. But if the bank really charges
5% for the whole 5 years which means 1% per year, this amount does not cover its
administrative expenses.
Make you question clear and send it again.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------Question 3: leaving earned interest to the bank
From: Yusuf
Assalam Alaykum sheik. I am asking regarding interest in Islam. I believe its haram according to
surah Al-Baqarah. What if amount deposited in a bank earned certain percentage of interest,
the amount in the bank increased certain percentage due to interest earn.
My question is if I withdraw and consume my original amount and the percentage increased I
just left in the bank is what I eat Riba?
Secondly what if percentage earn the interest I send some relatives who are needy?
Thirdly is Riba means when you deposit your money in an a bank, the bank invests money into a
projects, gain a profit then bank returns my original money plus certain profit which me and
bank divide among ourselves is this Riba again?

My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Yusuf
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Whatever conventional banks give or take is Riba. Riba in any increase over the principal of a
debt or loan. Banks do not invest in project. What they call investment is loans for interest
given to projects. This interest is Riba and it is Haram. Banks do not make profit they earn Riba
(interest) on loans they give. And whatever they give to depositors is also interest, they do not
divide profit because there is no profit.
When you happen to earn interest from a conventional bank you should not leave it to it as this
helps it make more Haram, take it and give it to a poor person, relative or not. This is not
considered Sadaqah but you are InShaAllah rewarded for preserving your own money pure
from Riba.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------Question 4: presents from people who earn interest
From: Wayil
Interest Issue
As-salamu `Alaykum. What has to be done when a family presents us with some clothes or food
items, whose livelihood is based on interest (which is haram) or they make use of interest or
they work under that.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Wayil
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
You just take it either to you if it is a gift or to distribute to the poor and needy if it is charity.
They got the sin of earning Riba and you got the benefit of a gift or the poor got the charity. You
are not authorized by God to stand in control over what other people do or to investigate their
affairs and earning.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 5: meaning of interest in verse 130 of Surah Al Imran
From: Adeeb
Assalam Alaykum. The verse 130 of surah Imran mentions about usury or interest? Please,
explain.
My Answer:

Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Adeed
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
This Verse explains how ugly is interest as it may multiply with no valid reason because the debt
does not generate any new wealth. That is it. it does not say that only interest at a high rate is
Haram. Verse 2:275 says that Riba is Haram and Verse 2:279 defines Riba when it says that if
you want to repent from Riba you take back only your principal amount. It means that any
increase, large or small is Riba. Interest is then Riba whatever its percentage.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------Question 6: Investment in a Non Islamic Country
From: Anayat
Assalam Alaykum. In a non-Islamic country where no Islamic banking is available, how and
where a person having no experience of any business, after retirement from a govt., semi govt.
or private concern service can invest the funds received as retirement benefit .
Anayat Ullah Sheikh.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Anayat
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Obviously in real estate, in business of friends and relatives and in permissible shares of
companies that make beneficial products like computers and cars. One third of Muslims in the
world live in Muslim minority countries, you are not alone! In all countries today there are
many Halal opportunities and even many Halal investment funds and cooperatives.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------------Question 7: OSAP in Canada and housing mortgage
From: Fadi
As-salam 'Alaykum. Dears, Jazaka Allah Khairan for all of your efforts.
My questions are:
1) Is OSAP in Canada halal to deal with (it's a kind of grants and loans help students to support
their studies); if you didn't apply to get OSAP you will not be eligible for other grants &
bursaries.
2) When it's halal to get Mortgage to buy a house? Thank you, regards.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim

Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Fadi
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Please give more details I don’t know OSAP and will not look into its website because I don’t
give Fatwa on basis of webs.
Interest-based loans are Haram. They may become tolerable under necessity if they are
necessary. Students loan are not a necessity in US and Canada in my opinion because there are
other options including work/study.
In Canada there are several institutions which provide Shari’ah compliant house financing,
when a Muslim family cannot qualify for any such Islamic finance, it may become tolerable for it
to take conventional interest-based mortgage if it really need to buy a house.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------Question 8: Reward points in credit cards
From: Hasan
Rewards from Bank
Assalam Alaykum, Jazaka Allah Khair for providing access to Dr. Monzer Kahf to ask financial
questions.
Question: I use credit cards and pay off on time without having to deal with the interest. I am
planning on moving toward using debit cards in the future to be sure get much further away
from Riba based system, assuming that is the right approach. But so far by using credit cards I
have accumulated good amount of reward points which I am allowed to en-cash now.
Considering the organizations income is solely depending on interest, should I spend that in
charity and not use it for my own expense. Please clarify if my assumptions are right. Jazaka
Allah Khair.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Hasan
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
It is always good to give to charity and I wouldn’t advise not to.
These points are promotional point and are permissible. While it is true that most income of
credit card giants is from interest, the income from fees collected from merchants is substantial
and these promotions come directly as a deduction from these fees, this is why they vary
sometimes depending on what you use the card for. Besides, using a credit card with auto
payment does not entail any interest on your side and is in my opinion permissible. I don’t see
any reservation in using credit cards with the payment regularly within the grace period and
without using it to withdraw cash from machines.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam

Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Nov. 18, 2013
Question 1: working in a Western mortuary
From: Dalia
As-salamu Alaykum! Is it allowed for a Muslim man or a woman to work in a mortuary of a
Western state: to wash dead bodies, dress them, etc.? Thank you.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Dalia
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I don’t see anything Haram except in burning them because it violates the principle of Honoring
children of Adam. Of course the rule of covering the Awrah (part of body which should be not
uncovered to strangers) applies whether in Islamic mortuary or others.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: paying wife for intimacy
From: Dalia
Assalam Alaykum! Is it ok in Islam that a man pays to his wife for intimacy? For example, to get
more qualitative sex, etc.? Thank you!
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. the Prophet, pbuh, discouraged a man falling on his wife like an animal and He, pbuh,
suggested to start with a kiss or a touch. If a woman is induced by money why not her husband
takes this mean as similar to a kiss or touch. I doubt that a wife would feel comfortable with
that! But giving her gifts, in money and other properties is certainly encouraged by the Prophet,
pbuh, it is even considered Sadaqah as reported by more than one companion,
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------Question 3: Zakah On Retirement Investment or 401K
From: Amina
Assalam Alaykum. Do Muslims have to pay Zakah on their 401K even though the funds are not
available to be spent until after retirement? And if Zakah is due on a 401K, how does a Muslim

come up with the amount of money to pay for Zakah since there is no accessibility to the funds.
Thanks, Amina.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Amina
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Yes, the balance of these funds 401K, IRA and their likes should be added to other items of
property which are Zakatable. They are subject to Zakah. Zakah can be paid from other sources
like income, we all do that on jewelry and their like we don’t sell them to pay Zakah. But if a
person does not have sufficient other sources to pay from, it is not sinful to delay payment until
you liquidate these funds. When one liquidate should then pay all past due Zakah for all past
years. This means she/he must calculate each year and keeps records to do the payment when
they have sufficient liquidity.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------Question 4: Dealing with Star Capital Co
From: Mohamed
As-salamu `Alaykum. Please, kindly, find the link below and check if I can deal with this
company or not. http://starcapitalonline.com <http://starcapitalonline.com/>
Best Regards,
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Mohamed
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I don’t give Fatwa on basis of websites. Make your question in details and write it so I can
answer your question.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------Question 5: Renting a building to a bank
From: Khalid – India
Renting of Property
Is it allowed under Islamic Shari’ah to rent out the commercial property to a bank or financial
institutions to run their business. Also Residential properties to the banks or financial
institutions for their employees. The Rent will be paid by the banks or the financial institutions.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim

Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Khaled
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Yes, because you will not be involved in making any interest-based contract. and we do not ask
about source of funds when we sell people any good or service or usufruct. If a bank employee
does a Haram contract or action his earning is Haram for him but not when he/she buys bread
of a usufruct of a property from you
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------Question 6: eating Goat’s testicles
From: Khalid
Food and drinks
Is it halal to eat goat's testicles? Is it halal to eat crabs?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Khaled
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Ask this question to a specialist, my specialty is Islamic finance and economics.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------------Question 7: interest earned on bank deposits
From: Shumaila
Assalam Alaykum. My question is so simple and based on interest. My father was a government
teacher and died when we were children. My mother got about Rs. 1 and half lakh from his
providential fund. She distributed the money among us (brother and sisters) and deposited that
money in bank in some bank plan.
Recently we got this amount as double amount. Is this legal money? My mother used to say
that if she bought any jewelry or piece of land on that time, so she also got double amount this
time. Please, solve dis. Jazaka Allah Khair.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Shumaila
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
But there is a big difference one is Halal and one is Haram. Allah says that in the Qur’an Verse 2:
275.

Of course the reason is that money deposited in a bank account does not itself create any
additional value, even when the bank lend it and value is created by a borrower the added
value belongs to the borrower not to the bank of its depositors. This is in contrast to when you
buy real goods, these generate increments because they generate utility from their own and
utility is value.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------Question 8: selling domain names and offering website hosting
From: Muhammad
Online Business Halal or Haram
What are the responsibilities in selling domain names and offering website hosting? NonMuslim customer won't use the domain or hosting according to Shari`ah, will I be liable? Will
the money be 100% halal?
Second question on making money from advertising online. There is a website adf.ly which pays
for number of ads seen by my visitors. The ads are not images but they are whole web page.
Example: http://adf.ly/NyW3v <http://adf.ly/NyW3v>
If I make money and take 20% out before spending that money to avoid any doubts, will it be
good enough? The problem is I don't if I get paid for a website ad. shown about anything not
allowed is Islam, will I be liable? Will the money from that be 100% halal after taking 20% out of
it first just to clear doubts?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Muhammad
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Selling websites and advertisements of permissible thins is permissible. Selling website and
advertisements of Haram things depends on the nature of the Haram. For instance things that
are morally condemned such as porno, promoting worships of other than God, liquor , selling
webs for them or giving advertisement space for them is not permissible. On the other hand
promoting family values even with uncovered women, promoting sale of cosmetics even
though many users may use them in non-permissible ways even webs of banks and their
activities as Riba is prohibited not on ground of moral shame are not Haram although they are
not the best things one does!
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------------Question 9: Not Fulfilling Job Requirements; Status of Earning
From: T.S.
As-salamu Alaykum. I got into a discussion recently with a Muslim I know. By his own
admission, he does not always honestly fulfill his requirements at his current job.

For example, he will sometimes arrive late to his job or leave early and then claim to his
employer that he was completing some sort of task for work when, in reality, he was simply
sleeping at home. He then goes on to be paid for that hour he claimed he was working when he
was not.
I am an extremely elementary student of Islam and its Fiqh, so there are a few issues I would
like to raise.
1) Of course, we know that breaking our oaths as Muslims is completely forbidden. Would such
an arrangement, that of an employee and an employer including the terms of employment and
the duties of the employee, constitute such an oath?
2) Based on what I know, his earnings at least for those hours which he was not actually at work
would be haram because he was not actually performing the duties for which his employer is
paying him for because his employer pays him on the understanding that he was performing his
duties at work.
Is this correct? Would his earnings for those hours for which he claimed to be performing
duties for work but during he actually was not doing anything for work be haram since his
employer paid him based on his false claim that he was performing duties for work? Jazaka
Allah Khayran.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. T S
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
What you said is absolutely correct and I do not need to repeat it. I add to it two points, lying to
employer to get more money for hours not used for the job is sinful and Haram. The second
point: there is a low amount of negligence, mistakes we all do even in our personal matters,
these also happen by employees, that much negligence and mistakes is always forgiven and
considered part of the cost of employment.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------------------Question 10: Buying House on Islamic finance
From: Wajeeha – Pakistan
I need to ask this question which we have been probing for few months. As my father is
working and as well as my elder brother and to let you know beside their salary we don’t have
enough money to buy our own home as currently we are living in our uncle's house for past 9
years and soon he will ask us to leave.
So, our family is looking for a mortgage from an Islamic bank. Please, guide me: is this halal in
Islam to take a loan from an Islamic bank or not? Please, explain this matter in the light of the
Qur’an and Sunnah.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in

Dear Sr. Wajeeha
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Financing home buying from Islamic bank in Pakistan is certainly permissible. They finance on
either Murabahah or Ijarah ending with purchase, they both are permissible.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------------------Question 11: real estate agent helping a buy on mortgage
From: Sana – UAE
Regarding Mortgage in Business
As-salamu `Alaykum. I am working in a real estate company in Dubai as agent. Some people
come and buy the property through mortgage, so is it halal or haram for me as an agent work
with this buyer?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Sana
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Selling real estate properties is permissible and being an agent in this industry is also
permissible. It does not affect you whether a buyer takes a mortgage or not.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------------Question 12: Working as a Lawyer
From: Ramiz – UK
I am a personal injury solicitor. Is it permissible to obtain compensation for clients in personal
injury cases where the compensation comes from insurance companies?
Also, is it permissible to defend cases on behalf of defendants? In these cases the money for
defending the claims comes from insurance companies. This question is urgent. Jazaka Allah.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ramiz
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Both are permissible and where does the money come from does not affect this permissibility.
Of course you should be truthful in your injury claims.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf

----------------------------------------------------------------------Question 13: Inheritance for Children
From: Najah
My Father (Allah Yarhamo) passed on this summer and my mother is also elderly and now has
cancer. They have 13 children, of them 4 boys and 9 girls. They have always favored their oldest
son as he has 4 boys and have given him a lot of money at the boys’ birth. Yet the girls have
gotten nothing for their children.
My brother does not want to give the girls anything as he said my father did not like their
husbands although he was the person that chose them. Now maybe he wants to give the
Islamic way, because he knows he will get more this way.
Please, explain what is the right way? One of my brothers (Allah Yarhamo) has 1 son and 2
daughters, another brother has 2 sons and 2 daughters, one brother is disabled.
My mother believes that everything should go to the eldest son as he will take care of anyone
in need. He is very selfish and greedy and would not help anyone but his own family. What
should we do?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Najah
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I assume that your father had no parents who survived him. also I assume that the deceased
brother is one of the four buys. Also I assume that you live in a Muslim country not in a country
of community property like USA.
Accordingly the estate of the father, after paying al debts and overdue taxes and any expenses
of funeral, etc., is distributed as follows: 17/136 (1/8) to the mother although she is old and
has cancer, 7/136 (1/17 of the remaining 7/8th) to each of the 9 girls and 14/136 (double share
of a female) to each of the 4 boys. The share of the deceased boy is distributed to his children
applying the same rule, i.e., 7/136 to his son and 3.5/136 to each of the two girls. This
distribution is based on the Qur’an 4:11-13 and the principle of the share of deceased parent to
his children.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------------Question 14: working in a hotel as chef and cooking port
From: Sulely – Indonesia
As-salamu `Alaykum. Sorry if there was a question asked about the same concern that I'd like to
ask. It's about a friend of mine will marry a man that works in a hotel as a chef assistance. She is
worried about his salary is halal or haram as he cooks pork sometimes for the hotel guests. He
is a Muslim. Thank you for your attention and answer. We are looking forward.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in

Dear Sr. Sulely
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
His salary is not Haram but cooking pork or adding liquor in any food is Haram, if he does any of
that the price of his labor for that action is not Halal
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 15: Islamic second mortgage is expensive
From: Ahmed
AoA. I live in Canada and we are building a new Masjid in our area because we are in the
construction phase so we need a lot of money. Alhamdulillah, donors are doing a great job but
we still short on few hundreds of thousands. We tried to get an Islamic loan but we can’t
because they don’t give a loan for construction projects.
Now we came with the idea of getting second mortgage on some of our houses to get the cash,
we tried with several halal mortgage providers, but either they don’t have the money (we have
to wait few months and we can’t afford that), or they don’t provide second mortgage.
Finally we found one of them and they are willing to give us second mortgage, but they told us
they charge 12% rate for the second mortgage. We are not sure how if it is halal any way.
My question is, if we go to a bank for a second mortgage, we can get way better rates (around
4-6%) versus the 12%. And actually I see no difference between the halal source and the bank if
both are charging interest. Can we do that? Jazaka Allah Khair.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ahmed
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
My answer is NO. I don’t see that even a second mortgage is permissible to continue building
the Mosque. A second mortgage we allow it only for extreme need, otherwise is has a few
doubts about is Shari’ah compliance.
What is left for you is to work hard on collecting donations, pledges and loans without interest
for the mosque itself.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 16: Working as Security Guard at Bar and Gambling Venues
From: Kamran
Assalam `Alaykum. Brother, I have a question regarding working as security guard at alcohol
serving places and gambling venues; can I work there till I get other job? What is in Islam
regarding work at these kind places? Jazaka Allah.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim

Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Kamran
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
That is not a job for a Muslim. It is not permissible if the main line of business is a bar serving
alcohol or a gambling place. In a restaurant which also serves alcohol, a guard job is not Haram.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 17: Using interest to pay for car insurance
From: Di – Canada
As-salaamu Alaykum. Skaikh I would like to know if it is allowed to use interest from the bank
ONLY to pay car insurance. If not, then what can we do with it?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
ear Sr. Di
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
NO, it is not permissible because Car insurance is your responsibility and you cannot use
interest to discharge you obligations.
The only use of interest is to give it to charity preferably Muslim poor.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
--------------------------------------------------------Question 18: depositing money in a Bank and living on its interest
From: Siemone
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Siemone
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Yes, it is of course Riba and Haram. Does the mother want to feed her children and family from
Haram while the Prophet, pbuh, told that any flesh that grows on Haram will go to the Hell
Fire?
Alternatively, Bangladesh has several active Islamic banks, she should deposit this money in an
Islamic bank she choose and earn Halal profit, it is not less than the interest and the activities of
these banks are supervised by some Shari’ah scholars. Why going to the Haram banks? This
does not mean that it is OK in a country that does not have Islamic banks, but it means that it is
equally Haram in America, there we select other investments than just placing funds in banks.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin

Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
******************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Dec. 11, 2013
Question 1: Investment with guaranteed principal and a bonus
From: Iqbal
As-salamu `Alaykum, dear brother. I live in India. Here is an organization named Life
Corporation of India (LIC) where I have made an investment.
"I'm supposed to pay a premium of Rs 81000 per year, this premium I have to pay for 10-14
years, after the maturity period of 14 years I will get my money back with bonus which may
vary from double the amount that I have invested or zero investment depending upon whether
the company has made the progress (as per the version of company's representative).
However, in almost all the cases a person receives a handsome bonus."
Now my question is:
I have paid the premium for two years, (the organization rule is that you have to pay premium
for at least three years, otherwise you will get only 30% of amount of what you have paid.)
1- Please, confirm whether it is permissible in Islam to invest in such an organization & in such a
manner.
2- I have to pay the third installment; otherwise I’ll lose 70% of my paid amount.
3- Please, confirm from Islamic perspective whether I can continue with such type of business.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Iqbal
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I cannot answer this question unless I know in details what kind of business this company invest
in and what are all the conditions of the contract between you and the company. You did not
give me sufficient information to make judgment on it. It seems to me closer to insurance than
any other thing but I can’t be sure.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------Question 2: insurance
From: Abdullahi
Insurance Regarding Property
As-salamu `Alaykum. My question is: is it permissible for a Muslim to register with an insurance
company. Jazaka Allah Khair.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in

Dear Br. Abdullahi
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The word register is vague. If you mean to buy an insurance policy from an insurance company
the answer is no and may be yes sometimes.
It is no because insurance contracts with conventional insurance companies contain ambiguity
about cost and time of insured incidence which makes the contract void (this is a majority’s
opinion). The Alternative is Takaful which is based on a cooperative fund. this is permissible and
in Nigeria there are a few Takaful companies.
On the other hand, when Takaful is not available and insurance is necessary or quasi necessary
or required by law (as in car insurance) it is then permissible to take conventional insurance.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------------Question 3: Fixed rate charge by Islamic banks
From: Abdul Karim – Malaysia
As-salamu `Alaykum. I would like to know in Islamic banks where they say they follow the
Islamic rules and regulations but in reality what made me shock is when they give loan, they
charge the fixed rate as an interest but the name changes to profit instead of saying interest.
Could you, please, explain how I can know that a bank follows the Islamic rules and regulations
properly? Thank you.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Adbul Karim
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Islamic banks do not give loans. In Islamic finance banks buy goods and assets and sell them to
you on credit. They make profit the difference between the buy and sell prices.
Some Islamic banks in Malaysia give what they call personal finance. they use a trick of buy and
sell between the customer and the bank and claim it is not Riba. this is called either Tawarruq
or Bay al ‘Al ‘inah, it is purely Riba hidden in the name of sale and profit. this is Haram.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------------Question 4: working as chartered accountant
From: Hamza – UK
From: hamza
Working in Certain Companies
Salam. Insha’Allah, I hope all is well. I am in a dilemma. I am recently by the grace of my Lord
Allah qualified as a Chartered Accountant. I am so grateful for that. I am now in the process of
looking for new employment. However, I am confused as to whether certain industries are
haram or not to work in. For me industries such as gambling, banking, tobacco and alcohol are

not permissible.
However, recently I was contacted by a member of the head office of KFC as an accountant and
was totally uncertain as to working in this field i.e. fast food whose products are not all
slaughtered in a halal manner is permissible.
Though I would simply be the accountant and have no say in the food production etc., what is
the permissibility of working in this sector?
The same issue would be in if I was the accountant of a supermarket brand like Wal-Mart. I
would love a common scholarly view on this so that I can see what the general consensus is on
all this please.
Jazaka Allah and please keep up the good work. And make Duaa’ I find a great job.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Hamza
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Slaughtering methods used in UK are controversial among Shari’ah scholars. If you believe their
method is Haram do not work in such a place (because it means they are selling nonpermissible item which should be destroyed and can’t be sold and their income is accordingly
not permissible so the whole business is according to this view non-permissible). But if you
agree, like me, that this issue is controversial (which means that the business is permissible
according to some respected Shari’ah view), it is then permissible to work as accountant
especially that you are not in the meals procession part of the business. The general rule is: if
the general line of business is permissible, it is ok to work in it and then we look into what do
you do in the business. So working for Wal-Mart is permissible provided you do not sell or carry
liquor.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------------------Question 5: Inheritance of a sole daughter with no relatives
From: Nur
Inheritance
As-salamu `Alaykum. I have a question here from a friend - her father pre-deceased her mother
due to stroke and bed-ridden for 8 years. After her father passed away, her mother became the
sole owner of the house. Her mother was an only child and been orphaned since she was very
young – she was taken care by a few adoptive care givers in another country and migrated
when she was a teenager.
Sadly her mother passed away a day after her father’s 100th day of death anniversary, without
writing any will. My friend is the only child without any siblings or relatives related to her
mother. Due to that, the Shari’ah Court release the inheritance certificate and she can only
receive 50% [as she’s a female] and the other 50% will goes to the Baitulmal (another Muslim
government body) – but she was advised by the Shari’ah Court officer to discuss this with the
Baitulmal.
The Baitulmal needs her to sell off the house and will not waive their 50% share to her – though

she has 4 young children on her own – they are not a wealthy family and those years both she
and her late mother faces a lot of financial constrains trying to meet ends on top of taking care
of her sick father and her young children without asking for any financial assistance from
anybody.
Due to this isolated case, can she be claimed the whole 100% share as there are no other male
relatives related to her mother? My knowledge in this matter in very minimal but I’ve been
doing some research that in the case, where an only child survives both parents, and there was
no surviving spouse or parents of the deceased or siblings/relatives, then that child, irrespective
of gender, inherits everything of the deceased estate; no other relative may claim rights to the
inheritance, which would be more realistic - as said in the Sunni law – can you confirm this?
And I also found this: the remainder of the share goes to the closest male heir (`aseb), son. If
there is no son, the father receives all the remainder. If there is no father or son but brother; he
receives all the remainder. Husband is not considered `aseb.
In case there is a remainder in the bequest over the ordained shares and there is no closest
male heir, then the remainder is to be distributed between heirs in proportion to their shares.
Thank you. Was-salam.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Nur
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
What you said is absolutely correct. This is called RADD. It means: when there are no male
relatives who deserve the remainder it should be rendered to heirs in proportion of their
shares. It does not apply to spouses but it applies to children and others. This is why in my
sample inheritance schedule I gave the whole estate to the daughter if she is the only heir. One
half as a prescribed share and the other half in RADD to her. I suggest that she should sue
Beitulmal. And invite scholarly opinions from outside Singaporean circles
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------------Question 6: Affiliate Marketing and payment for referral
From: Rahimuddin – Nigeria
As-salam `Alaykum. May Allah accept all that you are doing for His sake. I want to know
whether affiliate marketing is permissible or not. Affiliate Marketing is a popular method of
promoting web businesses in which an affiliate is rewarded for every visitor, subscriber and/or
customer provided through his efforts. In short as an affiliate you get paid for referring sales or
customers to another business website.
The products we promote on our websites are either digital products (such as e-books or
software) or physical products (such as electronic products, health products etc. business
owners pay the referral commission in percentage of the sale/profit or sometimes fix
commission rate. Is this permissible?
My second question is: I have some companies that pay my affiliate with PayPal account and I
don't have a PayPal account as my country is not supported by PayPal. So I make a joint venture

with someone who has a PayPal and made a deal with him to pay him 20% of the money he
received for me and pay me the remaining 80% via wire transfer. Is this type of transactions
permissible?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Rahimuddin
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If this affiliate commission is known as a common practice in this business and there is no
misleading of potential customers into the idea that you allure them into buying, it is then
permissible. It is also permissible to give a percentage for a person to collect it for you from
PayPal
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Dec. 24, 2013
Question 1: Islamic Mortgages and Bonds
From: Eatsam
Dear scholar, as-salamu `Alaykum. There are many debates are going around the globe about
Islamic Finance and economy. Recently the British government announced to issue Sukuk
Islamic bonds. Could you, please, advise us what Islam says about this kind of bonds? Also,
please, advise on the Islamic mortgages and how it works? I look forward to hear from you
soon.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. EATSAM
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Islamic econ and Islamic finance are both sets of principles, maxims and axioms which can be
implemented by any person regardless of his/her faith. In finance the essential point is that
finance should be provided through real market contracts which are sale on credit, lease and
partnerships. Finance provision through loan is purely charitable activity which cannot generate
income or return as it is based on debts and debts do not generate any return.
Islamic bonds or Sukuk ()it doesn’t really matter what you call them are based exactly on the
same principles. they may represent assets leased for a long period, then they earn rent, or
partnership in projects, even non-voting kind of partnership, then they earn profit if the project
generates profit. anyone can do that as long as one follows the pertinent rules and principles.
Mortgage is the same. According to Shari’ah it can be done in a way that generate profit to the
finance provider if it is based on credit sale or on lease/purchase. Of course in every contract
there are side issues which need to be accommodated.

Sale on credit and lease/purchase are not obviously another way of giving loans because they
are intrinsically attached to real goods and services and usufructs not simply giving cash which
can be used for anything, good or bad.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: Insurance
Abdullahi Muhammad– Nigeria
Insurance Regarding Property
As-salamu 'Alaykum. My question is: is it permissible for a Muslim to register with an insurance
company. Jazaka Allah Khair.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Abdullahi
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Yes, if it is necessary and there is no available Islamic insurance (Takaful).
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 3: Eating meat in restaurants
From: Zeeshan– India
As-salamu `Alaykum. Is it permissible to eat meat in restaurants about which we don't even
know whether they are halal or not?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Zeeshan
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The meaning of Halal meat varies according to the view point one adopts. There are two major
broad views among Shari’ah scholars: 1) accepting slaughtering of Christian and Jews, the way
they do it, and 2) requiring that eatable animals must be slaughtered in a specific manner and
with mentioning the name of Allah on it. what is in restaurants in America is normally Halal
according to one view and not according to the other. If you believe in the second view do not
eat it but you MUST NOT BE NEGATIVE TOWARD OTHER MUSLIMS WHO BELIEVE IN THE FIRST
VIEW AND DON’T BE ACCUSATIVE OF THEM. .
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf

------------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 4: work in stock brokerage
From: Mohammad – India
Share Market
As-salamu `Alaykum. My name is Mohammad. Sir, I want to open sub broker franchise of stock
broking (Share Market). I have 5 years’ experience as an employee in the same field. Now I
want to open my own franchise.
Can you, please, guide if this business is halal in Islam or not? If it is halal, then can I trade in
F&O and Derivatives for Non-Muslims Client? Sir, please, help me because I don't get any
answer from anywhere for this question.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. SHARIF
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
What is Halal is to broker permissible shares only. This means no shares of companies whose
main line of business in not permissible or companies overridden by interest and other nonpermissible transactions. No bonds, no derivatives, no futures currencies and commodities.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------------------Question 7: Canadian Pension Plan and Employment Insurance
From: Anas – Canada
As-salmu Alaykum. My employer gives the option not to participate in EI (employment
insurance) and CPP (Canadian pension plan). Hence it is up to me to join. So is it halal or haram?
In other word is CPP and EI halal or haram? And If I can opt out shall I opt out or I can still opt
in?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Anas
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I need to know the conditions of the EI before giving an opinion on it. for the CPP I wonder how
come it is optional, isn’t it like social security in the USA? SS is not optional. Or is this an
additional plan over and above social security. Social security is definitely permissible to
contribute to it and permissible to take retirement funds and other payment according to law.
The idea of it (looking at it from the angle of relation between government and members of
society) is: a tax and some benefits related to it.
Please explain both in details so that I can make an opinion according to explanation.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam

Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Jan. 8, 2014
Question 1: Student Loans
From: Sayad – UK
Interest
Salamu `Alaykum. I would like to ask whether it’s allowed to borrow a loan for university; I am
confused weather to borrow it or not because that's the only way, and interest is added.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Sayad
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
In my opinion, education though necessary for income and contemporary living, university
education is not itself a necessity and it also has other sources of finance which can be used for
it especially in Europe where there are programs and potential of study and work.
Accordingly borrowing on interest for university is not permissible.
On the other hand there are few cases where it may become necessary to borrow for education
such as when a person is about to graduate and the final semester needs finance to complete
or to be given the certificate of the degree.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: Using Haram-earned money
From: Wasim – Ukraine
As-salamu Alaykum. Out of need, I have earned money through stock trading and gambling
(haram money). I will be using the haram money to pay off debts and loans.
However, I wanted to know if it’s permissible to open a halal business with this haram money?
Will the sales earned from the business be haram? What steps should I take to repent for my
haram money? May Allah smile upon you always
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Wasim
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Money obtained by means which are Haram should be returned to the person or persons from
whom it is taken. This include interest money, gambling and theft and the like, except if
returning it helps increase the Haram such as interest obtained from a conventional bank or
gambling money from a casino. If the person from whom it is taken is not known, the Haram
money should then be given to Muslim charity or to poor and needy persons with the intention

of purifying one’s own Halal money.
Haram money cannot be used for paying debts or taxes or fees to government or any other way
which benefit the person who is giving it away because this money is not owned by you.
If it is not your money keeping it with you is Haram and you should give it away to true owner
or to charity the soonest. Using it for business is definitely Haram. The Prophet, pbuh, said
“every flesh grows on Haram deserves best be in the Hell Fire كل لحم نبت من السحت
.كانت النار أولى به
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------Question 3: High cost of Islamic finance
From: Khamis
Higher Price for Deferred Payment
Assalam Alaykum Dr. Monzer. What is the Islamic concept regarding charging of higher prices
for goods and services whose payment has been deferred?
There is a business practice for hiking prices for payments made at a later date/time. The
consumer is made to pay more than when paying at time of receiving goods or services.
Some service providers relate this practice for instance to the access of goods and services for
which one is unable to instantly pay, so a higher cost is charged at the time of payment.
There is a divide of opinion where some think this practice amounts is Riba (interest) while
others argue that it is an acceptable business practice in Islam. Khamis, Kenya.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Khamis
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
There is no divide of opinion but there are people (even among Shari’ah specialist and mosques
Imams) who do not understand the issue.
Getting a commodity without paying for it at the same time means you benefit more than your
means, for the other party it means he is deprived from his right to enjoy the benefits of all his
property. For both parties it is not just and not fair, it is rather injustice. This is why we find
statements in our Fiqh books of all schools stating time has a part of the price إن للزمن
نصيبا من الثمن. Fairness require that the price be higher if payment is delayed and
commodity is taken at time of contract. by the same token price with be lower if the
commodity is deferred and the price is paid in advance, this is known as Salam sale and
described in the Fiqh books as sale of persons who seek lower price بيع المسـترخصين.
This is because goods have utility people derive and benefit from.
Riba is an increment in a debt. Debts do not have utility to derive from. This is why the moment
you sell on credit you cannot sell this debt or change it through time. Debt can only be collected
but it does not generate any utility from its own.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam

Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 4: how can I perform Zakah and I am a student who has no money?
From: Guest
Assalam Alaykum. I am a female revert, currently a student with no wealth/money what so
ever. I am wondering as part of Islam we have to give Zakah (charity) which is two percent of
your wealth if I am correct? Thing is... I don’t actually have any money or anything of value to
be able to give Zakah. I know this is part of the five pillars of Islam. I am wondering if I don’t give
Zakah will this be a punishment. I am planning to give Zakah when I start to earn money
through getting a job if Allah wills. But for the meantime what else could I do? I’m afraid and I
don’t want to anger Allah.
Please, get back to me, Insha’Allah. May Allah bless us all Allahhumma Ameen
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr.
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Out of the five pillars of Islam the first two are not conditional on any circumstances: Statement
of faith or testifying that there is no deity but Allah, the Lord of the Worlds and that
Muhammad, pbuh, is a Messenger of Allah, and the prayers.
The other three pillars depend on fulfillment of certain provisions: 1) for Zakah Muslim persons,
regardless of age (for a miner it is payable by the guardian) and gender who own at least an
amount called Nisab (determined in gold 20 Dinars or silver 200 Dirham = approximately US$
1500) and this amount stays with the person for a full lunar year (i.e., 354 days) that is in
addition to personal and family expenses are subject to pay Zakah in the percentage of 2.5% of
their total wealth after the passage of 354 days. Persons who do not own that much for that
number of days are not required to make Zakah. Of course there are some more details
regarding income and agricultural produce. 2) for fasting Ramadan, Only after reaching puberty,
males and female Muslim are required to fast unless there is a sickness which makes abstention
of food or drink harmful or they are traveling. Days not fasted for such reasons should be
compensated outside the month of Ramadan. Persons who permanently cannot fast, pay
charity instead (food for two meals for a normal person for each day). 3) Hajj is obligatory on
each adult Muslim, male or female but contingent on both physical ability and financial ability
of making the trip to Makkah. Persons who don’t have either of these two ability are not
required to go or to make any recompense.
Accordingly since you don’t own an amount equivalent to Nisab and obviously not for a full
lunar year period, you are not required to do anything in this regard. Paying Zakah is not
obligatory on you, rather you may deserve to receive Zakah in order to help you make living. It
is obvious that if the conditions of the obligation do not exist, the obligation does not exist too.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 5: Trading gold and silver

From: Ihab
Salam, I trade in Gold and Silver (physical and paper markets) and don't use derivatives. Is that
halal? Salam.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ihab
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Trading gold and silver and other metals is speculative and adds no value. In my opinion any
trade which does not generate value is not trade and not permissible. These trades are zerosum transactions. Add to it that trading gold and silver must be cash for delivery at time of
contract, this condition is usually not satisfied even in what is called physical. This a condition
the Prophet, pbuh, made on exchanging gold and silver being currencies of his time.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 6: Husband Playing Texas Holden Poker
From: Klau
As-salamu `Alaykum. I hope you can answer to me soon because my husband is driving me
crazy with this and I don't know what to do.
I'm a convert Muslim from Colombia and my husband is American. His family is from Egypt but
no so religious. In fact I have proved myself in from of them that me as a convert hold much
more knowledge than them, Alhamdulillah. However, my husband came with a question that
I'm not sure and he is ready to go to a poker tournament.
My husband likes to play Texas Holden poker, he said that playing cash game is haram because
is a matter of gambling and it's forbidden. What about a tournament since he claims in here is a
matter of skills and he is in competition?
He gave me the example of Olympics of sport tournaments. So I don't know what to say now? It
will be haram if he compete in a tournament of poker no betting money but using his skills to
win a money price? Claudia (27) United States.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Claudia
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I don’t know what is Texas Holden Poker and I checked it on Google. It seems that what is called
pot is contributed by players. This is then definitely gambling and forbidden. Any income from it
is Haram and must be disbursed to a charity to feed poor and needy.
If the tournament does not have fees for players to enter and does not have contribution to a
pot, i.e., if he enters on skills only (with gamblers who contribute money) and beets them, for
him it is not gambling but the money, which he may earn, is a gambling money and should be
disbursed to charity.

On the other hand if the money comes from a prize contributed by a company (in contrast to
betting by other gamblers or by the attending public), I don’t see it then Haram and he may
earn it.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------------------Question 7: Islamic finance
From: Jerry
Just an Insight
Assalam `Alaykum. I'm a relatively new American brother in Islam. I converted August 1st of
2011. I have been doing my own studies on Islam and I have a firm understanding on the
difference of what is halal and haram except the financial portion. This section of our religion is
rarely spoken of. I see more people worried of hijab, modesty, and code-of-conduct in Islam
than any other subject.
From my understanding, you are supposed to practice and observe all matters relating to our
religion not just one but that is off of subject. My concern is: could or would you be able to
share with me a general understanding of what is halal and haram concerning the financial
portion of Islam?
As I said before, this is one area that is hard for me to gain a firm understanding. If you have not
the time just sharing some links so that I may study for myself and I shall also share this
knowledge among my peers in my community as well. Jazaka Allah Khairan.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Jerry
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
What is Halal and Haram in finance matters relates essentially to protecting one’s property.
Accordingly cheating to get higher price, giving wrong info, of course steeling etc., are Haram.
Interest is also prohibited because it does not represent a real increment. Take an example;
borrowing $1000 from a friend (with as promise to return it after a month), does this increase
or decrease the wealth of either one on them. certainly NOT. Then if the lender charges 5 dollar
extra, where should this money come from? in other words, debts by themselves do not create
any additional value and cannot therefore be assigned any growth or increment. Shari’ah calls
interest “taking other people’s money in falsehood” i.e., with no increase actually generated.
This may be contrasted with giving money as a sleeping partner with an entrepreneur. The
project may make profit which may be divided between the two or it may end up in a loss
which is born by proportion of capital. This is real economic activity and it is of course
permissible.
All interest-based transactions are not permissible in Shari’ah. There are exceptions based on
necessity when there is a real need and other non-interest-based options are not available.
Other options which are permissible include sale on credit, partnerships, leasing, etc.
If you like to know more about this aspect please check the internet under Islamic finance you
will find many articles and check my web www.kahf.net

Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Feb. 4, 2014
Question 1: consumed Riba?
From: Yusuf
As-salamu Alaykum, onislam.net. I sent my question on what is the ruling on someone who
consumes Riba. Does it enough for him to stop consuming it or is he going to give out as a
charity the amount he consumed?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Yusuf
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Riba is not earned, it remains a property of the person from whom it is taken.
Accordingly when a person repents, the Qur’an says that he should get back his principal only.
This means the rule of returning Huquq al Ibad (rights of other people) must apply.
If the Riba giver is known, the amount of Riba must be returned to him/her. If the payer is not
known or known but it is a Riba institution like a conventional bank or insurance company the
amount should be given to Muslim charity.
Of course what is more important is repentance and seeking Allah’s forgiveness.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: Travel Insurance
From: Majeda
As-salamu Alaykum. Is it permissible to have travel insurance? How about the person who has
cancer and is going to Saudi Arabia to perform `Umrah?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Majeda,
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Travel insurance is like any other kind of insurance. If a person believes it is important for
him/her to the extent that its lacking creates hardship for the person, he may take it or may be
should take it. of course this is when Islamic insurance is not available as for people in America.
Let us also remember that in insurance there is a strong minority view that insurance is
permissible even with conventional companies.

Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
***********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Feb. 18, 2014
Question 1: selling goods to conventional banks
From: Sameeha
I would like to know: if I sell goods or services to conventional banks, will it make my income
haram? Services could mean providing consultancy to make the bank processes run smoother
or goods may include supplying lockers/security systems. In both cases usury isn't part of the
transaction i.e. I am not advising the bank on interest rates, charging interest etc.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Sameeha
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
As described, this is not Haram, it is permissible, rather it is a good service to people in the final
analysis.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: preventing heirs from inheritance
From: Essam –UK
Salam Alaykum. Could someone (not married and no children) deny his brother, sister and mum
their right in his will to inherit/take any money based on the fact that they are not practicing
Muslims and they rejected all the advice that was given to them regarding practicing Islamic
worship.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Essam
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Not practicing alone is not, serious as it is, is not sufficient to declare them non-Muslims. To
declare a person non-Muslim we must be definitely sure that she/he denies the obligation of
basic pillars such as prayers or Zakah or any other fundamental of Islam or makes mockery of
them. Then you can exclude them from your last will as you live in a country which does not
have an Islamic inheritance law. In a Muslim country the court system determined this negation
or denial or mockery.
Wa Allah A’lam

Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session March 20, 2014
Question 1: House Through Mortgage in A Non-Muslim country
From: Asim – New Zealand
As-salamu `Alaykum brother. I am a Muslim, Alhamdulillah, living in a non-Muslim land
(Wellington, New Zealand) since last 17 years. Can I buy a house through mortgage as there is
no Islamic financing or Shari`ah based loans available in New Zealand?
I will tell you briefly about my situation; since 17 years I have been living in a rental house.
During this period of time I had to change 4 different houses as they were either too small or
not in a safe locality. Now the fifth house in which I am currently living since 10 years, the
landlord has increased the rent twice.
I have two sons, Alhamdulillah. My older son has autism (high level of intellectual disability). I
am now beginning to face some difficulties in this house as this house doesn't have a big
backyard or front yard and there is no gate which makes the house a bit unsafe for my son
because when he is unsettled or hyperactive, he keeps running around the house and we have
to take him for walks outside.
When he was out for a walk one day, he ran onto the road and was hit by a car. Alhamdulillah,
he narrowly escaped with a minor fracture on his leg. Because of these reasons or difficulties, I
have to look for a suitable house with a big backyard or front yard which is fully fenced so that
my son can run around safely without any danger.
To get such a house in a safe locality is either difficult or the rent is too high. I have seen such a
house, Alhamdulillah, which is also near the masjid on sale.
As I do not have enough money to buy this house, the only way I can buy this house is through
mortgage. I fear Allah very much and I want your sincere advice in this matter. Do I get sin if I
buy a house through mortgage? Jazaka Allah Khairan.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Asim
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Buying a house on conventional mortgage for Muslim families who need it is permissible as long
as Islamic finance is not available. This issue was discussed at length in a conference held in
Detroit in USA. The idea of prohibition of Riba is to remove injustice not to force Muslims who
live under Western cultures to remain inconvenient in rental houses. Housing is one of the basic
needs of Muslim families and having appropriate safe house is very important, especially in
situations as you described. It is permissible InShaAllah to buy a house on conventional
mortgage and try to pay it as fast as you can.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam

Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: Zakah on RRSP
As-salamo Alaykum. Do I have to pay Zakah on my RRSP account (registered retirement savings
plan). I am currently earning and have a percentage of my salary paid directly into a pension
fund by the employer. I am not sure if this is similar to the pension plans done usually by
government in the Middle East countries. Jazakum Allah Khairan.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br.
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Canada has several retirement plans. One is obligatory and contributions in it are a kind of tax.
Other plans are voluntary and give you additional tax exemptions. The RRSP is one of these that
you save voluntarily for retirement. Funds in this accounts are subject to Zakah, Zakah is due on
the balance of the account on the day of Zakah (354 days after the date due of last Zakah, the
first time it is due is 354 days after having a Nisab on all your Zakatable assets). The fact that if
you withdraw you have to pay tax and penalty does not reduce or eliminate your ownership of
the whole balance.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 3: Sale on credit at higher than cash price
From: Nesrin– Philippines
Is Loan on Credit Considered Usury?
In trading, if the trader said, “If you purchase the items I sell in cash, the amount will be, ex. one
thousand, but if you take it by credit mean to pay after a month, a week etc., the amount will
be one thousand five hundred.” My question is: is this kind of transaction allowed in Islam or is
it a kind of usury? Jazaka Allah Khair.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Nesrin
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Sale on credit at a higher than the cash price is permissible in Shari’ah (provided sale is
contracted on one future price not on option of either cash 1000 or after a year 1500). This is
the essential difference between Islamic finance and conventional finance. What is prohibited
in Shari’ah is increment in a loan, not increment in a price of a commodity because of time. The
difference is important: increment is prices are natural because getting a commodity now has
higher utility (value) in eye of people than getting it at a later date. The same does not apply to
a loan because the loan itself does not create utility as money is just a means of payment in this

regard. Goods have utilities which vary through time but a debt created by loan does not
change over time.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 4: Lease to Own Contracts
From: Anonymous – Canada
Salamu `Alaykum, sheikh. Guidance Residential is a company offering home mortgages which
uses a lease-to-own contract. However, several scholars stated that this contract is
impermissible because the Prophet (pbuh) forbade combining two conditions in one
transaction (renting and buying) in an authentic hadith.
Skaikh Taqi Usmani has said that this contract is permissible, provided that the two conditions
aren't explicitly mentioned in the same contractual document(s). What will be written on the
contract document(s) is that: the customer will lease the home, and he/she will separately
promise to buy the home in installments.
However, isn't this arrangement still impermissible because though the two conditions aren't
mentioned in the same contractual document(s), the end result is the same as combining two
conditions in one transaction? As the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said in
a hadith in Sahih Bukhari, actions are judged by intentions.
So, even though the contractual documents themselves don't explicitly include two different
conditions (renting and buying), the end result is that two conditions are in fact being combined
in one transaction.
I highly appreciate your opinion on this topic. Jazaka Allah Khair.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br.
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
You are right is considering separating them does not change any reality because what matters
is collusion to make two together not paper separation.
But you are incorrect is the basic matter because of a little confusion in understanding the
contract. Prohibited two conditions in one contract are when there is contradiction between
them such as in the following examples: selling and renting a house because sale transfers
ownership while rent is due only because you own the house. This is contradiction, or selling a
commodity at 100 cash or 120 after a month because the contract transfers the ownership of
the commodity for 100 being a debt on the buyer, then the difference (20) is an increase in a
debt which is Riba, this is why the Prophet, pbuh, said in this regard that one should get the
lower price otherwise it is Riba.
But renting you a house for a payment of 1000 a month plus driving my child to school every
day is permissible because they do not contradict each other, driving to school becomes an
added part of the rent. Or sell you my car for 10000 and buy from you your neck tie for 20 or
buy your house and rent it to you for 6 month. All these can be in one contract. By same renting

a house with a promise that each month you buy a small part of the house, then by buying you
become owner of a larger part of the house and rent due becomes lesser, here the object of
rent is the part I own and the object of sale (the portion you buy) is no more subject to rent. In
other words, rent and sale do not fall on the same object but on different parts. Real life always
add conditions in contracts, only those contradicting conditions are not permissible, that is
where the hadith of two sale applies. It does not apply when the object is different.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session April 8, 2014
Question 1: Buying Car Through Bank
From: Guest
Is it allowed in Islam to buy car through bank on lease?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br.
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
No it is not unless there is a real necessity for it such as being a plumber who needs a new
dependable small truck for his work which requires him to go with his tools from house to
house.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: work as a dancer
From: Awez
Earning by Dancing: Are Zakah & Hajj Valid?
As-salaamu Alaykum. I am a boy and I dance only on instrumental music only and my form of
dancing is waving and stunts and it does not contain any vulgar and obscene dance moves and
it is just a simple movement of hands and legs and I am a solo dancer so there is no mingling of
sexes involved in it.
My question is that:
1- If I earn by dancing on music, will all of my earnings be considered haram?
- If I give Zakah and go for Hajj with that earning, will it be accepted by Allah?
3- I have asked a scholar this question and he said that your earning will be haram; my question
is that:
If I suppose that my earning is haram, then in that case if I go for Hajj and give Zakah with this
earning, will it be accepted by Allah? And if I consume that earning, will it be a major sin?
Please, please, answer me. Jazakallah Khair.
My Answer:

Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Awez
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
As you described it I do not see it Haram but I see it not suitable for a young man. Why do you
make this dance and for whom, who in the world needs this movement of your hands and what
for. Specifically the music and these movements, I cannot call them Haram but I see them not
manly and they may lead, God forbid, to other abuses of your body by those who observe you
making this dance! If they lead to that it becomes Haram but not because of music!
I definitely don’t like it for you although it may not be at present Haram. If it is not Haram, you
can use your earning for any Halal things including Hajj, food, etc.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 4: Interest-based loan for unemployed
From: Manzoor – India
I am an unemployed person and I need money to fulfill my needs; the only way to get money is
to get loan from a bank but we have to pay interest, Riba, sood in return, this Riba is haram in
Islam! What should I do?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Manzoor,
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Your question has a built-in contradiction. If you are not employed no bank will give you a loan
with or without interest. If you really need money to live you find an employment even if that
requires you to lower your expectation standards. Or you go for charity and begging which I
don’t like for you. But be assured that a bank gives you nothing besides being interest-based
which is Haram.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 5: Working in a Bank
From: Ali
As-salamu `Alaykum. I work in a Bank, I have always been doubtful about the job as interest is
concerned. I work in the back office where nothing is link with interest. After reading several
issues concerning banks on your site, I was convinced that my salary was not haram and I can
continue to work there.
After discussing it with a cousin who has just returned from Jum`ah & heard a kutbah, he told
me that my salary is haram, as it is mixed with interest and I should quit and abide to the laws

of Islam in my country and stay away from all sort of Riba.
With 1 million population and Muslim as minority, it is difficult to have a job and I can't even
quit as am the breadwinner of my family. We have big companies which have brought all small
ones and Riba is everywhere. Please, advise. May Allah reward you all. Thank you.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ali
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If you job does not require you to make any Riba writing or witnessing or signing, it is not
Haram. This does not mean it is one of the best jobs in the world from the point of view of
Haram and Halal. Of course there are degrees in this regard and you job makes it very close to
Haram. In Jum’a discourse Imam usually try to advise people of the best and they may
sometimes exaggerate. The Taqwa is to avoid it but the Fatwa, it is not Haram.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 6: Zakah to Disabled Brother
From: Guest
My brother has 5 children he worked with a company after an accident he was disabled and
cannot work anymore. His all children going to school and saving is not enough to meet the
expenses nowadays. Although he has his home and perhaps has some money which I think not
enough to meet the home expense, can I give Zakah to him without disclosing this amount as
Zakah?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br.
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
As described the answer is YES.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session April 22, 2014
Question 1: Paid advertising website
From: Nick
I'm looking at starting a new paid online advertising site similar to craigslist. One of the many
categories will be any adult section. Is this haram?

My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Nick
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Very often, when we live in a society that has many Shari’ah violations, we tolerate any wrong
doings. The rule always remains that we obey Allah as much as we can as the Qur’an repeatedly
advises. In businesses and companies we may tolerate investing in a company which may do
some wrong things if it is the least evil available.
But it is quite different when we do a thing ourselves. The rule as expressed also repeatedly in
the Qur’an and Sunnah that a Muslim may not do anything wrong intentionally and knowingly.
If we establish a company we do it without any violation of Shari’ah and if we undertake a
business we also do it fully right. Creating a paid advertisement list as a business of yourself
must be fully in compliance with Shari’ah, i.e., must not contain anything prohibited such as
“adult section” liquor section or porno section.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: Sharjah Islamic bank finance
From: Subair
As-salamu Alaykum. I'm working in university of Sharjah. I want to know Sharjah Islamic bank
red carpet personal finance program is halal or haram. You can get details of this scheme from
the site of Sharjah Islamic bank: http://www.sib.ae/en/retail-banking/red-carpet-package.html
<http://www.sib.ae/en/retail-banking/red-carpet-package.html>
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Subair
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Sharjah Islamic bank is Islamic and like other Islamic banks abide generally by the Shari’ah rules.
Unfortunately some Islamic banks and their Shari’ah advisors fell into a few mistakes especially
in area of different forms of Tawarruq. All personal finance programs by Sharjah Islamic bank
and Dubai Islamic bank and most other Islamic bank whereby they give you CASH in exchange
for a debt of a larger amount are in fact not permissible. The OIC Fiqh Academy (2009) and the
Muslim World League Fiqh Academy (2007) determined that all Tawarruq of all forms practiced
by Islamic banks under any name are in reality Riba and therefore Haram. Two criteria came out
of their decisions and deliberations to distinguish between what is permissible (e.g.,
Murabahah) and what is Haram: 1) if the commodity is not really intended (i.e., any commodity
is used simply as a vehicle to get cash), and 2) if the structure indicates a collusion for obtaining
cash against a future debt of a larger sum.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin

Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 3: Taking Loan for purchasing Property
From: Brother – India
As-slam Alaykum, dear scholars. My question to you is: I have seen people taking loan for the
purchase of property in India. Is it halal for a Muslim to take loan from a bank run by nonIslamic country which is India?
Many say it is halal because it is a necessity. Some say it is because you are living in an non
Islamic country where there are no facilities for a Muslim and there are no Islamic banks
available here?
Another question: if someone borrows/takes a loan from anyone without Riba, earning from
that money will be halal for the person?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br.
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Interest based loans for buying land and other businesses and properties is not permissible in
Shari’ah, this is clearly confirmed in the Qur’an and the Sunnah, Riba is one of the most grave
sins which calls for a war declared by God and His Messenger. It makes no difference whether
in India or any other country regardless of country and majority.
Necessities apply and relax the prohibition when they exist. It is not necessary to buy a land or
any property before one save sufficient amount for it. of course there may be individual
necessities and each case should be studied and assessed individually to determine how
necessary an interest-loan may be. If you have such case, ask please a specific question with a
specific case.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 4: Working for Fidelity Investments
From: Abou Ilyes – Tunisia
Salam Alaykum, sheikh. I work as a computer engineer in Banque Zitouna, an Islamic bank in
Tunisia. I've been offered a position in Fidelity Investments, in the same area of expertise. But I
don't know if it's halal or not. Kindly reply to my request. Jazaka Allah koll Khair.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Abou Ilyes
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Working in IT in an investment company, which has mixed permissible activities and also nonpermissible activities such as brokering in buying non-permissible shares or interest-based

bonds, etc., is not specifically Haram. But for a person who work in Islamic bank to move to
such a place becomes exchange the better for the worst. I don’t like it for you..
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*******************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session MAY 7, 2014
Question 1: Sale price setting
From: Shakeel
Assalam Alaykum. Could you, please, explain how a businessman can set the selling price of an
item? Also, what is the maximum profit one can take? Jazaka Allah.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Shakeel
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
In fact there is no Shari’ah limit on amount of rate of profit, profit is determined by market
conditions and competition. We have in the Sunnah that Uthman was offered more than 100%
profit on some of his trades but he preferred to donate the merchandise instead, the idea that
there was no objection from the Prophet, pbuh.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------Question 2: financing medical expenses
From: Abbasi – 24 – Male – US
Assalam Alaykum. I used to work part time with enough income to pay off my bills and support
my family in some parts. Then I got my Lasik eye surgery which worth around $3,500. Since I
had a steady income, I financed that money for two years. I have already paid more than half of
it with 6 months left. Then I bought my father hearing aid worth $1,500 which I financed as
well.
I would have been able to pay off both of that before the promotion ends which would add the
interest into my payments. Then I got an offer of job from a better place which paid me much
more than the previous one. I resigned my previous job but unfortunately, the other company
created some issues which didn't hire me.
Few months went by and got another offer with even better job. I started that job. Because the
income was way better than the previous two jobs combined, I bought furniture for my mother
and financed that furniture as well.
Bad luck again, day after I bought the furniture, I got an email from the job that they're laying
me off. So I lost that job as well. Since then, I have not been able to find work.
Now the problem is that: I owe each company money combined around ($3,800), promotion

has not ended yet but will be soon and then they'll start adding interest (Riba) on it. I fear that I
may not be able to pay off everything since I am unemployed.
If I had job, I would have been able to pay off everything before time. I didn't really intend to
pay interest to each company. Would I be sinful if I am not able to pay off before promotion
ends and pay interest on it? They'll be adding Riba into my payments which I really don't want
to and never intended to do so. Please, help me with that problem. Jazaka Allah Khayran.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Abbasi
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I believe the problem is in your mind. This is a behavioral problem and unless you change your
behavior there will be no solution. You need to change your behavior my dear co-citizen. While
it is very good and very important to help your parents , it is wrong to time your purchases
before you accumulate savings. your purchases must be after you save the amount rather than
buying on finance. promotions always come and you should only buy after you save sufficient
money to pay cash.
I am afraid you may be addicted to spending, this may require you to consult a behavioral
specialist. It is not a matter of employment and income in as much as it is your financial
behavior itself. as for present debts there is no way other than facing it by reconciling with
sellers and may be returning some of these purchase, and finally you are the one who should
face the music.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------Question 3: selling 950 gram as a kilo
From: Md. Motiur– Bangladesh
Dear brother, as-salamu Alaykum. I have recently starting a business, selling ghee. My per kg
ghee price is 650 taka and transportation and packaging cost is Tk. 50. I am giving 950 gram and
other 50 gram is the bottle weight.
Now, my question is: because I am giving 50 gram is this business, is it halal or haram? And if it
is haram, then which step do I have to follow to make it halal. Thank you.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Mutiur
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
It is definitely Haram to deliver 950 grams when you say you are selling one KG. if this is what
you said in the past you must go and refund the price of 50 grams to all past sale.
On the other hand, you can correct for the future be being exactly transparent. Making clear,
visible and apparent that net weight is just 950 gram and make the price of sale is a price of 950
grams not a price of 1000.

Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------Question 4: benefits in current accounts
From: Eatsam
Dear Scholar, as-salamu `Alaykum. I am living in the UK and many banks are offering current
accounts with benefits on a certain fee per month i.e. they charge £10 to £15 and they offer
free insurance on mobile phones, car breakdown cover, home emergency services etc.
Please, see the following link for more information:
http://www.halifax.co.uk/bankaccounts/current-accounts/ultimate-reward-current-account/
<http://www.halifax.co.uk/bankaccounts/current-accounts/ultimate-reward-current-account/>
My question is: is it allowed to sign up this kind of accounts with the banks. Please, explain in
details in the light of the Qur'an, Hadith and references from the scholars. I look forward to
hearing from you soon. Was-salam.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Eatsam
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I do not look at internet in Fatwa questions because info on internet are changeable. I only
answer according to the words of the question itself. If there are any more info, write it down
again and re-ask your question.
According to what you mentioned it seems that these services are against the new fee, these
are insurance kids of services which are permissible according to some scholars and nonpermissible according to majority. There is no problem of combining the two transactions
together, current account opening and this insurance if we accept the view that it is permissible
because they are kind of permissible to be combined as there is no contradiction in that. Of
course if you take the view on non-permissibility of insurance you should avoid this kind of
account and stay with simple accounts.
By the way, if Islamic banking is available to you it is highly recommended to have your current
account with an Islamic bank.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------Question 5: Working in IL for insurance company
Adeeb
As-salaamu Alaykum. I have recently joined a networking company called Vodafone UK as a
network engineer mainly for experience as this my first job. But my job also involves monitoring
and troubleshooting network provided by Vodafone for a client company called Aviva which is
mainly an insurance company. Will my earnings be halal? Please, explain.
My Answer:

Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Adeeb
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Yes InShaAllah. Insurance itself is controversial. It is permissible according to some and not
permissible according to others. Besides you are not running insurance business but providing
IT service for it only. This provision is not Haram.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------Question 6: difference between interest and trading
From: Mohamad
Taking Interest
What is the difference between interest taken by banks and traders? Please, help me.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Mohamad
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If interest, there is not difference. Both are prohibited. Interest is defined in Shari’ah as in the
Qur’an, verse 2: 279 as any contractual increment above principal in a debt or loan. if you buy
for 100 cash and delay payment against an additional 5 this is interest with the seller, it is
similar to getting a loan from a bank for 100 and pay the bank and additional 5.
On the other hand, contracting a seller for a price of 105 and delayed payment. the difference is
that goods have utilities which is a factor of time while debts do not have utilities. Since the day
one of writing Fiqh in the second century an axiom has been established and agreed on that
“part of the price belongs to time” . loans and debts do not themselves have utility. The fact
that they buy goods does not make them produce utility.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
**************************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session May 20, 2014
Question 1: How to Cope with Loan payment?
From: Adi
How do I cope to pay a loan of around 700 k kshs? Please, advise and advise a way to stay
financially stable.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim

Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Adi
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
This is not a Shari’ah or Islamic finance question. This is a behavioral matter only.
One thing I know from Shari’ah and real life is that the only way to pay debts is to begin by
ONLY TAKING DEBTS IN AS MUCH AS YOU HAVE DEFINITE PLAN AND ABILITY TO PAY THEM. the
only way is to save out of your income and liquidate some of your assets. Check with a social
and behavioral expert please.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------Question 2: price determination
From: Shakeel
Setting the Selling Price
Assalam Alaykum. Could you, please, explain how a businessman can set the selling price of an
item? Also, what is the maximum profit one can take? Jazaka Allah.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Shakeel
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
There is nothing in Shari’ah which imposes any limits. It is the only elements of cost, market and
competitors, then you set the price and rate of profit as it suit these three elements. You know
better your market and cost.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session June 5, 2014
Question 1: Fixed prices or bargaining?
From: sirajuddin – 35 – Male – India
Assalam Alaykum. I have a business ladies wear suit of saree. In my market there is lots of
bargaining. But my shop is on fixed rate shop. In myself beside I have do business with fixed
rate. I have lot of inconvenient to do business. Because customers ask for discount bargaining
with me, I suffer a lot from this condition. I love my "ALLAH TALA". I don't wants to business
with bargaining in fraud. Please, give me and from Hadith and Qur'an.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim

Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Sirajuddin
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Your sale at fix prices is permissible. Sale on bargain is also permissible. If you feel that giving a
margin for bargaining helps your business why not doing it. what is Haram is to sell at a price
clearly higher than the market (irrelevant of your cost) as the Prophet, pbuh, prohibited Ghana
(sale at a price clearly higher than the market range)
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: Halal To Use Technology & Read Books By Non-Muslim?
From: . . .
Is it halal to use technology when invented by a non-Muslim like computers, cell phones, cars
and more technology by non-Muslims? And I asked a different scholar that is reading fantasy
books with magic halal by harry potter in another Islamic website and he said it is halal and
allowed and nothing is wrong with it even though it was magical.
A new question came up and I had an ugly doubt does that mean we can read and study stories
and anything else made by non-Muslims? This question kept me awake due to anxiety and I
need a straightforward yes or no question. Thank you. I recommended this website to many
colleagues
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br./Sr
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
All that you mentioned is permissible. Especially technology. Technology has no religion and all
societies must accept what is beneficial to human being. Without this technology (invented by
mostly non-Muslims) we could not reach each other for this question and answer. Harry Potter
is fiction fiction stories and movies are permissible, they expand our vision and aspiration.
Remember flying was a fiction when it was tried by Abbas bin Fernas, the Andalusian Muslim of
the 12 century CE. Now it is a reality we all use airplanes to go for Hajj!
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------------Question 3: Umrah while under a loan
From: Umar – 38 – Male – Saudi Arabia
Loan
Salamu `Alaykum. I have a loan from my brother and I took some time from him to pay this
money. During this period I would like to perform `Umrah. Kindly educate me that my `Umrah
will be done or not as per Islam. Or should I return money first than perform Umrah. Jazaka

Allah Khair for your reply as per Qur'an and Hadith.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Umar
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Going for Hajj or Umrah while under debt is permissible provided you have future arrangement
for the debt which is not due at present. If a debt is due and the money you have cannot take
both the debt and the cost of Umrah or Hajj and you have no other resources and the debt is
due, then it is better to fulfill your debt obligations and Hajj or Umrah is not required from you
because you do not have financial means for it.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
**************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session June 20, 2014
Question 1: sex shops
Hasan – Egypt
Dutch “Halal” Sex Shop Expands
Dear scholars, what do you think of such shops? Are Muslims allowed to manage them?
http://www.onislam.net/english/news/europe/473409-dutch-halal-sex-shop-expands.html
<http://www.onislam.net/english/news/europe/473409-dutch-halal-sex-shop-expands.html>
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Hasan
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
It depends on what they sell and to whom. If they sell real permissible objects of methods of
enhancement and therapy restricted to married people there should be no prohibition in
owning and managing them. but if they are open to anyone and/or sell objects and procedures
which are not of real benefit, which is common in sex shops they are then Not permissible to
own and manage.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: 5% interest from parents on money borrowed from son
From: Alinor
Assalam 'Alaykum! Just want to ask your opinion about this case. My parents want to borrow
my savings (money) because they need it for their business. My parents made a deal that in

order to help me increase my money they will be the one to use it and in exchange they will
give me a 5% interest per month. They are the first to offer it. Can it still be considered Riba
even though our intentions are good? I hope you can give a response to this question.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Alinor
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Intention is irrelevant when the contracts reveals its own intention and it does not matter being
between parents and their children. If this amount given every month is because they borrow
the money, it is interest/Riba and it is Haram. Otherwise parents may give anything and any
amount to their children to increase their savings, not in relation to getting a loan from them.
BTW, all interest based loans have good intention by both parties. Without intention to benefit
both they do not make a contract.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------Question 3: Zakah for construction of school for poor children
From: Shakeel
question for Dr. Kahf
Assalam Alaykum ,
Is it permissible to give my Zakah for the construction of a free school for very poor children?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Shakeel
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Let me put it this way: you build a school with Zakah money and transfer it ownership (including
title) to an organization specialized in educating poor children. Or give the Zakah money to such
organization for the specific objective of building a school for them (if they admit any nondeserving child they charge the family market fees which will be used for the poor children).
Both these examples are permissible in my opinion because of the exclusiveness of benefit by
the poor and importance of basic education for the children future.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------Question 4: Need to know more about banking and mortgage
From: Abakar
Salam dear Scholar. I have no idea about those issues Banking and Mortgage before coming to
USA. I used to have saving account just pay their fee of service and they keep my money that’s

it. Now as I am living here I need to know what is the right and Islamic way to deal with banking
and mortgage. Thanks
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Abakar
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Definitely interest is the same as Riba which is mentioned in the Qur’an whatever its rate may
be and in whatever business or contract it comes in. The Verse 2:279 defines interest as
anything above principal in a debt or loan (in sale you can always sell any commodity for more
than its principal as indicated in an earlier verse 2:275). Accordingly saving account and other
deposits in banks with interest, mortgage any any loan contract with a bank or finance
company in America are all prohibited being based on interest.
Prohibition of any Haram is relaxed in case of necessity (except killing and sex). Accordingly for
any necessity the rule is relaxed in as much as it is necessary. This applies to dealing with banks
and housing and all other transaction we make in America. Of course necessity should be
clearly determined with no other alternatives available.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------------Question 5: Zakah on Locked saving while under debt
From: Patricia
Assalam Alaykum. I hope you are doing well. I have some long term savings through my work. I
am unable to access them as they are locked in for retirement. It equals approximately
$10,000.
My debt however is about $3000 and I have been unable to pay it off and have not been able to
save any other money consistently.
Do I need to pay Zakah on this? Thank you
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Patricia
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Yes, form you income you have to pay Zakah every lunar year which passes on this amount at
the rate of 2.5%. (locked in for retirement means you own it and invest it through a trustee or a
depositee but you cannot withdraw it without paying penalty and may be also taxes). If you do
not own this money (as the case of contributions to Social Security in America) then it is not
yours and there is no Zakah on it.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf

----------------------------------------------------------Question 6: inheritance of a fetus
From: Moostapha
Assalam Alaykum. I am married religiously with a Muslim man on January 2013. I was pregnant
on September but unfortunately my husband passed away on February during my pregnancy.
Now, I have my baby. What I would like to ask is the right for my daughter to inherit her father.
My husband has an account in Mauritius commercial bank. Which step should I take? Thank
you in advance to clarify my case.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Moostapha
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
According to Shari’ah provided your husband does not have another wife and/children, your
daughter inherits (1/2) one half of all the estate of her father (including bank account) and you
also inherit (1/8) one eighth of the same. If there is any property (including bank accounts) in
both names of yours and your late husband. This rule applies to one half of these joint
properties as the other half is owned by you (even if he was the only earning person in the
family as long as you both had put your names jointly on such properties). His father and
mother takes (1/6) on sixth each and the remaining 1/24 should be distributed to parents and
daughter at the proportion of 1/6, 1/6 and ½, (i.e., 3/120 to your daughter, 1/120 to father and
1/120 to mother). If no parents survived him the remaining 3/8 ( after the 1/8 of yours and the
4/8 of your daughter) goes to his brothers and sisters. If the case has more details, please give
all and full description of survivors and I will give the exact distribution.
Finally what you should do is: take the death certificate and approach the appropriate court for
ordering the Islamic distribution. Then take the order to bank and other record changing
wherever it applies.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*******************************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session July 2, 2014
Question 1: Why is interest is so much hated in Islam?
From: Ammar
Assalam Alaykum brother, as we know from Qur’an and Hadith that interest is strictly forbidden
in Islam and Allah and His Messenger have declared war against the person who consume
interest, but my question is that why is interest such a hated thing in the eyes of Allah, although
I agree that moneylenders charge interest which is absolutely wrong, but this is not always the
case, why is taking interest from the bank not permissible in a non-Muslim country from a nonMuslim bank?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim

Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ammar
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Interest is prohibited because it is unjust with no difference between low and high rates. The
Qur’an says: ”and if your repent you take your principal only” [2:279]. It is unjust because it is
an increment in a debt while a debt cannot generate increment by its nature as an abstract
right. Properties like a cow, a land, a machine or a refrigerator can produce utility, usability and
the like, they deserve rent or Ujrah. Notice that interest is not an increment in money, it is in
debt not money. Even money itself does not generate increments too. take the case of the
borrower, he may keep the money in his pocket and then no increment. He may use it to buy
chocolate boxes and when he sells them he may have increment. Notice the increase comes
from the chocolate not from the money. Take it from another angle: a loan contract transforms
the property of lender from cash to debt but does not increase it unless you add interest. As for
borrower, his wealth does not increase by borrowing because he is under liability on same
amount. No increment is created by a loan contract.
This is the injustice in interest. It does not mean prohibition of financing as it can be undertaken
through approaches of sale, leasing and partnerships.
Yet a loan is useful because it gives the borrower an added degree of freedom of action (e.g.,
buying, paying previous debt, giving a gift to spouse, or gambling in Las Vegas) but it does not
increase his wealth. Freedom is not an object of sale.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: Sadaqah Jariyah, Waqf, for a deceased child
From: Aysha
I have a question about Sadaqah Jariyah, recently I noticed an Islamic charity organization in
UK, collecting money for setting a well in Pakistan or India. They were doing this for a child that
passed away at the age of 2. Now can anyone please explain, is there Sadaqah Jariyah for a
child that passes away so young? Please post the answer on the website so I can share with my
friends on the Facebook.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Aysha
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Sadaqah Jariyah is like digging a well so people benefit from it day after day in a way like a
running stream. Similarly, planting a tree and pledging its fruit to the poor and needy or
building a hospital similarly. The Prophet, pbuh, said that once a child of Adam dies, his/her
good deed comes to an end except for three things: Sadaqah Jariyah, a righteous child who will
pray for his soul and an addition to knowledge from which people will benefit.
It means that through these three ways additional rewards are obtained even after death.
Scholar differ in two way in regard to making Sadaqah (one time or Jariyah) to the soul of

another person. Majority are of the opinion that this is a new non-precedential action which
has no basis in Shari’ah, a few say that it may benefit the deceased for whole sole it is intended
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------Question 3: Is Life Insurance Allowed
From: Sharafat
Assalam Alaykum. I want to know if life insurance is allowed or not? Many companies are
working here. People, submit installments on annual basis and amount is paid back (more than
what is submitted) to their family in case of death or accident.
One can claim amount even before death and he is returned amount which is actually more
than what he/she has submitted. I hope you got my question. Is this against teachings of Islam?
Does it fall in category of interest/Riba? Or is it Okay? Kindly, reply.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Sharafat
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Life insurance, in general. Is like other kind of insurance, like car insurance or merchandise
insurance. There are two views about it, permissible or not permissible because of the unknowability of time and amount of accident. In life, of time of death.
This problem is compromised in what is known as Takaful or Islamic insurance which is based
on cooperation between the insured rather than an exchange contract between a company and
an insured. Takaful companies offer several kinds of life insurance.
There is another issue in some kinds of life insurance contract which you mentioned: a
condition of a given amount after a period of time, usually 20 years. this kind of life insurance
contract is Riba-based and Takaful companies do not offer it because it is Haram.
Paying a larger sum as death benefit to family than the total of premiums you paid is not a
matter of Riba because payment is not contingent on passage of time but rather on the
incidence of death. It comes for pooling premiums together because not all insured (but only a
small percentage of them) will die within same period.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------------Question 4: 5% monthly interest from parents
From: ali
Family and Money
Assalam Alaykum! My name is Ali, from Philippines. I contacted you because I really need your
advice regarding this matter:
I have an agreement with my parents that I will lend them my money and in exchange they will
give me a 5% interest monthly. I know its haram since it is Riba. I decided to stop it but one

incident happened that destroyed my relationship with my parents. One day my parents got
mad with me (through telephone conversation) because I was not able to give them the
amount they requested from me. I tried to explain to them the reason why I can't give it.
Sometimes I faced delays in my salary and unexpected expenses come in. My mother however
does not understand and instead he dropped my call. I know that the dropping has something
to do with their request. After that, I think of a solution to resolve the problem. I really want
also to stop the interest based lending since it is haram.
After that call I decided to inform them that I will just get all the remaining money I have on
them to avoid conflict. The response of my parents however is bad, it seems that they are
trying to imply to me that I don't care for them anymore since I have a job already. Allah knows
that is not my intention. I keep explaining but they don't listen. I am really feeling bad now. I
don't know what should I do? Please, advice.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ali
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I advise you to consult a family specialist who knows Shari’ah. meanwhile I can tell you the
following:
1. what you make of 5% per month is Riba and you should stop it and also refund all past
payment.
2. if your parents are in need, you are required to spend on them similar to what you spend
on yourself and your own children or better than that. It is your Shari’ah responsibility to
provide them with all their need to the same or better standard of your living.
3. If they are not in need you should always be kind to them. people vary some kindness may
be by giving them money for their leisure or even to save it, giving them gifts, and of course by
nice submitting and kind words,
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session July 17, 2014
Question 1: Is Modeling Haram?
From: Omar
Recently I have graduated from university and I was unemployed at the moment. I asked a
friend what should I do and she said try modeling. She said I had the looks and should try out.
Couple of days later I was thinking of what she said and decided to send some photos to a
modeling agency in my city just for fun. A couple of days later I got a call that I've been hired to
model for a company clothing. The wage is high, the clothes are appropriate and will get free
clothing with it, should I accept or decline it?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim

Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br./Sr. Omar
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Modeling for cloth is permissible as long as it does not require you to be in situations which are
in violation of Shari’ah such as sitting on drinking table or being in a social environment men
and women overwhelmed with uncovering parts of the body which are decently required to be
covered.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: Business Ethics
From: JK – 17 – Male – UK
As-salamu Alaykum. I'd like to ask about business ethics; what does Islam say about it and are
we allowed to trade with non-ethical business or not. Jazaka Allah Khair.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear JK
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The Humanly known business ethics are common to Islam and all other religions and common
sense people. In Islam the moral values are more emphasized and their scope is expanded to
cover a deep sense of justice and respect to human dignity. Telling lies, for instance is in direct
conflict with the fundamental of Islamic faith. The Prophet, pbuh, was asked whether a believer
may tell a lie and he said never. This or course apply to business and other social relations.
Further, each one of us is responsible of own behavior and actions and we are not permitted to
poke our noses in other people affairs. What matter to us is that we deal on ethical basis but
we do not interfere with what other parties do with others people except on basis of providing
honest and good advices
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------------Question 3: Shill Bidding
From: Ahmed
Assalam Alaykum. Is shill bidding considered haram?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ahmed
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh

Shill bidding is not permissible in Islam. The Prophet, pbuh, is reported to have specifically
prevented shill bidding. The Arabic word for it is al Najash النجـش.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Aug. 12, 2014
Question 1: Using bank Interest for personal spending
From: Abdul
I have heard that it is not allowed to spend bank interest. Please, let me know how I can
dispose of bank interest.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Abdul
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Interest is prohibited in our Shari’ah being Riba (increment on a loan). if a Muslim get
unlawfully an amount of money from another person he or she must give back this money to its
true owner where she/he got it from unless returning it adds to the evil practices. This rule also
applies on interest. It is unlawful and you got it is from an institution which practice the same
unlawful transaction. In such cases one cannot earn it because it is Haram and should not
return it to the payer because this increases the evil practices. The solution is to give it to
charity rather than wasting it by throwing the money in the drainage. For the poor it becomes
permissible because he does not earn it unlawfully and for you it is not considered Sadaqah
because it is not yours. However, you will be rewarded InShaAllah by God for preserving your
own money clean from the pollution of Haram money. By the Way, you must not use this
interest money from anything that gives you any benefit or pay any of your obligations because
it is not yours according to Shari’ah.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: Riba and checking account
From: Ahmed
Riba (interest)
Assalam Alaykum. Is it true that even though I have a checking account where I don't have to
pay interest, am I still being affected by it? And will I be accounted for what I'm being affected
by on the Judgment Day?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim

Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ahmed
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If your intention from having a checking account is to help the bank making Riba transactions,
this is true!
But you know nobody ever open an account with the bank for this intention. Leaving money
with a bank helps it for its Haram transactions, there is no doubt about this but your leave it
with it for your own convenience and safekeeping not to help the bank. accordingly, if there are
Islamic banks in your area it is better to have your checking account with it, you are helping it
making permissible transactions, I don’t say it is then Haram to have a checking account with a
conventional bank where there are Islamic banks but it is close to Haram unless there are other
conveniences you got from the conventional bank and you should try to keep minimum amount
with it at all times.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 3: Working in Bank Is Halal or Haram?
From: Zayan
Assalam Alaykum. Banking involves simple interest, compound interest, etc. since interest on
money based loan in banks, my question is: is it halal for a Muslim to work in bank and earn
from that job?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Zayan
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Working in a bank certainly helps it do its business which includes a lot of Haram. But in Haram
matters we should not be liberal in expansion of rules, we rather should be very restricted
because the Haram should be very clear and should be supported by doubtless and fault-proof
argument. The Prophet, pbuh, mentioned four things in Raba which are Haram: taking it, giving
it, writing its contract and being a witness to it. any job which requires a person to be part of
any of these four functions is Haram. If one works in a conventional bank in jobs which do not
involve any part of these four functions we can’t claim that it is Haram. For instance a lawyer
who reviewed an interest-based contract is committing a Haram action because this review is a
part of writing it but a teller who handles money in a bank is not committing a Haram because
this is not specifically a part of them.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------Question 4: Borrowing for medical expenses

From: Hajji
Interest
Assalam Alaykum. May Allah reward you all for the good work doing spreading the knowledge
of Islam through this Internet keep it up.
I have question regarding interest when borrowing, I am missing the two front teeth for nearly
two years after falling off a bike and I am wearing a denture for the moment but what I need is
implant to be done as soon as possible because the dentist told me that if I don't get it done by
now, I might lose bones so might not be to have done later in live so implant cost about 2500
and I can't afford it now but I can borrow it. If I do so, I have to pay interest and I am aware of
that it is haram but the implant is something serious it have to be done so my question is: is the
interest permissible in this situation?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Hajji
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I understand that most dental service provider (at least in America) offer you a payment on
installment for a higher amount than the immediate cash payment. this arrangement is
permissible because it is sale based. But when this is not available and there is no other way to
get a loan without interest (which I doubt very much because every one of us must have some
friends and family around for such a small amount) it seems this becomes permissible because
of the urgency you described.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------------Question 5: what is Zakah
From: Ubaid
As-salamu `Alaykum. Sir, I want to know what Zakah is; on what things we have to pay Zakah?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ubaid
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Zakah is the third pillar of Islam without it a person is not a Muslim. It is the sister of prayer and
is mentioned in the Qur’an very often next to it. It is a right due to the poor and needy imposed
by Allah on every Muslim who owns wealth. Details of it came in the Sunnah as the Prophet,
pbuh, gave the details of its percentage on different items of wealth such as money and its
likes, livestock, agricultural products, etc. he also gave item which are exempt from Zakah such
as own residence, own transportation, own cloth, etc. I suggest that you go on the internet and
make some reading about it, you may use my website www.kahf.net for that and many others.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin

Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------Question 6: Forex Trading
From: Abdul-Rahman
As-salamu `Alaykum. My name is Abdulrahman, a low income earner looking for other means
to support myself/family financially.
Someone advised me to learn and start Forex trading and I've been hearing different views
about how its ruling in Islam.
While I'm trying to check on line, I got to know about an Islamic Forex account. I just wanted to
know if it's halal to trade using such accounts in this link http://halalbinaryoptions.com/.
If not, can you help in suggesting other sites or other means to make halal money from home?
Jazakum Allah Khairan.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Abdul-Rahman
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Forex is not trade it is speculation and speculation is Haram. It is simply a form of gambling.
What is called Islamic Forex is speculation without interest. Which is equally not permissible
because of the problem of speculation.
I suggest that you should seek real business like sale on line, providing outsourced services from
home any many others.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------------Question 7: Does a mother have right for the money of her orphan children?
From: Dalia
Assalam Alaykum! Does a mother have right for the money of her orphan children? She spends
for them from her own income, but also receives money for her orphan children from the state;
can she spend them for herself too? Thank you.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Dalia
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I understand that money given from state for children is given to be spent on them not to be
saved. States give child support in small amounts intended for spending, when this money is
added to the mother income and spending is done from the total, then any amount left over at
the end of the month in fact belongs to the mother because it is the residue of her income not
the residue of the state support.
If I did not answer your question, it is because I did not understand it. then please give it with

more details and an example.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Aug. 26, 2014
Question 1: Interest and profit
From: Abass
When the bank is not supposed to make interest in Islam, does that mean it’s forbidden to
make a profit?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Abass
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Allah Subhanahu Wa Ta’’ala in the Qur’an prohibited Riba but did not prohibit finance, what is
the difference? Riba is an increment in a debt whether when it is initiated by a loan or when its
maturity is extended. Finance can be done through a loan or through other ways such as sale
on credit, renting or putting financial resources together to create new companies, projects and
ventures.
In the same section of Surah No. 2 of the Qur’an [2: 275-283] where Riba is prohibited with
strong words sale is said to be Halal and debts resulted from such sale (being sale on credit) are
regulated. In this section 279 defines Riba as any increment above principal of the loan or debt.
Sale on credit is another form of financing where the price is higher than the cash price, leasing
is also a form of financing because one gets an asset and use it for the payment of a small
periodical amount. So is creating partnership. In all these forms the finance provider makes
profit or return. This is the foundation of Islamic banking and their practices.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: Zakah on Property
From: Eman
Assalam Alaykum. I have a few questions regarding Zakah on properties. The first property I
have is a shop which is not on my name yet and also the builders have not finished the
construction for the last 2 years. I had bought the shop with the intention of renting it, but
because the construction is not over, I am now planning on selling it but it has not been sold
yet. Secondly, I have a house for which I have paid the whole amount including the registration
charges but the builder is neither completing the construction, nor has done the registration in
my name.
In fact I am thinking of pursuing court case against the builder. The intention at the time of

buying was for renting or selling for profit but I am unable to anything now since year 2008. The
third property is house which is paid complete and registered also in my name but the
construction is just not getting over since many years. In the above scenarios am I obliged to
give Zakah on this?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Eman
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Zakah is due on your wealth with the exception of properties, personal and real, which you and
your family use for your own living and convenience.
These properties that you mentioned are all items of wealth which are not for personal and
family use. As a principle they are subject to Zakah every year as items of wealth and richness.
They are locked in dispute and inability to produce any income or fulfill their objectives for you.
This is an issue which is considered in the determination of due Zakah and in its due date.
You need to estimate the present value of all these properties on the day of your Zakah and
take into consideration the existing disputes in this estimation. Once the amount of Zakah is
determined, its payment maybe delayed until all these issues are solved. The principle is that
Zakah due on each property is paid out of it but when you liquidate you need to pay the due
amounts of Zakah on all past years.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Sept. 12, 2014
Question 1: claiming a lottery prize and using it
From: Ahmed
Assalam Alaykum, brother. I have a question. My brother plays the lottery occasionally. One
time he won a large sum of money from playing the lottery. But he didn't want to go claim it
because he told me he owed the state some money. So Then he told me to go claim it for him
and pretend I was the one who won that prize. So I did go claim it for him, and to this day it has
been in my bank account. But since I've been using some of it, does this mean I have to pay
back what I used even though it's in my own bank account?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ahmed
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
You said that the money is not yours and it belongs to your brother. If so, how come you allow
yourself to use some of it. If you did this without prior permission from your brother it is then a
betrayal of trust. If the money belongs to your brother, being placed on his request in your

account does not give you any right over it.
On the other hand, you made a lie by claiming this money in his name. this is a fraud which is
punishable by law and is a sin in Shari’ah.
Yet another point. This money is Haram money and your brother must give it to charity because
it came from gambling (lottery). Your brother musty give it to charity and you must not keep it
with you because that is helping him keeping Haram money.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: paying extra for discounting benefits
From: Mubarak
Salam. I bought something worth dhs20 with dhs30 due to some benefits attached, like raffle
tickets, discount vouchers, especially from eateries. I need to know if I have committed Riba.
I'm eager to see the answer.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Mubarak
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The fact is you paid an amount (the additional amount in the price) for these other benefits.
This is not Riba. but this sale is most likely incorrect from Shari’ah point of view because what
you bought for the additional ten dirham is not determined in an exact way.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 3: making business in Forever company
From: Nuri
As-salamu Alaykum. I need advice concerning a business. I entered a company called forever
living, and a kind sister who invited me to it researched a lot upon whether it is halal or
whether is it a pyramid scheme. From her efforts she found that it is halal. However, to be on
the safe side I want to understand exactly how is it different from a pyramid scheme and does
the business include any gambling.
I joined the company through buying £100 worth of products; others join through paying £200
and receiving business pack on how to start the business. Either way we all receive a lot of help
from mentors in starting our own forever living business.
I was given a fatwa from a very good website (Masha’ Allah) and I don't doubt what they say
about pyramid schemes, but does it relate to the forever business? This is what I am worried
about.
The forever living company presentation:
You can watch the whole thing, which is 40 min long, or skip to 20 minutes in where they
describe how people earn a living.

Please, try to help me. I hope the information I provided is enough.
Jazaka Allah Khair Wassalam Alaykum.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Nuri
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I don’t give Fatwa on basis of websites. Please write all the details of benefits and payments if
you want me to answer.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------Question 4: Gifts and inheritance
From: Shehmir
Assalam Alaykum, My name is Shehmir & I am living in Pakistan. I am facing a dilemma & I
want your help to clear this.
BACKGROUND: My father had gifted his property share to my mother as “Hiba-Bila-Ewaz” in
1985. At the time of gift my father was well & not facing any illness and given the gift without
any sort of pressure. I have three sisters & no brothers.
My father died in 1999. We were living in that property until it was sold in 2002. From the
consideration received from the sale of property share, my mother bought a flat in my name (as
place of residence) and invested remaining cash in relative’s business. At that time I was minor
(Age of 15 years) & one sister was unmarried. She got married in 2005.
Now I am living in the flat with my mother. In 2012, we withdrew our investment from
relative’s business. My mother decided to distribute the cash among her three daughters & one
son as per Shari`ah Law. My sisters accepted the cash but also demanded their share in flat as
per Shari`ah Law. My mother’s wish is that flat should never be sold as this is our place of
residence and that why she bought the flat in my name.
But now unfortunately one of my sisters (living aboard) threatened to take us in the court as
according to her she has the right in his father’s property. I am very puzzled at this moment.
Although the flat is legally mine but I am not sure whether according to Shari`ah law this flat is
mine.
As my mother didn’t declare in writing that she bought this flat in my name as “hiba” but she is
saying this orally. I don’t want anything extra if this is against the Supreme Law of Allah. I also
don’t want to be in any sort of dispute with my sisters but at the same time I don’t want to sell
this flat as this our sole place for residence and is against my mother wish.
I also currently don’t have enough money to give my sisters. I want answers & suggestions on
following questions.
QUESTIONS:
1- Was my father’s gift to my mother valid in Shari`ah Law?
2- Was my mother’s decision to buy a flat in my name correct in Shari`ah Law? Is there is any
need to put this in writing that she has done this as “hiba”?
3- What should I do now in order to peacefully resolve this matter?

Please, do ask me if you need any further information before suggesting valid answers.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Shahmir
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
1. If the property given as a gift to your mother by father is registered in the official records of
the city/county, it is then a valid gift and no one has any claim on it. mother is free to do
anything and children have no claim of inheritance on this property.
2. If mother bought the flat to you and put it in your name from her own money which is from
sale of her property (if the sold property was hers as per official records) this is then a gift to
you. Justice (as mentioned by the Prophet, pbuh in regard to gifts to children) requires that
mother should give to other children of hers equal amounts like she gave you. Lack of justice
makes her sinful but the gift to you is valid. This is if there are no other reasons such as because
you take care of her and others do not or you are in need and others are not in need, in such
cases she may give preference to you without being sinful. Anyhow the gift to you is valid from
Shari’ah point of view whether with a sin on mother’s part or not. Further the fact that she
record this flat in your name is more important than any written document to confirm gift
giving. This means that sisters have no claim on this flat according to the ‘if’ mentioned at the
beginning.
3. For reconciliation mother may tell them that she gave you this flat as a gift because she
lives with you and may give them some cash extra token money to please them.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------------Question 5: Beautician job
From: shumaila
As-salam Alaykum. Is that the job of beautician alright in Islam?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Shumaila
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
As a job it is not Haram. If you are asked by a customer to do something Haram (e.g. removing
her from areas that should be covered) you should not accept to do it. otherwise beautification
of body and surrounding is encouraged in our religion.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------------Question 6: Zakah on providence fund contribution

From: Ahmed
I am a government employee and I have a compulsory Provident Fund. Should I pay 'Zakah' for
the amount deposited in my PF Account?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ahmed
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Being compulsory is not sufficient to determine. Tell me please in details and precisely all your
right on the Fund in order to determine whether you own in fact the accumulated money in this
Fund or not. This is the criteria for Zakatability. For instance Social Security in America is not
subject to Zakah while some Providence Funds in Singapore are subject to it.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 7: Receiving commission on fund raising
From: Mohammed
Salam. Can we receive commission on donations collected for Islamic institutions? In India there
is a practice of taking 40 or 50 percent of total collected funds for Islamic institutions. The
teachers of the institutions are engaged in this activity. The people will donate from Zakah and
Sadaqah considering the service of the institutions and relation of the people who accompany
with the teachers.
This collection is happened in the month of Ramadan. Teachers take leave salary for the month
as it is vacation for them. Is it permissible to take such huge commission?
If yes, doesn’t the people who accompany with them have a share in it? How far is it allowed
from the Zakah amount? Within a couple of days teachers make lakhs of money as commission
and there are many people who became rich accordingly. Can I also engage in such activities?
Please advise me. Thank you.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Mohammed
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I believe this commission as described is immoral and not permissible in Shari’ah.
Alternatively you can hire a person to conduct a fund raising activity and pay him a definite
amount as wage.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------Question 8: Why interest is Hara?

From: Saazu
Assalam Alaykum. I would like to know why interest is haram in Islam and what sort of interest
is haram? Jazakum Allah Khair.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Saazu
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Interest is an increment in a debt (when you create it by giving a loan or when you extend it). it
is Haram because of the clear text in the Qur’an [2:275] “and prohibited Riba ّم
وحر
الـربـا.” Its reason is: it is an increase in a thing (debt) which does not increase. A debt does
not generate increments because of its nature. This makes any claimed increase untrue and
virtual. Payment of interest is a payment of money for an expectation which may happen or
may not happen. This is injustice as the Qur’an describes it.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------------Question 9: Zakah calculation on a car, giving it to Madrasah
From: Salem
Assalam Alaykum. Thank you for answering my question which posted the last 3 up to 5 days.
Today I have other questions:
1- How can I calculate Zakah for motor vehicle?
2- Can I use Zakah for building madrasa (place for teaching & learning the Qur’an)?
3- I am the employee in a certain place, but I have taken a loan in which I pay it through my
monthly salary to deduct a certain amount. Out of my employment I have got money which can
be enough to go for Hajj.
So, may I go for Hajj while the loan still does not yet finish to repay? Because I will pay it for
every month through my salary?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Salem
1. A personal vehicle which you use is not subject to Zakah. A business vehicle which is a part
of the business net worth is subject to Zakah on the net value of net worth on the day of Zakah
at 2.5% per lunar year. A vehicle in a car dealer shop is subject to Zakah also as a part of its
inventory/ net worth.
2. Zakah may not be used for madrasa, it may be used through the madrasa management
(provided you trust it will abide by the rules) to distribute as food, cloth, and books to poor
students in it.
3.
Going for Hajj while under debt is permissible as long as you have arrangement for
payment of the debt and you do not specifically need the money of Hajj for due-debt payment.
Wa Allah A’lam

Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------Question 10: youth Loan programs
As From: . . .
-salamu `Alaykum. Dear sheikh, my question is: our country gives the youth loans to establish
private institutions. But the problem is that these loans are in the following form:
The person shares in the capital with 5%, the agency that the country has founded to create
projects for the unemployed youth shares with 25% via non-interest loan and the General Bank
shares with 75% on the condition that the state ensures paying all the interests of the bank
loan. The loans are in the form of a check directed to the owner of the project “directed check”.
Please, enlighten us.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br.
Your question has a vague part “ensure paying the interest” if it means the government pays
the interest to central bank, then all the loan whether from the foundation or from the CB are
without interest as far as you are concerned. This makes it permissible to benefit from this loan
provided you pledge to pay it (principal) back. If it means the government guarantees your
payment of the interest, this part of the loan is interest-based which make it not permissible in
Shari’ah/
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------Question 11: Zakah on RRSP
From: Mohamed
Assalam Alaykum. Do I have to pay Zakah on my RRSP account (Registered Retirement Savings
Plan)? I am currently earning and have a percentage of my salary paid directly into a pension
fund by the employer. I am not sure if this is similar to the pension plans done usually by
government in the Middle East countries. Jazakum Allah Khairan.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Mohamed
The RRSP in Canada is subject to Zakah because you own it and you have authority over its
investment although there is penalty for withdrawal. Every lunar year ()you may replace it by a
solar year and use the rate of 2.578%) you need to add the balance of this account to other
Zakatable assets you may have and pay Zakah at 2.5%. you have an option to delay payment on
this RRSP until you withdraw at retirement age but this means that you need to calculate due
Zakah on it every lunar year and it is considered a debt on you until it is paid.

Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Sept. 24, 2014
Question 1: Employment insurance and Canadian Pension Plan
From: Anas
Assalam Alaykum. My employer give the option not to participate in EI (employment insurance)
and CPP (Canadian pension plan), hence it up to me to join, so is it halal or haram? In other
word is CPP and EI halal or haram? And If I can opt out shall I opt out or I can still opt in?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Anas
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Please give details of obligations and benefits and management and investment of these two
plans so that we can check their permissibility
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------Question 2: Conventional Mortgage
From: Naeem, Canada
Assalam Alaykum. I have a question about the mortgage. Is it permissible to buy one house for
ourselves on mortgage? I have heard but not sure that there is a Fatwa for this issue. Please,
advise. Jazaka Allah Naeem.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Naeem
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The Fatwa on conventional mortgage if Islamic finance is not available is correct and adopted
by the second international conference on Fiqh held in Detroit in the fall of 1999. However, it
has the following conditions:
1. It is for families who require housing for themselves for reasons of security, education,
neighborhood, financial, etc.
2. There must be no Islamic finance available for them.
3. It is for residence not for investment.
I suggest that you should check first for Islamic finance, there are several companies which
offer it in Canada and US.

Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------Question 3: Giving Zakah to a cousin for treatment
From: Samiul
Hi, I have a cousin who is ill and needs money for his treatment. He does have some wealth of
his own, such as house, car, and shops. But not even cash for treatment. In this type of cases,
can we give Zakah to him? Regards, Sami.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Sami
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The way you described him he seems to me no within the definition of poor who deserve
Zakah. He can dispose of some of his properties or meanwhile borrow.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------Question 4: Halal meat
From: Agnieszka
Hello. I'm a Muslim girl from Poland. I used to eat halal meat even though it's very hard to buy
it in my country. From few days producing halal meat is forbidden in Poland. Is it permissible for
me to eat meat that is not halal? What should I do about it?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Agnieszka
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
There are two definitions of Halal. The Hanafi: 1) slaughtered by a Muslim, Christian or Jew, 2)
cutting 3 out of the four lines of blood, food and air, and 3)mention the name of Allah at time of
cutting.
The Shafi’i and Hanbali: 1 and 2 only except in case of necessity (e.g., the animal is dying) then
condition 2 is replaced by any cut that make some blood spill out.
You may choose the second view comfortably but the 2 conditions especially cutting 3 of 4 are
necessary since Poland’s people are generally Christians.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------

Question 5: Mortgage And Loan
From: Youcef
Salemo alikom. My question is about buying a house by banks loan and paying mortgage. I am
new here in Canada; I need to settle down with my family as we are having a hard time to find a
place. Sometimes landlords don't accept children, if they do, you don't have a choice who is
going to be your neighbors (partying and loud music...), and also I can't afford to rent a
townhouse, or a house. So, I need a clear answer please, and what other alternatives do we
have (please provide references).
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Youcef
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The Fatwa on conventional mortgage if Islamic finance is not available is correct and adopted
by the second international conference on Fiqh held in Detroit in the fall of 1999. However, it
has the following conditions:
1. It is for families who require housing for themselves for reasons of security, education,
neighborhood, financial, etc.
2. There must be no Islamic finance available for them.
3. It is for residence not for investment.
I suggest that you should check first for Islamic finance, there are several companies which
offer it in Canada and US.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------Question 6: Customer Service in Insurance
From: Abdul work as a customer service rep with an insurance broker. I take calls from the
clients and provide information on their policies and send information on any changes to the
insurance company. I do not sell insurance. Is this job halal?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Khan
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Insurance itself is controversial. If you accept the view of permissibility especially in the US and
Canada, this work is permissible. Otherwise it is a necessary part of servicing the contract and
part of offering it.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------

Question 7: Interest Money
From: Siraj
Assalam o Alaykum. Is the earned money (interest) by a saving account halal? Jazaka Allah.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Siraj
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Interest on bank accounts, of any kinds is Riba which is prohibited in the Qur’an. It Haram to
contract, take or give and if a Muslim inadvertently to receive any interest, he/she must give it
to charity for distribution to poor and needy.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------Question 8: House Mortgage
From: Nadeem am a new immigrant (just under two years) and been living in rental houses and
I am interested in buying a house but not sure whether mortgage is halal or not. I get different
views some says that under the circumstances when you are in very much need one can take
mortgage. I tried to take Ijara loans but found out that these are banned now in Canada. Kindly
advise. Thanks. Nadeem.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Nadeem
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The Fatwa on conventional mortgage if Islamic finance is not available is correct and adopted
by the second international conference on Fiqh held in Detroit in the fall of 1999. However, it
has the following conditions:
1. It is for families who require housing for themselves for reasons of security, education,
neighborhood, financial, etc.
2. There must be no Islamic finance available for them.
3. It is for residence not for investment.
I suggest that you should check first for Islamic finance, there are several companies which
offer it in Canada and US.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------Question 9: Zakah on RESP
From: Akmal
Question 1: I have RESP, RRSP accounts. The money in RRSP and RESP is not accessible till

retirement. Do we need to pay Zakahul-mal money on RESP & RRSP? Also, the money in these
accounts is invested in the stock market. Do we need to pay Zakahul-mal (money) on total
amount or gain in given (this) year?
Question 2: Does mortgage on the house I am living is considered debt when calculating Zakah?
Could you please let me as soon as possible?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Akmal
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
All the your balance in RESP and RRSP is subject to Zakah. On the day when your Zakah is due
you should add the balances of these accounts to other Zakatable assets and calculate Zakah on
all. All the balances are subject to Zakah including their accumulated profits. This is repeated
every lunar year.
Mortgage on your residence is not deductible because the residence itself is not subject to
Zakah/mortgage on investment property is deductible from the market value of the property
and the net is subject to Zakah.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------Question 10: Is machine slaughtered halal?
From: Nisreen
Assalam Alaykum, Is machine slaughtered halal, especially for chicken where a single Muslim
operator press a button and say one time the name of Allah for a whole batch of chicken(8400
chickens per hour). In other hand, what are the conditions to make a hand slaughter halal (the
name of Allah must be pronounced at the time of slaughtering for each animal)? Most of the
four veins must cut, the slaughterer must be either a Muslim or from the People of the Book
are these a must conditions).
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Nisreen
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If you take it literally, the name of Allah must be mentioned individually on each animal at the
time of slaughtering. Machine slaughtering with one time name of Allah does not fulfill the
requirement. And does not make Halal according to the first definition.
There are two definitions of Halal. The Hanafi: 1) slaughtered by a Muslim, Christian or Jew, 2)
cutting 3 out of the four lines of blood, food and air, and 3)mention the name of Allah at time of
cutting.
The Shafi’i and Hanbali: 1 and 2 only except in case of necessity (e.g., the animal is dying) then
condition 2 is replaced by any cut that make some blood spill out.
You may choose the second view comfortably but the 2 conditions especially cutting 3 of 4 are

necessary since Poland’s people are generally Christians.
According to the second view machine slaughtering is OK.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------Question 11: ISNA Home Financing
From: Tanvire As-salamu Alaykum. Could you please shed some light on the home financing
option provided by ISNA (www.isnahousing.org <http://www.isnahousing.org> )? Is it
something in accordance with Shari’ah? JJK, Tanvire.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br./Sr. Tanvire
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I don’t give Fatwa on website info.
Please describe their contract in detail in order to answer your question
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------------Question 12: House Mortgage
From: Nisrine
salamo Alaykum. We are unable to find a healthy house with good price. We can afford 20% for
a modest house just to avoid neighbors who smoke or drink, and to have some privacy. Is it
halal to take a mortgage from the bank? The maximum of the house is 250 000$ or less. Jazaka
Allah Khayran.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Nisrine
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The Fatwa on conventional mortgage if Islamic finance is not available is correct and adopted
by the second international conference on Fiqh held in Detroit in the fall of 1999. However, it
has the following conditions:
1. It is for families who require housing for themselves for reasons of security, education,
neighborhood, financial, etc.
2. There must be no Islamic finance available for them.
3. It is for residence not for investment.
I suggest that you should check first for Islamic finance, there are several companies which
offer it in Canada and US.
Wa Allah A’lam

Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------Question 13: Availability of Islamic finance in Canada
Islamic Financing
From: Sarah
Salam I would like to know of the availability of Islamic financing institutions in Calgary or
Edmonton. My husband and I want to buy a house and are looking for Halal ways.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Sarah
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The Assiniboine Credit Union has Islamic home financing check with it. Also check the Islamic
House Financing Cooperative if it offers finance in your area
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------Question 14: Is renting a Mortgaged Property Permissible?
From: Mohammad
Assalam-o-Alaykum. Is rental property with mortgage on it allowed?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Mohammad
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If I understand your question correct, it applies to any rental property in the U S and Canada.
What matters to you is only the contract between you and the other party. it is none of your
business to ask about relation of other party with other people. it does not matter to you
whatever that relation is.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------Question 15: Zakah on sold gold
From: M
I bought a gold bangle 2 years back for my spouse, but I did not fit her size. So this year (6
months back) I sold it to a person and with that money I bought another bangle for her. Now,
that I sold the old one, but bought the new one just few months back. Do I need to pay Zakah
on the new one? Or do I still need to pay Zakah on old one? Or I don't need to pay on both?

Please clarify.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. M
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Zakah is on what you have on the day when a full lunar year passes on having a Nisab.
When you calculate the due Zakah you add what you have of gold, silver, cash money, bank
accounts, balances of saving and retirement plans, investments in stocks and businesses, debts
on others, etc. and you multiply the total by 2.5% .
Gold you sold during the year is something you do not have and its price became part of the
cash unless you spent it
Gold you gave to your wife as a gift is owned by her not by you and she is required to pay Zakah
on it (of course you may volunteer paying it on her behalf).
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------Question 16: Student Loans
From: Fareya
I'm planning on applying for a student loan for university, but I don't want a loan in case I'm
unable to pay it, or in case I die and can't pay it. Can you please advise because I still need the
money to go to university?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br./Sr. Fareya
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Any loan with interest is not permissible whether for studying or any other purpose unless
under the conditions of necessity. Interest is Riba which is prohibited in the Qur’an with
strongest terms.
If you take a student loan of the kind that does not charge interest or no interest for a period
which you are 100% sure you can pay the loan before it expires this makes it without interest.
But if you are not sure of ability to pay before it generates interest it is Haram to take it.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
******************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Oct. 16, 2014
Question 1: Zakah on rrsp

From: Yusuff
I have an outstanding mortgage 169,000.00 & I have RRSP approximately 15000.00 plus some
additional credit card approximately 4500.00. Do I need to pay Zakah? I just need to know, I
normally pay every year on the RRSP that I have but I have to borrow money from my line of
credit to pay. I just need an honest answer to please myself.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Yusuf
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
To give you a specific answer I need to know your other assets, gold, bank accounts, shares,
investment properties, etc. and monthly or yearly savings after payment of the mortgage and
family and personal expenses.
For now I can say the mortgage you owe (169000) is not deductible from Zakatable assets. RRSP
balances are subject to Zakah and the debt to credit cards are deductible from the total of
Zakatable items
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: receiving government money
From: Sara
I am disabled and the doctors and government have decided that I am entitled to receive
disabled benefits. My husband works but at a not a very well paid job. Is it OK for me to collect
these benefits? Even though my husband is working?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Sara
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If you are entitled to these benefits, yes it is definitely permissible to take them regardless of
the work and income of your husband.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------------Question 3: Zakah on gold but have no house
From: Ihtasham
I have 7 tola gold and 350000 Pakistani rupees but I do not own a house and live in a rented
house? Is Zakah wajib on me?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim

Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ihtasham
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Yes of course on all the gold, money and any other investment assets, savings and the like. it
doesn’t matter if you do not own a house this is your choice. If you buy a house to live in the
house you live in will not be subject to Zakah.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------------Question 4: Chicken from supermarket, halal or haram?
From: Idil
Is it haram to buy the chicken from the superstore because some of them said that it doesn't
matter?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Idil
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I don’t know what is hiken. Probably you mean chicken.
Chicken in the USA and Canada that are sold to public are required by law to be slaughtered
and blood drained. The technical way of slaughtering conforms with the Shari’ah requirement
even with the electric stunning of the animal. The difference in mention the name of Allah at
slaughtering time. This is an ancient difference between scholars. If you believe it is only
recommended, not obligatory like me and the schools of Shafi’i and hanbali, you can buy it and
eat it. but if you believe it is a must as in the Hanafi, you should not eat it.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------------Question 5: Student Loans
From: Habeeba
I have taken tuition fees out to complete a degree. I have also taken a maintenance loan out (I
could have still done the degree without taking the maintenance loan out), the following years.
I will not take it out. Will my janaza get done if I do not pay all of this back (I am planning on to
pay it back if I get a job); it is a high amount.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Habeeba
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh

Make all efforts to pay the loans and avoid any interest loans in the future. All interest loan are
Haram except in case of necessity.
You Janaza, when you die, is not going to be done by the bank which gave you the loans! Do not
worry about them now. You will cross that bridge then.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------------Question 6: Kosher and machine slaughtered meat
From: Umar
I have two questions:
Q 1: Is Kosher allowed even when we have halal option? I have read some neutral articles
saying it’s completely ok to have it while some calling it only in a case where we don't have
option of halal available.
Q 2: Can a machine slaughter be called halal as well? In Calgary can we consume machine
slaughter if slaughter available? Can you kindly answer with reference to any hadiths, fatwa or
belief of specific school of thought/sect?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Umar
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
True kosher is equally permissible. But a Muslim in America should be careful about kosher for
two points: 1) some kosher is not true because it was in the news sometimes ago that a Rabbi
in New York blessed a whole slaughter house and claimed it kosher without cutting actually the
veins of each animal, and 2) some businesses in America donate to the occupying power in
Palestine. It is Haram to support such businesses.
Machine slaughter is as Halal and hand knife. Hand knife, after all, is a machine too but it is the
machine of the past. You cannot find a hadith on this but you need a Hadith to prevent it. if it is
easier for the worker and the animal it falls under the general Hadith that the Prophet, pbuh,
always preferred what is easier. Besides, the OIC Fiqh Academy discussed this Issue in its
meeting in November 2013 and did not make any objection to using the machine although it
stressed the idea of cutting the veins and draining the blood out.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------Question 7: Working as a Cashier at Safeway
From: Aamer
I just wanted to ask; is it right to work as a cashier at safe way or any other superstore? You
have to scan the pork and other haram things with the halal things as well. Someway or other it
touches your body. Is it right? Earnings from such job will be considered halal?
My Answer:

Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Aamer
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I am hesitant to say it is Haram because it is a miner part of the job. But honestly ringing pork,
liquor and products in which they exist is not permissible in Shari’ah and is included of the
prohibition of their sale, as a cashier you are selling it to the benefit of the owner and this
action is prohibited.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------------Question 8: Islamic bank loan
From: Ouassila
Lately I did a sin of buying a house with loan (Riba). Since then I am contacting all Islamic banks
to take over my mortgage and I pay in halal way but I discovered that many Islamic banks
actually do the same thing I found this bank: http://www.ijaraloans.com
<http://www.ijaraloans.com/> . Pleas, advice if they are good to continue with them I want to
clear this matter as soon as possible.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Ouassila
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Islamic banks are not same as Riba based banks. Islamic banks and finance companies provide
finance for house purchase on the basis of either sale on credit or lease to own.
Ijaraloan does not do that. It asks you to take an interest loan and create a trust for you to
transfer the loan to the trust. The reality is the trust represent you and is considered your agent
in Shari’ah so you still pay interest. The only thing you do with this Ijaraloan is to lose the fee
they charge you and change, in fact, nothing. This is a modern way of cheating Muslims.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------------Question 9: renting a part of the house to pay the mortgage
Mortgage
From: Amne
My question is regarding Riba that we pay on our mortgages. If I were to rent out my basement
or my house and it paid the whole monthly payment. So that would be principal and interest, I
that way am I still considered paying Riba or not?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim

Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Amne
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Apparently yes because you are the owner and you are the person who is required to pay the
Riba to the bank whether you rent the basement or not. But if it is your residence and you need
to buy a house for family and other reason, and there is no Islamic finance available, this may
not InShaAllah sinful.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------Question 10: interests are built in any profit
From: Yazan
I met with a financial adviser to get my retirement fund invested. He mentioned that interests
are built in any profit I will make from investing in stock market these days unlike the situation
a number of years ago. He is not Muslim but has advised me that if I cannot accept interests,
then stock market is not the place to go to. I have read your answer to “is stock market
haram?” and I just want to see if above fact is true or not and if true, wouldn't it make stock
market haram in general?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Yazan
No it is not true and there is a big difference between a company whose main line of business is
interest based and a company whose main line of business is Halal but it deals with interest in
some of its transactions.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------Question 11: Free Competitions for prizes
From: Saz
Is it haram to enter this? A competition which is FREE to enter; basically I have to correct
predict football scores in matches. Free to enter no fee and prize is money.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Saz
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If there is hidden condition for entrance, it is not Haram to enter this competition, but to me it
seems unreasonable, at least why should anyone pay prizes for this kind of competition?

Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------Question 12: adding amount of interest to the price
From: Zacharie
I would like to finance or lease a car, and I would like to know the following:
If the interest rate is not 0% (which is haram), can I ask the car dealer to take over that interest
and add it to the final price of the car? In other words, on paper, I would be paying 0%, but the
price of the car would go up. Thank you in advance for your time.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Zacharie
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
YES, this arrangement is permissible because it is recognized in Shari’ah that the price on an
item on credit may often be higher than its price cash. The difference is against using the item
while you did not give up its equivalent. Interest is an increase in a debt and the debt does not,
in reality, creates or generates added value through time. Assets and goods generate added
value through time. In Our Shari’ah finance is not prohibited, what is prohibited is finance
which starts from a debt like a loan not when it starts from a commodity like giving a car as in
this question.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------Question 13: taxi driver takes people anywhere and from anywhere
From: Suad
Assalam Alaykum. Respected scholars, I would like to thank you immensely for your great
service.
I would like also your advice regarding this issue: my husband would like to take a job offer
from a taxi company. The company sends you to either pick or drop passengers from different
destinations. Some of the destinations may include clubs, casinos, airports, stores and many
others.
He's confused as to whether earnings from such a job is halal; please advise.
JAZAKA ALLAH. Umm Amina.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Suad
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh

This job is permissible. It is none of your business where these people go or where they come
from or what do they carry with them.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Oct. 24, 2014
Question 1: donation without informing mother
From: Muhammad
I have the problem about donation of Zakah and other money while not hurting his mother.
We are two brothers and one sister. I am the eldest and I have one younger sister and one
younger brother. I live in Calgary, Canada. My mother, brother and sister live in a village of
Rampur district in Bangladesh. My mother and brother live together and my sister lives with her
husband. I want to donate secretly in my relatives and other poor people in my village to get
the highest reward from Allah. My mother minds if I don’t inform her. If I send money through
her, my brother knows that, because he withdraws money from the bank on behalf of my
mother.
My brother is not practicing Islam yet. He does not pray salah properly and he has not
knowledge about Islam. His wife is also the same thing and she was not practicing Islam. My
mother gets fear to my brother and his wife. My mother wants to satisfy them. She cannot
speak against them as they do not honor them if my mother goes against them.
If I send money for donation or Zakah to my mother account, they withdraw the money from
her account and make their own judgment. Even they have not knowledge about Islam and
even I guide them to distribute the money properly but sometimes they do not follow my guide
line.
I heard from my village that a quarrel is made between my mother and my brother and his wife
to distribute the money. I just heard this from my village last year. But my mother denied that
as my mother does not want to give bad feeling to me about my brother and his wife.
Last year, when we went to our village to visit my mother, my brother’s wife made rough
behavior with my mother in law. My mother does not tell me the truth about them as she gets
fear that if I know about those things, then I will not help them. Even I sent money to my
mother and my brother takes money every month from my mother. But he denied to us and
tells us that he does not take money from me.
Last year, when I went to visit my mother and I gave Tk. 10000/= to him to pay in shop but he
regretted to me about this. He is very much dishonest. If I send donation or Zakah to my
mother, if my brother see those amount and he asked my mother to give this money to him
first. He is serving in the school and earning good. He also takes my lands to get the crops. Each
month, also he takes money from my mother what I sent to her. He is not economical. He
expenses a lot of money each month beyond his limit. I also told my mother to inform my
brother that my brother should talk to me directly in case of his any serious financial need. In
that case I would help him InShaAllah. But he never talks to me about this.
My sister and sister’s husband are honest. I wanted to donate all Zakah and other donations
through my sister’s husband without informing anyone else. But my mother might know that
later on from any other source and she might get hurt in her mind. Thinking this, I informed my

mother that I would like to donate all the Zakah and donation through my sister’s husband. But
my mother now wants to engage my brother in donation of my Zakah and other money. She
wants that I will send some portion of Zakah and donation to her account so that my brother
can withdraw the money to donate and also other portion to my sister's husband account to
donate by sister's husband.
As I said my brother and his wife are not sincere and honest, I do not trust them. My questions
are:
1- What is the proper way of donation of Zakah and other money Islamically? I heard that I
have to ensure that Zakah money has reached the proper place.
Yes, it is your responsibility to make your own Zakah reach the proper recipient and in your
case that you do not trust your brpther for handling it you must not give it to Him. you may give
him other Sadaqah not Zakah.
2I wanted to donate my Zakah and other money through my sister’s husband. But my
mother wants me to send some portion to her account so that my brother can be engaged in
this work. My mother does not want to confess my brother’s dishonesty. In this case, should I
stop donating Zakah and other money in my relatives and village?
I rather you should continue give your Zakah to deserving relatives and village persons, it is
more rewarded by Allah InShaAllah. Give it through a trusted organization or trusted person
and give your mother gifts and Sadaqah and make her under illusion that it may be Zakah if she
insists on Zakah itself.
3- I want to establish a Hafezi Madrasah in my village as village people demands. Should I
include my brother in the committee as he has no Islamic knowledge though my mother wants
to include him in the committee? If he is involved in the committee, he might use it to fulfill his
self-interest. In this case should I establish Madrasah in my village?
Yes, go ahead with establishing the Madrasah and you may include your brother as a member
not treasurer. Also include trusted members who will do well InShaAllah
4- Also my mother wants our family graveyard beside the Madrasah? Is this also permissible
to establish the Madrasah besides graveyard? Please, let me know about my above mentioned
problem to solve Islamically. Jazaka Allah Khairan.
Yes, it is permissible to be beside it not inside it.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Mohamad
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Please see above under your questions in red.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: Money from luck of wife
From: Naheed
I have been married for last 19 years; whenever we are in financial crisis my husband said the
money is from the luck of wife. My question is: is it true? Please, explain it in the light of Islam.

My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Naheed
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Does he also say it when he gets high income or profit as it applies in both cases? Specifically no
it is not true. This is a known thing in Arabic slang rhetoric and may be in other languages.
However, the Qur’an [24:32] advises to accept poor persons when they ask families for
marriage of their daughters even they are poor and promises that God will give them wealth.
And Some companions used to seek marriage if they are poor in order to benefit from this
promise. There is Barakah in marriage no doubt, in this sense yes, a pious wife adds Barakah to
the financial means to her husband.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------Question 3: I work hard but my boss is never satisfied
From: Noman
I am a hard worker and I try my best to do my work but my boss never seems happy and the
other workers don’t even do much work and he is happy with them. Is there a Duaa’ that I
could say to seem a better worker. I don't know why my boss doesn't see my hard work.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Noman
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
There is no specific Duaa that I know but keep doing the right thing, explain it to your boss, and
keep repeating the BEST Istighfar Duaa ever:  خلقتني،اللهم أنت ربي ال إله إال أنت
 أعوذ بك مما صنعت أبوء،وأنا عبدك وأنا على عهدك ووعدك ما استطعت
.لك بنعمتك علي وأبوء بذنبي فاغفر لي فإنه ال يغفر الذنوب إال أنت
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------Question 4: I stole from a partnership shop in which is my father
From: Mashud
I’m 25 years of age. A year before I have stolen money from my father’s shop which was
running under partnership. I took money two times, now the shop is under partnership
problem; I’m not remember exactly how much I have taken, since the money belongs to my
father and another partner.
Now since I’m afraid from my Allah I have to inform my father the truth that I have stolen but
I’m afraid that my father will be under pressure that he had got son like this.

Kindly help me for the sake of Allah? And during my college days I have stolen a mobile of my
senior and I have informed him about that and asked his forgiveness, he said that he have
forgiven me, but I want to return the money for that. He is saying I don’t want money, I asked
him many times, he is not ready to accept the money, but I want to return it?
What should I do? Please, help me for the sake of Allah and our beloved Rasool (Sal)?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Mashud
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
You need to make a deep-hearted repentance as the first thing that you will never repeat any
such things ever. Then try to be extra kind to your father, extra helpful and service-full.
RETURN THE AMOUNT OF MONEY YOU TOOK TO THE BEST YOU REMEMBER AND MAY BE A
LITTLE MORE TO BE SURE THAT YOU GAVE IT BACK ALL if can do that silently without telling
anybody. And give some equivalent or higher gift to the person from whom you took the
mobile.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 5: Islamic finance to buy a house
From: ahmad
I am looking for Islamic finance to buy a house in Calgary. Please, if you can help me about it, I
will appreciate. Because trusting people and organization without knowing them is not easy job
now. Just I am waiting for your help. Jazaka Allah
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ahmad
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Check with Assiniboine credit union, it has Shari’ah compliant offer on house purchase or with
the Islamic Housing Cooperative.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------Question 6: Shari’ah compliant house financing
From: irfan
AOA Skaikh may Allah increase your ilm and daraja as u r helping people with their Shari’ah
related issues
My question briefly is that I don’t want to involve in interest based mortgage and like to have a
halal Shari`ah based financing. So, kindly let me know who is authentically doing this business in

Calgary ab, Canada thanks Jazaka Allah.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Irfan
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Check with Assiniboine credit union, it has Shari’ah compliant offer on house purchase or with
the Islamic Housing Cooperative.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------Question 7: can husband pay the Zakah of wife?
From: Khadiza
I am housewife, but I have Nisab amount of jewelry. Can my husband pay my Zakah? Can I
donate my Zakah to my aunt who is suffering from cancer and need lots of money for her
treatment? She is not able to bear her treatment expense.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Khadiza
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The answer to both questions is YES and your husband get a reward InShaAllah and you get an
additional reward InShaAllah for helping a kin
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------------Question 8: life insurance
From: idriss
Death and burial can be expensive, is taking out a life insurance policy permissible in Islam?
Thank you.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Idris
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Death is never expensive. I assure you that you can die free 100%. Burial in some countries is
expensive, this is a worry of the family of the deceased.
Life insurance is a separate issue whether burial is expensive or not. There are two opinions
about insurance, of all kinds including life. I believe in the permissibility provided it does not

have interest and what you insure is permissible (e.g., insuring a shipment of liquor is not
permissible). According to this view term life insurance is permissible while life insurance which
gives a definite amount after a number of years is not. If you live in America there is a kind of
life insurance for burial which is not based on interest.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------Question 9: Chicken is halal consider it's a bird
From: Khurram
I have been told that we can eat chicken from places like KFC, McDonalds etc. and the reason
behind this was told that in Islam there is no slaughtering of birds and chicken is also bird so it's
always halal to eat. Please, clarify it.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Khurram
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
There is slaughtering of birds and chicken like other animals. In hunting if you shoot an animal
or bird and it dies before you reach it, there is no need to slaughtering otherwise you cut the
veins when you catch it if the bullet does not kill it.
However, chicken sold in markets in the USA and Canada is slaughtered in fulfillment of the
mechanical Shari’ah requirement except mention the name of Allah. There are two views here,
some argue that this mention is necessary and some argue that it is only better not a must.
According to the second view, where I belong, the chicken in the market is Halal as it is
slaughtered in accordance with Shari’ah. according to the other view it is not.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 10: halal chicken
From: shazia
Lots of Muslims eat chicken and say Allah`s name on it. Is it become halal saying Allah`s name
before eating it.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Shazia
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Chicken sold in markets in the USA and Canada is slaughtered in fulfillment of the mechanical
Shari’ah requirement except mention the name of Allah. There are two views here, some argue
that this mention is necessary and some argue that it is only better not a must. According to the

second view, where I belong, the chicken in the market is Halal as it is slaughtered in
accordance with Shari’ah. according to the other view it is not.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 1: paying student loans
From: Fareya
I've heard of a hadith that says that a person who dies with debt will be punished in the grave
until the debt is paid off. If a person dies and they have student loans, what is the best way to
pay them off, and how do we deal with them (because they have to be repaid in four/six
months after the completion of one's degree before interest must be paid? I don't understand
how to deal with student loans and I don't want debt on myself because I don't know when I'm
going to die. What does Islam say?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Fareya
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The best way is to avoid any loan. student loans like other loans are interest-based and a
Muslim should avoid any interest transaction because it invokes a WAR FROM ALLAH AND HIS
MESSENGER.
If you have a student loan try to pay it as soon as you can and live debt free so you may die
debt free.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*************************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Oct. 29, 2014
Question 1: income is not sufficient for all claims and expenses
From: Yahaya
My Predicament
Assalam Alaykum. I am a Nigerian. My father used to pay my school fees up to my 1st year of
post graduate class. It was in my 2nd year that I got a job in one of the state’s higher
institutions. I receive $420 monthly. The problem is that before I got the job, I had no
responsibility. But now, it’s like my salary is just enough for my studies and general upkeep.
Because my school fees alone is around $1700, which I spend about 10 months saving half my
salary before I pay. Our post graduate MSc class could take 4-yrs.
Of recent my mother throws financial responsibilities on me aside the monthly dues I've fixed
for her.
I am also seeking a higher paid job so as to be able to tackle my issues. Whenever my mother

confronts me with a financial issue, I try to show her my predicaments, but she starts to call me
names such as; ungrateful, miser etc. She also frowns at my refusal to marry.
My questions now are;
- Is it bad to seek more from God considering my condition?
- Is it ok to leave the funding of my education to satisfy my mother’s requests?
- Is it bad to complain to my mother of my condition so that she stops throwing those other
peoples request as I can satisfy them?
- Can I reduce the frequency of going to her, so as to relieve myself of the tremor?
- Is it bad to refuse marrying because I have my studies ahead of me and also seeking higher
paid job? Thank you.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. yahaya
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I suppose you can delay your higher study for sometimes, answer your mother, find a better
paying job and kindly convince her to keep your burden light, don’t worry about delaying
marriage. Most likely you need a better planning of your expenses to make the ends meet.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------Question 2: Driving customers to different destinations
From: Suad
As-salamualaikum, may Allah reward you for your great work and effort.
I would like to ask advice regarding the following issue:
My husband has been offered a job which involves dropping and picking passengers from
different destinations which may include airports, shops , casinos , clubs, and churches. Would
earnings from such a job be permissible? Jazaka Allah.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Suad
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Yes, he is not involved in what they do.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------Question 3: no being kind to some poor persons
From: Zari
Worked at House

Please Sir, answer
my question!
As-salamu Alaykum brother. I would like to ask you a question. I am confused and I don't know
what to do.
A 13 years old girl worked at our house. She had stolen many times before we send her off.
Recently, we get that her family is also thief.
Last time she opened our 3 rooms and tried to steal all our expensive things and money, then
to move to a different city with her family. Fortunately, I arrested her and handed her over
salary. Since that time I have not permit her at our house.
On Eid-ul adah she came to our house with her big sisters. But I did not behave well to them on
`Eid day. My intention was just to teach them never to steal others.
But since that time I have not felt well because I know they are thieves but they are poor too.
Do you think what I did against them is good or bad ? Do I have to say sorry to them or not?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Zari
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Please look for the future, I cannot judge in absentia the circumstances and the words you said.
Just make Istighfar and look for the future not the past.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 4: Working in Non-Islamic Bank
From: Sahad
Can we work in a non-Islamic bank?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Sahad
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Yes, provided you don’t do any of the following: writing or preparing or typing an interest
contract, signing it on behalf of the bank, be its witness> the Prophet, pbuh, said that the curse
of God is on four in regards to Riba: 1) taker, 2) payer, 3) writer and 4) its two witnesses.
However, although it is not Haram, it is not one of good areas to work in because whatever you
do in a conventional bank you will be helping Riba.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Nov. 17, 2014
Question 1: Distribution of inheritance
From: Abeer
Aslam o Alaykum. This question is on behalf of my parents. They want to know: what is the
proper method of dividing inheritance to the children in Islam? My parents have 5 children in
total; two daughters and three sons. One daughter and one son are married. Please, give advice
regarding this matter. Thank you. Kind Regards,
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr.
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Kindly notice that the Islamic inheritance system is mandatory like prayers. It is very important
to refer to verses 4:101-134 and realize how strong are the closing statements of each of them.
it is a mandatory system wherever one may live. If it is not done by law as in many Muslim
majority countries and several Muslim minority countries like India and Kenya, a Muslim must
do it by a last will as we do in the USA and Canada. You may check my website www.kahf.net
for a copy of such last will.
In the case of your parents and based on the info you mentioned and also assuming that both
of them do not have any parents the distribution after their death of inheritance should be as
follows: if mother dies first; 1/4 to father, 3/32 to each daughter and 6/32 to each son, no
difference between married and single. If father dies first; 1/8 to mother, 7/64 to each of the
two girls and 14/64 to each of the three boys. This is in direct application of verses 11 and 12 of
Surah 4.
You must remember that inheritance distribution is done only after death. Gifts during life time
must be equal between all children, no difference between girls and boys, married or single.
The Prophet, pbuh, said what means that lack of equality in giving gifts to children is an
injustice.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: are all harmless sea creatures halal to eat?
From: Talha
Assalam Alaykum. Thank you for reading my inquiry.
I would like to know: that are all harmless sea creatures halal to eat? I think a local mufti said
that everything with scales from the sea is halal. Also, how about crabs, lobsters and the
snakehead fish? These creatures are able to walk on land if need be, are they halal?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in

Dear Br. Talha
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
This is a matter of differences between schools of Fiqh. According to Hanafi or creatures which
can live outside water are not Halal, of other schools they are all Halal, it doesn’t matter scales
or not.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------Question 3: Is mutual fund and share trading halal?
From: Rosna
Assalam Alaykum. Is mutual fund and share trading halal? Burying shares from stock exchange
from India (national stock exchange, Bombay stock exchange), similar to Tadawul stock
exchange in Saudi Arabia.
It will be Online. I will buy share now, and will sell later after say 5 years at the market rate of
that share at that time. If the market rate at that time is more, it will be a profit for me. If the
market rate is less than my buying price, it will be my loss.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Rosna
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
It is permissible provided you select permissible shares by avoiding share of companies whose
main line of business in not Halal such as banks and also avoiding companies who do a lot of
non-permissible activities such as borrowing and lending. Also you should avoid buying and
selling is short periods in order to avoid falling in speculation which is not permissible too.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------Question 4: Earning from medical transcription
rom: Sarwar
1) Earning by medical transcription: is it halal?
2) I want to know whether hospital pays a transcriptionist from the money given by insurance
company.
) From which money hospital pays for transcriptionist?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Sarwar
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I don’t know what transcriptionist is? Please explain before I make answer, give examples if

possible.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------Question 5: are taxes included in Zakah calculation?
From: …
As-salamu ' Alaykum. I want to know when giving Zakah, is the tax paid to the government also
included when calculating for giving Zakah? Thank you.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br./Sr.
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
In calculating Zakah you include the saved part of take home income. Tax paid to government is
already gone!
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------Question 6: Interest loan for dental plant
From: Abdi
Assalam Alaykum, scholars. I enjoy this beneficial website and I learnt many things that I didn't
know before. Keep it up and may Allah `Azawajjal reward you for it.
I have question regarding going for interest in a loan. I just fell off a bike two years ago and all
of a sudden I broke my two front teeth so I wore a denture since then which I think is one of the
worst inventions ever made.
I have to take eat out at night and put it back on in every morning after cleaning it and then I
put some cream on it to hold it up like a glue am struggling with it.
But there is a better option I can get implants done; they are like normal teeth once I put it on, I
don't have to take it out. It becomes like natural teeth but it’s too expensive for me; I can't
afford it and the dentist told me a year and half ago that if I don't get the implants done
quicker, I will lose bones as I get older.
So, I’m thinking of borrowing the money from credit union but they do interest, now the
question is this: is it permissible for me to go with interest when I have no other choice in this
situation? I can't find a job and my families and friends can't help. Please, give me some advice.
Jazaka Allah Khair.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Abdi
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh

If you don’t have a source of income how are you going to pay for the implants?
You need a source of income. I suggest that you should try to save the amount you would
otherwise pay to the loan and interest and when you safe it take then the implants, I don’t see
a necessity to borrow at this time based on your info.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------Question 7: investment with guaranteed return
From: Ghayas
My friend is doing business in commodity market. I give him suppose 10 Saudi Riyal and he will
give me suppose 40% per annum. He will gain and sometimes loses but he compensates like
this. So, is this money halal or not?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ghayas
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If it is real business in goods, it is permissible but if it is in the regulated commodity markets in
London and other major cities, it is essentially speculative. Speculation is not permissible.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------Question 8: Buying Vehicle on Loan

From: Atheeq
Assalam Alaykum, brother. I am from India. I need your suggestion. My question is about
buying any vehicle on loan; I’m planning to attach a truck in a company which will cost me
around 8 lakhs but I don't have enough money. Can I purchase the truck on emi-basis?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Atheeq
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I don’t know what emi basis mean. If you mean to borrow on interest, it is not permissible
because there is no surviving need, this is only for better investment.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf

*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Nov. 28, 2014
Question 1: earning for viewing on line
rom: Shaheen
Assalam Alaykum! I am a student who earns money from writing online. The situation is like
this; I am paid for the number of views, likes and comments that I get. Therefore, I should write
an article with a good quality. Sometimes I write articles about Islam, my personal experiences
and etcetera. If I posted an article and it has 10 likes, 10 comments and 10 views then I will
have 0.30 dollars earned. My question is: is this earning halal?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Shaheen
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The way you describe it this earning is permissible. But how many hours do you have to spend
to earn this .30 dollars?
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------Question 2: Networking
From: Rhea Carag
Assalam Alaykum! I’m a revert from Catholicism to Islam. Now I’m presently engaging into
business and it’s network marketing. Please, enlighten me if it’s HARAM OR HALAL source of
living. Jazaka Allah Khairan!
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Rhea
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Sale of goods and services on the internet is permissible. However, internet sales and
promotions are sometimes carried in a complicated and very often incorrect way. chain earning
from sales of persons you do not know who are in the second and third or more levels in a
chain may not be morally justified, how come one earns from activities of other people? also
many companies that sell on the concept of chain commissions inflate prices of items they sell
to pay for all these commissions and sometimes lack transparency which is necessary for all
members. These practices may not be permissible in Shari’ah. if you describe exactly the way
you internet marketing works, I can give you exact opinion about it.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam

Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------Question 3: What does Islam say about advertisement?
From: Sufyan
What does Islam say about advertisement? Does Islam permit?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Sufyan
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Advertisement when it means describing the characteristics of a commodity is permissible. Use
of incorrect information and adding statements and pictures which do not relate to the goods
but in order to provoke other desires in potential customers are not permissible.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------Question 4: Funding from a Gambling company
From: Najmi
As-salamu Alaykum. Dear on Islam, I just want to ask here about how should we put our
perspective about charity funding which comes from gambling industry? In so many
circumstances we face with aids for the needy or educational grants which in fact comes from
gambling industry.
My question is: is it allowed to take such grants in specific for educational purpose? While
government or any other cannot afford such a huge money for that specific educational training
(in this case prosthetic orthotic)?
I’m living in a Muslim country while this field (prosthetic orthotic) is not developed yet, so the
educational training is such a huge benefit for the disabled people in my country.
How should we put our perspective? And also can we live out of the same money, or it may just
permissible as a tuition but nor for earning? I really need help to put things in perspective.
Thank you so much and appreciate your time.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Najmi
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Scholarships for education are given by government or organizations which depend on
donations. The source of donation becomes immaterial for the student or poor person who is
given a scholarship or a stipend. When a haram earning transfers hand legally (to exclude
collusion for money laundering) it does not remain Haram. For instance when a gambler buys
bread, the price paid to seller is Halal for the latter. Similarly when funds are donated to a
charity and charity distribute it to poor persons, it become permissible for the latter.
Wa Allah A’lam

Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------Question 5: Is Raffle/Lottery permissible in Islam?
From: Yusuf
I am living in UAE and concerned whether lottery is permissible in Islam. Since Airport Lottery
here in UAE is legitimate and approved, I want to know whether it is appropriate to buy one as
per Islam.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Yusuf
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I don’t know of any permissible lottery. Lottery is a form of gambling and it is prohibited in the
Qur’an and the Sunnah.
On the other hand giving prizes as business promotion to randomly selected numbers which are
distribution in relation to purchases, or other activities is permissible. This is not lottery. Lottery
is where you pay for a chance to win.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------------Question 6: Sources of Islamic laws
From: Shiraz
What are the sources of Islamic Shari`ah law and applied principles?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Shiraz
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
They are of course the Qur’an and the Sunnah as understood today and throughout history in
the Fiqh research and writings. nothing else.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------------Question 7: Credit Cards and Bank Bonus
From: Dara
I appreciate if you answer the following questions:
1- Is using credit card haram? Why some says yes and why some says it is OK?
2- If it is permissible to use it, how about the reward points that one can get from using credit

card?
3- The one-time bonus some banks give you as incentive to open an account. Jazakum Allah.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Dara
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
1. The contract of credit cards issued by conventional finance institutions (I am excluding
Islamic banks) contains an interest clause if you do not pay the whole balance during the grace
period. this condition is Haram to issue but not Haram to accept if two conditions are fulfilled:
1) that you are very sure you will always pay the full balance on time, and 2) that you do not
use the credit card for cash withdrawal because interest is charged from day of withdrawal.
2. Abd 3: bonus for opening an account is permissible and points are permissible, they are for
promotion and have nothing to do with any Haram.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 8: work in a smoke shop
From: Zakria
Is it haram to work inside a smoke shop?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Zakria
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
It is hurtful in the long run because of inhaling the smoke. Selling smoking materials like
cigarettes and the tube and others is not permissible even if you are not the owner. If you work
in other areas where what you do is permissible it is not Haram.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------Question 9: Buying a house in the Western countries
From: Raouf
Kindly I want to ask if buying a house through the loans "mortgage" halal or haram. I found
some Fatwa's saying it’s halal if there is a necessity and some are saying that its haram. For me
I'm married and have 2 kids and renting an apartment. So, I'm thinking to buy a house and I
don’t have any houses in or outside Canada and sure I can’t buy a house in cash. I'm afraid and
don’t know what to decide between these 2 opinions. So, please, may you advise what to do?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim

Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Raouf
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
It is as you said, you only can make the choice. My opinion: it is permissible to buy a house to
live in in your case. That is for families who need housing for better safety, schooling,
neighborhood and saving.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------------Question 10: Job in advertising company-Allowed or not?
From: Adil
I am an advertising and graphic design professional and working in an advertising agency as in
internee to get practical experience, that is unpaid. The company where I am working, has most
of their clients related to wine, alcohol and beverages and they ask me every day to work on
their tasks like designing promotional flyers, posters etc.
I would like to ask you, although job is unpaid but weather it is permissible for me or not. Also,
if they would like to hire me after the internship, then what should I do?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Adel
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Designing promotional flyers for any Haram thing/action is Haram whether you do it for money
of unpaid. Find some other designing job please.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------Question 11: Zakah on gold jewelry
From: Tahir
Just for my understanding, I watched on TV one `Alem saying talking Zakah; a widow should sell
her gold to pay Zakah on the gold which she is having if the gold is more than Nisab. My
question is: is this is ok?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Tahir
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
An owner of gold in the amount of Nisab (about 85 grams) is required to pay Zakah on it at the
rate of 2.5% every 354 days from the day her/his holding is Nisab or more. This is regardless of

whether she is widow or not. If she has no other source to pay the Zakah then she is required to
sell part of it to pay it. the Alem is apparently correct.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------------------Question 12: Gift announcing
From: Sohaib
I have noticed that in Canada after a party, people like to hold a session to announce and
display everyone's gift with their name and they say it is to honor those who brought the gifts.
In my mind it is to honor those who can afford expensive gifts and to send a strong message to
others to bring expensive gifts. What is the Sunnah? As to display and announce the gifts in this
fashion or just to say thanks to everyone for the gifts.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Sohaib
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Or maybe it is to show those who were meager and avaricious that they should do better. I
personally do not like this way but it is a social habit I cannot say it is Haram. It also exists
outside Canada in may villages in the Muslim countries.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------Question 13: ijara usa
From: abdallah
I want to know if ijarausa.com is halal financing or not.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Abdallah
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
We do not judge companies. Describe to ONISLAM the contract and we will give you our
opinion.
There is a model called Ijaraloan that model is not Shari’ah compliant because the company
creates a trust and claim that the trust pays the interest not you while the trust represent you
and is your agent in paying the interest. Is this the same model?
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf

--------------------------------------------------------------Question 14: money fraud
From: umm mumina
When I was 19, I used to work in a restaurant as a cashier. Some boys from my high school
came to me and gave me fake money to switch it with real money from my cashier and so I did
it.
I didn't count how much could be more than 100 but maybe less than 300. Also they gave me
some fake money for myself and also I stole some money and replaced it with fake money.
Now I am 28 years old the restaurant is long closed, how do I repay this money back so Allah
can forgive me InShaAllah?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Umm Mumina
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
May Allah forgive you for all that. If you know the owner try nicely to give him/her some gifts in
that amount. For others Sadaqah (charity) and Istighfar will remove them from your records
InShaAllah
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------Question 15: Shares of a cable TV company
From: Israr
I am working for a telecom company (TELUS) which also provides internet and cable TV. I work
in the networking department. Can I buy shares of this company as the company matches the
amount I invest in their shares and based on this I get an increased value at the end of the
year? Also, is my income halal?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Israr
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
As described it seems that your job is permissible so is your income from it. for buying shares
the rule is such company whose main line of business is permissible should not have much or
transactions related to interest or any other Haram thing. You need to check that. Anyway I
suggest that you buy these shares and get the matching company contribution and if the
company carries too much interest transactions (it is unusual for such companies because their
cash flow is usually high) you sell them in first occasion.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf

----------------------------------------------------------------------Question 16: Can Zakah be paid to my brother?
From: Ahmed
Thanks to Allah, He has given me enough to pay Zakah. I have a question regarding payment of
Zakah. I have a brother and his family of four. He is living with my family in country back home
who is not earning at all but he owns enough to in terms of gold and property which is inherited
from father. I normally take care about his family and do not consider any spending on him as a
part of Zakah but our duty. I just want to ask if I can take credits of the spending on him as a
Zakah or not.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ahmed
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Zakah cleans you imperfections, I don’t suggest to feed your brother and his family from this
“dirt”. Besides, as you described him he is rich and cannot qualify for receiving Zakah, only he
may be mismanaging his work ability and his properties so that he ends up with insufficient
income. Keep it as family responsibility. In Shari’ah you are responsible to help siblings who are
in need.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------------------Question 17: Zakah on Money Loaned
From: Ady
Salaam brother I have Lent money out in the past and haven't had it back. I believe I am liable
to pay Zakah on it. How can I pay Zakah as I don't have that much money to pay it and I'm not
100% sure I will get it back. This is upsetting me I do pay Zakah on money and gold I physically
have on me. Could you please clarify? Jazaka Allah Khair.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ady
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The rule is as you said you are required to pay Zakah on debts you own on others. This is if you
are sure that you will recover the debt. Debts you are not sure about their recovery are
deductible in as much as you doubt. Debts that are not recovered in a year may become really
doubtful. Make your estimation and deduct the doubtful amount.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Dec. 11, 2014
Question 1: Eating Christmas food
From: Abdul Qudus
Salam Alaykum. I have this delicate question as pertained to the so called coming Xmas. Is it
permissible to eat the XMAS/New Year food received from one's Christian Friends/Neighbors? I
shall be expecting your reply as soon as possible. Thanks.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Abdul Qudus
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If the food itself is permissible, then it is permissible to eat from Christian and even if it is for
the occasion of Christmas, this occasion makes no difference. But if you believe that meat
should be slaughtered under the mention of the name of Allah, you should be careful about any
meat ingredient.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: Fixed Deposit Money in Islamic Bank
From: Mohammad
If I keep certain amount of money in an Islamic bank as a FIXED DEPOSIT and they give monthly
some business profit out of it as because they have used my money into halal businesses,
InShaAllah, is it haram in Islam? If so, please, explain.
Because my money is used in business purpose and they are giving me profit from that. If it is
haram, then there will be very big financial problem/calamity will arise in my family. And at this
age I am not capable of doing business with that money and I cannot take risk of doing business
with that money because all that money is my whole life asset. And my single sin is still studying
and he is not mature enough to run a business. I don't have any alternative option to run my
family. Jazaka Allah Khair.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Mohammad
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If you deposit money in Islamic bank, that is excellent, it is of course Halal. Islamic banks use
money in Halal business and distribute Halal profit to depositors. The Shari’ah name of the
contract you have with the Islamic bank is Mudarabah and they use your money on your behalf
and any profit is distributed between you and the Islamic bank.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin

Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------Question 3: work in a bank
From: Kausar
As-salamu `Alaykum. My sister is a bank employee; is it halal? She buys clothes and food stuffs
for me, is wearing it and having those foods halal or haram? If I refuse it, I’ll be rude. What to
do if it’s haram and how to avoid it?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Kausar
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Working in a conventional bank in jobs which do not require the person to sign, write or
prepare an interest contract in not Haram. Let us hope that your sister’s job does not require
her to do anything related to preparing interest contracts, if so her work and income are
permissible InShaAllah. Writing and of the preparatory documents for an interest contract is
Haram.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------------Question 4: interest on previous education debt for a new Muslim
From: A Sister (Tarek)
Assalam Alaykum brothers and sisters. I’m a fairly new convert and I was wondering what the
deal was with interest in Islam. I know it is haram but I just joined college and they are telling
me I have to pay all of this interest. There is no interest free option. So, please, I'm just looking
for advice on how to get by without paying Interest.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sister,
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Paying tuitions and other fees to a university is of course permissible and has no interest. What
you likely meant is taking a loan to pay tuitions and other fees. Yes, as you said any interestbearing loan is not permissible in Islam and you should avoid it as much as you can. Best
solution is work/study programs, try to find yourself a job while you you study, many people do
that and you may consider joining this approach.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Question 5: Life Insurance and Loans in the USA
From: Nizamuddin
Brother, please, do let us know about life insurance policy. Can we go for it in the United
States? We really need more details. Another thing is that a lot of things here are with credit.
So, like cars, education loans, and many things. Please, give us more details about this business.
Jazaka Allah Khairan for everything.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Nizamuddin
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Interest is prohibited in Islam and any Muslim should make his at most effort to avoid it, don’t
go on loans this kind of behavior is definitely not advisable by all human standards. Life
insurance may be taken according to the view of some most leaned Shari’ah scholars. There are
other prominent scholars who believe it is not permissible. This applied to all kinds of insurance
including car insurance. However, all agree that whenever, it is necessary or required by law (as
in car insurance) it is then permissible to take it.
What must be made clear is that while there are Shari’ah scholars who argue against insurance,
it is not the idea of insurance and avoiding risk which they object to. The objection centers on
the way the contract is done between two parties (you and the insurance company) as an
exchange contract. this is why the Takaful insurance companies are founded. They provide
same service on insurance but on the basis of cooperation and group associating together. This
is permissible as it is in reality based on the encouragement of cooperation which is mentioned
in the Quran 5:4. Takaful insurance companies offer all kinds of insurance policies including life,
hazards, cars, etc.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------------Question 6: Interest in Non-Islamic Country
rom: Ammar
Assalam Alaykum. Can a person receive or pay interest to or from non-Muslim country? What if
a non-Muslim government demands interest on taxes or so on? It is sometimes difficult to
avoid interest in a non-Muslim country? Will Allah forgive if someone is forced to deal with it?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ammar
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Things you are forced to do by law are of course forgiven InShaAllah. But no government forces
you to pay interest if you discharge of your obligation on time. So it is you who delays not a
government forces you. Besides all government are alike, there are no differences between
Muslim majority countries and Muslim minority countries. Riba (which means exactly interest)

is prohibited in the Qur’an and considered one of the gravest sins. Many of us live in Muslim
minority countries and avoid interest. Do your best and seek help from God.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------------Question 7: Interest Based Loan in non-Muslim country
From: Ammar
As-salamu `Alaykum. We live in a non-Islamic country and it is definitely a need to buy a house
out of necessity. I know that renting is a solution but sometimes we can’t fulfill our needs in a
rented house. All banks here are interest-based banks. Can we opt for a housing loan with
interest assuming that we are forced to take it? Our intention is not for luxury but for
necessity? What do you suggest?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ammar,
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Housing is one of the necessities, no doubt about that. For some people and families it may be
a real necessity to to many Muslim families who live in the Western countries. Shari’ah is not
given by God to make life difficult for people, rather to make it easier and more pleasant. The
prohibition of interest came because interest unjust. But if this prohibition causes difficulty for
some of the necessities, Shari’ah rules themselves call for relaxation in as much as necessary to
remove the difficulty. Accordingly A fatwa was issued by the Second International Conference
on Fiqh which was held in Detroit in the Fall 1999 to the effect that for Muslim families in
America and similar countries, buying house with interest-bearing loan from banks is
permissible provided Islamic finance is not available and and the Muslim family needs to buy a
house to live in.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------------Question 8: Supplying materials to a business of making dolls
From: Abdul-Gaffar
As-salaamu Alaykum. I am in supplying business of building materials. Can I supply materials to
a customer who had factory of making idols of non-Islamic gods? Please, reply.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Abdul Ghaffar
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
You should be careful with your words there are “no non Islamic gods” there are false gods

worshiped by some people and the ONE GOD who is the creator of everything.
Yes it is permissible to sell him building materials to build a house, but not to build this factory.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Dec. 18, 2014
Question 1: Life Insurance policy
From: Khalifa
I just would like to get religion advice from you; there is an insurance company and it provides
personal insurance. They charge 125 monthly. Basically it is like investment, so you will save
money in your account and this money increases every year and there is nothing lost. I have
spoken to the person and he told me there is NOT interest; the money is growth. So, do you
think this money is Riba or not? Is it possible to join this company or not?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Khalifa
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
You know that money does not grow alone. This is obvious. You need to collect correct, exact
and detailed info of what does this company do, what are your obligations and what are its,
then I can answer you.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: right of Mother of orphans on their money
From: Dalia
Assalam Alaykum! Does a mother of orphan children have the right for their money? What if
she fully provides them and spends for herself a little. Thank you.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Dalia
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If the mother is their Guardian and care taker, she may be qualified for a compensation for her
work from the children grandfather or uncle; father side. If none of these is available to take
charge especially if you live in a country which does not have Islamic family law, this mother is
entitled to take her needs from the orphan’s funds for her needs and necessities if she is full
time for caring about them. if she has other source of income I prefer to abstain from using

their money for herself although it is permissible.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------Question 3: work as Yoga Instructor
From: Dalia
Question to Dr Monzer Kahf
Assalam Alaykum! Is it ok for a Muslim to work as yoga instructor?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Dalia
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Yes, it is permissible for a male or female Muslim instructor provided, she/he observes the
Shari’ah required dress code.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------Question 4: food offered by a worker in a bank
From: Heena
My sister is a bank employee. Is the food or clothing from her money haram or halal? If it’s
haram, then how to avoid it? I can't tell her I won't have any food from your money or
something like that!!
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Heena
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
In conventional banks, many jobs are permissible and accordingly the income from them is also
permissible. If she does any non-permissible work, the income of that work is not permissible
too. non-permissible works are matters of writing any step of an interest contract including
signing it.
However, Haram income applies to the earner of it not to other persons who receive anything
from the recipient as a gift or charity or a price in exchange. This means you can eat food and
take cloth she gives you, it is considered as a gift.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------

Question 5: Work in a woman store with music
From: Arwa
I work at a women's store and I'm a girl. Of course music is being played the whole time there.
I'm just wondering: is working in that kind of environment haram?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Arwa
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
No, and music itself is not Haram. What is Haram is the environment of most music playing such
as dancing, drinking and showing parts of the body that should be covered.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------Question 6: being unemployed
From: Mariam
I am currently not working and haven’t been for some time. I would like to know if going on
unemployment is ok. I will not be working under the table or secretly working. Is it ok?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Mariam
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
You mean staying on unemployment benefits for long. I think it is not Haram but it is much
more dignifying to earn your own living. The Prophet, pbuh, praised the Prophet Dawud for he
was eating from the earning of his own hands/
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------Question 7: My income in Canada, halal and haram ?
From: Sarfraj
I have a question that I am from India. Firstly, my wife came to Canada alone on a student visa
and at that time she was accommodating with girls and after 3 month I came to Canada on a
visit and then I converted my visit visa into work permit as per the rule of Canada.
So, I need to know whether my income is halal or not if I work in halal way.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Sarfraj

Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I see you are within the law and within the Shari’ah, it is of course much better, if not even
necessary that you should work and sustain your wife and make a good family.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------------Question 8: Canada Post pre-paid VISA?
Canada post prepaid visa
From: Om Alamean
My question is about Canada Post prepaid visa is it halal or haram. It is like the debit card but
includes maintenance fees, is that OK?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Om Alamean
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
This card is permissible whether it is with or without fees.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Jan. 1, 2015
Question 1: Zakah to adopted child
From: Mahmuda
A friend has 2 adopted children; one is mentally unstable and unable to earn a living. Can the
support given to him in monetary terms, housing, allowance, etc. be considered Zakah? He
would be unable to support himself otherwise. The other is female, married with 4 children but
need financial support which is being provided. Can this be considered Zakah?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Mahmuda
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If the adoption is legal, the law must be respected in matter of financial responsibility. One
cannot discharge of legal financial responsibility, even when we may think they are not just or
fair, through Zakah. Zakah is the right of the poor and needy and cannot be used to pay one’s
own financial duties toward the law or the government.
If the adoption is the Islamic way, in the meaning of taking responsibility of orphans without
legal bondage as own children but only in the sense of taking care and spending on them, any

payment to these orphan, even after they grow up but remain poor and in need can be
considered as part of Zakah, rather it may be also more rewarded being reaching really
deserving persons as described.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------Question 2: Zakah Due
From: Tarek
I would like to ask about Zakah Al-Maal? How much is Zakah Al-Maal and after how much
amount of money I should get out from my money Zakah Maal, and what is the percentage of
each one hundred?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Tarek
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Zakah al Mal is a duty of each rich Muslim repeated every year Like Fasting in Ramadan is
repeated every year. Any Muslim, male or female, minor or major, who owns an amount of
Nisab or more is required to pay Zakah. The definition of richness is owning this Nisab. Nisab for
money, gold. Other properties (except what is coming later) is the value of 20 Dinar of gold or
200 Dirham of silver. (My own estimation of it was done several years ago and I still hold on to
it as I considered recent hikes is gold prices as speculative and should be neglected, it about
US$ 1500). For money, savings, bank accounts, businesses, investments and other properties
there is also the condition of Hawl, that is the passage of one lunar year (354 days). This means
that Zakah is calculated every 354 days, the first time of it is 354 days after you Got US$ 1500
for the first time, the rate of Zakah which is on yearly basis is 2.5% of the market value of all
these items which are subject to Zakah. The Nisab for Camels and other livestock varies (40 for
sheep, 30 for cows, 5 for camels) and the Hawl condition applies, the rate here varies and it has
a log detailed list. For agricultural product the Nisab differs and is considered in weight or
volume, it is about 653 Kilogram of wheat, etc. the condition of Hawl doesn’t applies here as
the Zakah and the rate of Zakah is 10% is the farming is watered by rain, rivers or the like, it is
5% if it is watered by expensive means.
Lastly there are item which are not subject to Zakah. These includes: live-in residence, personal
transportation (e.g., own car if you are in America, household and kitchen items and appliances,
personal cloth, books and the like.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------------Question 3: Zakah, debt
From: Lamees
I am in debt, not working. I’m in a second marriage. My first husband never paid anything for

kids. I have little jewelry. I wanted to help my kids in debt. My second husband, though rich but
does not pay me at all from which I could save or pay debt or Zakah.
I have no option but to sell the jewelry. But getting peanuts value when trying to sell to pay
Zakah or debt. What should I do? I wanted to keep for my boys, but I have strong feeling that I
must pay Zakah.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr.
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If you are under debt most likely you are not subject to Zakah, the little jewelry that you own if
they are within the range of your peers (like sisters, in-laws, neighbors) and you normally use
them, they are not subject to Zakah. Whenever you have any funds, start with payments of
your debts, then help your kids from previous marriage and if any extra you get, then they may
become subject to Zakah provided you get about US$ 1500 and they remain with you for 354
days. Do not worry now about Zakah, rather worry about taking care of debts and your
children.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 4: Calculation of Zakah
From: Zulqurnain
I have a serious confusion on how does one calculate Zakah at the end of the year. Actually I
had been doing it as it should have been but ever since I have come to Canada. I have read
many articles online explaining the method of calculation especially if one has mortgage and
other loans which are to be paid over multiple years. I do understand that Zakah is paid and
calculated on per year basis. Please, help me understand it early.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Zulqarnain
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The matter of mortgage is much simpler than you think. May be you got confused because you
read many article by persons who don’t know any real life accounting.
Mortgage on your house, assuming you pay monthly like most people: on the day of your
Zakah, you may deduct only the next installment provided it is due before you get next salary.
In other words, you deduct the amounts which are going to be paid exactly from the existing
money of this day.
For mortgages on business, the amount on which Zakah is due is the business net worth as
calculated at market prices and according to the best accounting principles regardless of any
differentiation between fixed and mobile assets. In other words all debts on the business,

mortgage or others, are deductible. Notice that the equity in the residence is not subject to
Zakah while the equity of business is subject.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------Question 5: Zakah on Rental Income
From: Ally
I have a property that I collect rent monthly. The property is paid off and has few expenses
being repairs here and there and taxes. How do I collect the rent for this property for Zakah? I
use all the rent in my day to day expenses. Thus I do not accumulate it for one year. Kindly,
advise.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ally
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The principle is that any investment or rental property is subject to Zakah itself not only the
rent of it. A property one resides in is not subject to Zakah at all. I suppose you work and earn
your own income so that the rent may be for extra. I know that there are cases where some
people have cases like yours who live on rental income. In this exceptional case I think that if no
Nisab on the cash that you have remains with you for a full 354 days, you are then not subject
to Zakah, when you sell the property you pay one year Zakah at 2.5% of the proceeds of the
sale.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------Question 6: ZAKAH ON RRSP
From: Riad
I used to work and live in Canada, and during that I accumulated around CAD 35000 into my
own RRSP. I am now living in the Middle East and I stopped contributing to RRSP for almost 9
years. Do I have to pay Zakah on my existing RRSP which 35000? Knowing that I "think" I have
to be in Canada to cash in my RRSP and I have to return the tax I already benefit from and I do
not know how much.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Riad
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The principle is that the RRSP is subject to Zakah on yearly basis, this applies on active and
functional RRSP accounts. your case seems to be special. I suggest that you must check with the

law to determine the amount you still own of the RRSP (remember there is return on
investment added, part of it may be Halal and part may have to be given away to charity being
generated from non-permissible investment such as in government bond). The amount you are
entitled to (after applying the purification as mentioned) is subject to Zakah. This also applies to
the past 9 years since the Zakah is yearly. Due Zakah does not die out by passage of time. If you
decided to desert Canada and forsake this amount by considering it non-recoverable, then you
write it off from your Zakatable assets.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------Question 7: Claiming Charity (Zakah) amount while filing taxes
From: Zubeda
My question is: is it permissible to claim the amount you give in Zakah when you file your
taxes?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Zubeda
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Yes, you may deduct it from your taxable income. Didn’t you factually gave it away? The law
says that anything you give to charity can be claimed in calculating your tax. And the Shari’ah
has no objection whatsoever to reducing your tax! This claim does not require you to give more
Zakah since what you calculated if correct is a done deal for Zakah.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------Question 8: Zakah for brother’s tuition
From: Nazia
I have some doubts regarding Zakah. I am an engineer and my family is mostly dependent on
me and they are searching for a groom. There are chances that I may quit my job after marriage
(depends on the groom). My father has less income which is insufficient for their basic needs.
My parents say that since you are a girl and we are depending on your income, the fees paid for
my brother's studies can be considered as Zakah. Can I give Zakah for my brother's studies?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Nazia
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
You do not seem to have asset which are subject to Zakah. Zakah on income applies to the
saved part provided it reaches Nisab (# US$ 1500) and after 354 days (a lunar year) if you have

that much at least you pay Zakah at the rate of 2.5% per year. Besides, Zakah cannot be paid to
your father or to your brother for whom your father is responsible. It is you present and future
responsibility to help your father as much as you can now and in the future after marriage,
from your own income and properties.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------Question 9: Zakah and Mortgage
From: tayyaba
Me and my husband’s mortgage a home jointly. When calculating Zakah, how should I subtract
the mortgage amount?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Tayyaba
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Mortgage on your house, assuming you pay monthly like most people: on the day of your
Zakah, you may deduct only the next installment provided it is due before you get next salary.
In other words, you deduct the amounts which are going to be paid exactly from the existing
money of this day.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------Question 10: Zakatable home equity
From: Haidar
I don’t have any savings or cash in hand that Zakah is due for. However, I have equity in my
home worth around $110,000. Knowing that properties that one lives in are exempt from
Zakah, is the equity in my home counts towards my Zakatable wealth? I.e. do I deduct it from
my debts which total is around $90,000, and pay Zakah for $20,000 ($110k-$90k) though that
$20,000 is not money in hand but equity in the home?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Haidar
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Let me put it this way: the house you own is worth 110 on which there is still unpaid balance
90. Your net equity in this house is 20. If this is a house you live in or you have any of your
family members live in free, this house is totally exempt from Zakah. You do not count it at all
and you do not deduct the debt that is on it. let us assume that on Ramadan 1, last year you
owned US$ 1500 (# the Nisab), and on Ramadan 1 next you have in the bank 3000, and it

happens that Ramadan 2, id the due date for the house mortgage payment in the amount of
1200, your next pay check comes after the second on Ramadan 17. The Zakah is due only on
3000-1200= 1700. This is to be multiplied by 2.5% to get the amount of Zakah.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------------Question 11: Amount of Zakah ul Fitr
From: Parvin
How much is the amount of Zakah-ul Fitr per person?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Parvin
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
It is the price of ½ Sa’ of wheat you should check that in Ramadan next in your local community.
The ½ Sa’ is about 2.3 Kilogram per person in the family young and adult . Many people (and
unfortunately mosque Imams) make the mistake of equating it with the Kaffarah (payment to
replace fasting for persons who cannot fast). The latter is two middle level meals (that is food
for a person one day) which is approximately in America between 10 and 10 US$. Zakah of al
Fitr came in the Hadith as giving in kind wheat, barley, date or dried yogurt, its payment in
equivalent money is permissible especially when it is more convenient to the recipient poor (as
is the case in America). We must make it clear that it is different from Kaffarah and make this
Hadith known to our community members and learn to estimate it every Ramadan in our
communities. Last Ramadan was about US$ 6 in California.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------Question 12: discharging Zakah for loan payment
From: Tariq
I have a question regarding Zakah. Can the Zakah be given to pay off a loan that I owe to a
bank? Also, can Zakah be given to pay off a loan that a relative (or brother) owes to someone?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Tariq
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
You cannot pay your own Zakah to yourself! Paying it to discharge an obligation on you to a
bank is equivalent to paying it to yourself.
Also for your relatives, we must first establish their need as deserving recipient of Zakah, then
establish that this debt has a priority over the about 35,000 Muslim children who die every day

out of malnutrition!
The answer to your two questions is: NO.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------Question 13: Zakah payable on money that has been loaned out?
From: Madiha
Do I have to pay Zakah on savings that are loaned out to family and friends (obviously interestfree)? There is no concrete date as to when I will need/receive my money back. The amount of
money I have loaned out is about 65% of my total cash savings. Please, advise.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Madiha,
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Let us apply the criteria: two conditions make a debt on other persons part of your real wealth
and then included in the Zakatable items: 1) the debtor is able to pay it back and 2) she/he is
trustworthy and recognized being under debt. If these two criteria apply, yes you should pay
Zakah. Of course you are rewarded by giving these loans giving a loan twice is equivalent to
giving the amount as Sadaqah, as we are told by our beloved Messenger.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------Question 14: ZAKAH on saving for sister’s marriage
From: shabana
I am staying in a rented house. I have my ammi and one unmarried sister. I am a lecturer. I am
collecting money for my sister’s marriage. And I have 5 tola gold for my sister marriage. I did
not have sufficient money for my sister marriage. Is Zakah compulsory on my collected money?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Shabana
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The fact is: unless there is a confirmed commitment for an expense, all balances available of the
day when Zakah is due are subject to be included in the calculation. From what you said in the
question there is no marriage yet which means that all balances you have are subject to Zakah
on your Zakah date (which is 354 days after you had Nisab = approximately US$ 1500) provided
the total you have on the day 354 is Nisab or more. Same applies to your 5 tola according to the
Hanafi school provided they equal 85 grams. I don’t know how much is a tola!
Wa Allah A’lam

Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
Islamic Finance and Economics
-------------------------------------------------------------Question 15: Zakah to married sister
From: ansari
My sister is married and her husband is working as daily wage worker, he sometimes does not
have a job; his income is meager. Can I give Zakah money to my sister to help her financially?
Does Islam permit?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ansari
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Yes you can. This is also highly rewarded, as our beloved Prophet, pbuh, said that it is a
kindness to relatives and Zakah at the same time so it collects Hasanat on the two sides. I see it
better though if you can manage to give it to her husband who is responsible for her expenses
and he is the poor as you mention unless it may embarrass him.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------Question 16: can car loan be set off for owned jewelry in Zakah?
From: Nahla
I have gold jewelry back home and few ornaments which I use here. I am not earning an
income. My husband has a car loan and not much savings. Should my Zakah be calculated and
given separately or is it permissible to set off the car loan value as he is paying the Zakah of my
jewelry?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Nahla
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The Zakah on your jewelry saved back home is definitely obligatory. For your Jewelry used by
you in your present residence they are also subject to Zakah according to the Hanafi school but
if you actually use them they are not subject according to some other schools. The car loan is
not deductible from balances subject to Zakah as it is usually long term, 3-5 years and payable
normally from future income not from existing savings. This means that paying the Zakah due
on the savings and jewelry is necessary and leave the car loan for its monthly payment. This is
of course if the conditions of the Nisab and Hawl are met and the car loan is as described. But if
the car loan is from a friend, start with its payment and delay the payment of (every year due)
Zakah on jewelry and savings until you complete loan payment. Then you make up the payment

of Zakah for past and then present years.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------Question 17: Zakah on House in which parents live
From: Khalife
I own a property (house) in India and my family is staying in the same that is the only house we
have. Do I have to pay Zakah on that? Also I have taken a loan to buy that which is due to finish
in 2016.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Khalifa
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The house used by family members free of charge is considered as if it is your own residence, it
is exempt from Zakah. But notice that interest-based loans are Haram even for housing in India
unless there are necessities.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------Question 18: Giving Zakah to own sisters
From: shahed
Can I give my Zakah to my own sisters if they have better condition but still some problems? I
have 13 tola gold how much my Zakah.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Shahed,
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If your sisters are not married, they are your responsibility to provide for and to help your
father, if alive to spend on their needs. If they are married, the responsibility shifts to their
respective husbands. You may help their husbands using Zakah due on you for that unless
giving the husbands directly may embarrass them, then make it through the sisters.
The 13 tola you have are subject Zakah at their sale market price in your locality and at the rate
of 2.5%, this is due on you 354 days after the first day you acquired an amount of Nisab (in gold
and other properties like business, savings, investment and their like). it is repeated every 354
day (a lunar year).
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam

Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------Question 19: Amount of Zakah ul Fitr
From: Shakir
I want to pay Zakah-ul Maal and Zakah-ul Fitr altogether. Can you mention the amount of
Zakah-ul Fitr for 2014.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Shakir
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Zakah of al Fitr is due in the last few days of Ramadan, it is sinful not to pay it then. Its amount
is the price of 2.25 Kilogram of wheat or rice in you are for each person in your household,
including servant if you have live in servants.
Zakah on property is due 354 days after you acquire an amount of #US$ 1500 for the first time.
Generally it is at the rate of 2.5% and repeated every year. There are much more details to it,
please check my website for some details.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------------Question 20: Giving Zakah to married sister for medical treatment
From: Shahzad
My sister is married; she has recently been identified a breast cancer patient. She and her
husband cannot afford to bear the high treatment expenses. Can I donate her with my Zakah
for the treatment and medicines?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Shahzad
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Yes you can if are sure that they are really unable to provide for the treatment. This will also
have double reward InShaAllah as mentioned by our beloved Prophet as a kindness to family
and Zakah at the same time.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------Question 21: Zakah calculation
From: Emran
I am trying to figure out how to calculate my Zakah and I would very much appreciate if you
could help me out. I own a Condo (no mortgage on it, call this C 1) and I also own a house which

has a mortgage on it. I took a line of credit (loan) against my condo, let say $100 000. I am
invested $50 000 of that $100k in stocks and I am currently in profit. Let’s say if I sell those
stocks today I would be making $10 000 profit. The other $50 000. I have used to buy another
Condo.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Emran
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
All these investments are subject to Zakah annually (lunar years= 354 days) at the rate of 2.5%.
The residence you live in is exempt and any mortgage on it is not deductible in the calculation.
Any debts on any of your investments are deductible. For more details please see the
calculation of Zakah for Muslims in North America on my website www.kahf.net
<http://www.kahf.net> and on the website on ISNA, wwwisna.net.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Jan. 15, 2015
Question 1: Halal meat in some food chains
From: Mohammad
I have observed these days large and famous food chains that are run by Muslims have their
own butcher houses where animals are slaughtered every day in a very high number. Since the
demand of non-vegetarian food items is very high, it is not possible for a man to slaughter so
many animals in one day.
So, these food chains use automated machines to slaughter the animal. Does it still remain halal
because there is no one to read the name of Allah onto the animals while they are being
slaughtered? Or is it Haram to eat such animals?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. MOHAMMAD
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
SHEEP AND COWS CAN BE SLAUGHTERED BY MACHINES BUT THIS IS UNUSUAL EVEN IN THE
MOST ADVANCED COUNTRIES. WHAT IS NORMALLY DONE IS THE THROAT CUTTING IS DONE
MANUALLY, EVEN FOR CHICKEN, AND PROCESSING IS DONE WITH HELP OF OR BY MACHINES.
ANYWAY A SMALL KNIFE IS A TOOL AFTER ALL, AND IT IS POSSIBLE TO MENTION THE NAME OF
Allah at the slaughtering when done by machine if it so happens. If the sellers say it is Halal
there is no reason to accuse them of lying unless you have evidence.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin

Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------Question 2: Loan to Avail Hajj
From: Ismail
I am Govt. servant, take loan from bank & Co-operative society and repay it in monthly
installment for the period of 48 month from my salary. An amount of Rs. 4.5 lacs yet to be paid.
My provided fund and other fund are sufficient to repay even my absence. Can I performed
Hajj?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ismail
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If you have a plan to pay the debt when it is due, you can use available cash for Hajj. The idea of
preventing is when you can only do either of them. BTW, you should be careful of such loans
are you sure they are interest-free? Taking interest-based loans is Haram unless in case of
necessities, and then you should get rid of the Haram as quickly as you can and do not go for
Hajj!
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------Question 3: Working for Freddie Mac
From: Lynda
Salam Alaykum. Is working for Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae is halal/allowed in Islam? Please
see below article for more information on the companies.
Fannie Mae, the common name for the Federal National Mortgage Association
<http://www.fanniemae.com/index.jhtml> (FNMA), and Freddie Mac, the common name for
the Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corporation <http://www.freddiemac.com/> (FHLMC), are
both congressionally authorized government-sponsored enterprises (GSEs). They are hybrids in
that they are privately owned by shareholders but enjoy government backing. The U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development <http://www.hud.gov/> (HUD) is charged
with regulating both Fannie and Freddie.
The mission of Fannie and Freddie is virtually the same -- "to provide liquidity and stability to
the U.S. housing and mortgage markets," according to the Fannie Mae web site, and "to
provide liquidity, stability and affordability to the housing market," according to the Freddie
Mac web site. They both pursue this mission buy purchasing residential mortgages that
conform to certain standards from lenders. They then either hold these mortgages or use them
to issue mortgage-backed securities to be traded in the capital markets. Currently, Fannie and
Freddie hold or guarantee about 50% of the nation’s outstanding HOME MORTGAGES
<http://www.bankingmyway.com/real-estate/mortgages/fannie-mae-vs-freddie-mac-what-arethey>
The major difference between these two enterprises is in how and when they were created.

Fannie Mae was created in 1938 during the Great Depression. Originally it was a government
agency charged with making mortgages more affordable for low-income families to help
improve the economy. It was made private in 1968 at which time it stopped guaranteeing
government-issued mortgages. In 1970, Congress created Freddie Mac to help improve the
secondary mortgage market by adding competition. Freddie has always been a privately owned
company, but it still enjoys the same government backing as Fannie Mae.
Fannie and Freddie do not operate directly with consumers. Their role is to work only with
lenders in the secondary market. Consequently, most homeowners do not know if Fannie or
Freddie owns their HOME LOAN. A large percentage of conforming mortgages are owned by
Fannie or Freddie, however.
The major problems with Fannie and Freddie started as a result of falling home prices and rising
mortgage defaults <http://www.bankingmyway.com/article/mortgage-delinquencies-8thstraight-quarter> . Because lenders could depend on Fannie and Freddie purchasing their
mortgages, lending standards were severely relaxed. Consequently, many borrowers who could
not conservatively afford mortgages received them anyway often using subprime and exotic
LOANS. When these borrowers began to default on their mortgages, the housing market began
a downward spiral. Because all of Fannie and Freddie’s assets are tied to mortgages, these two
firms suffered major losses.
In September 2008, the government initiated a rescue plan to deal with Fannie and Freddie and
prevent these two firms from failing. Both firms were placed into the conservatorship of the
Federal Housing Finance Agency (FHFA). U.S Treasury promised capital support of up to $100
billion for each firm in exchange for $1 billion of senior preferred stock with a 10% coupon.
Recently, the administration announced the Making Homes Affordable program targeted at
preventing foreclosure. This program is available for Fannie and Freddie mortgages and offers a
refinancing opportunity for homeowners who owe more than 80% of their home’s current
value. By refinancing at lower interest rates, monthly payments will decrease. Homeowner’s
can check with their MORTGAGE SERVICERS Description: or with Fannie or Freddie directly to
see if they are eligible
Thank-you for your service, May Allah Bless You!
Best Regards, Shaheen Khan.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Lynda
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Both these institutions are interest-based in their activities. Even though we still apply the same
rule we apply to banks. Working in area where one does not write, sign, legally review, and
similar action of interest-based contracts is permissible and the income received from such
permissible jobs is also permissible. The Prophet, pbuh, mentioned that the Wrath of God is in
the writer and witnesses in addition to taker and giver of Riba.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf

-----------------------------------------------------------Question 4: Zakah on jewelry given as lien
From: Syeda
I have about 7.7 tola of gold jewelry from that 6 tola is in the mortgage in the bank since 3 years
because we have taken loan on that, whether I am liable to pay the Zakah. And we also have an
open plot nearly 2.5 lac whether Zakah is also liable on that property.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Syeda
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If the debt you are under is been paid out of your normal regular income and you do not intend
to use the gold mortgaged to the bank for its payment, it does not matter whether this gold is
mortgaged or not. You are still the owner and if a Hawl passes on the first time you got an
amount of Nisab, i.e., about 85 grams of gold you are subject to Zakah at the rate of 2.5% ever
354 day (Hawl). For the land, if it is intended to build your house on it, it is not subject to Zakah
but if you bought it with the intention of keeping it until prices go up or for any investment
purpose, its market price is subject to Zakah on same principles as above.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------Question 5: banking job
From: muhammed
I live in Calgary, Canada. I have a concern regarding my job. I lost my job last month. Since then
I was applying for many jobs, but I didn't get any. I have two kids and my wife is working. Till
February I have employment insurance. But once it is over, it’s difficult for us to move forward.
Now I got a part time job in a bank in customer service, which includes sales of banking
products. Is it halal to do this job until I find another job.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Muhammed
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If your job is promoting interest-based products or filling or receiving applications from
customers, this is part of writing interest which is covered by the Prophet, pbuh, Hadith of
prohibition. If you do not do any of activities related directly to the process of creating an
interest-based contract the job may not be Haram.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------------

Question 6: working at a car dealership
From: ..
I have currently accepted a job working at a car dealership and am just curious if it is haram.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br.
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Selling car is of course permissible, you must not be part of making the finance contract of it,
e.g., filling the application for your client.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------------Question 7: Working as a Human Resources Manager in a resort which serves alcohol
From: Ibrahim
What is Islamic view regarding working as a Human Resources Manager in a resort which serves
alcohol and pork. Here I would like to mention that the main source of income to my country is
from tourism sector. Most times guest staying these resorts are Non-Muslims.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ibrahim,
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Serving alcohol is not permissible for a Muslim whether one serves Muslims or non-Muslims.
But you said your job is in human resource not in serving alcohol or pork. Working in human
resource department in a resort place is not Haram and the salary of it is not Haram either.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------Question 8: is working as a physiotherapy assistant Halal or Haram?
From: Zainab
Is working as a physiotherapy assistant a haram job?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Zainab
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
What can be Haram in helping other people get better? It is rather favored jobs, of course it is
better to specialize in women being a female unless under necessities.

Wa Allah A’lam
W Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------------Question 9: Unable to pay student loan
student loan
From: shayat
When I was in college I took student loan for undergrad studies. My father died; we were living
with my elder brother but he was also struggling financially.
I wanted to become a dentist & my intention was to repay my loan before interest start.
However, I could not pay my loan. I got married & could not become a dentist. Now, my loan
reached to almost $16000. My husband cannot afford to pay that loan. I am scared of Allah s
anger because of interest & loan. What if I couldn’t pay back my loans?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Shayat
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
God does not question us for things we cannot do. We need to always do our best to fulfill our
obligations and leave the rest to Allah. Try to take a job that is in your capacity.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------------Question 10: Unintentionally Entered into a Riba loan contract
From: Babar
My friend bought a used car at 0% interest by asking the dealer to increase the price of the car,
instead of charging interest, and he paid installments at 0% but on a higher price.
I thought this is halal so I tried to do the same but failed. I made the contract with the dealer to
buy a car but after at the time of financing it, I told the dealer to do it at 0% like my friend did
but the dealer disagreed and I had no choice but to sign the Riba contract. Should I sell the car
now or can I keep it?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Babar
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I don’t think you can now undo what was done unintentionally, just try to pay this contract as
soon as possible, expedite payments for it and mad Istighfar and Sadaqah. Allah promised in
the Qur’an that Hasanat wipe away Sayyi’at.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin

Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------------Question 11: loans to friends never paid back
From: ouassila
I have been in some problems and I just feel its growing. I am scare it will go bigger. Few years
back we lent few friends’ money. Between 3000$ to 10000$ with the process to return in a
couple of months maximum 6 months. Money never came back. At that time it was not a
problem yet, this year we bought a small town house we have a mortgage to pay, so our
financial start getting tight and expanses got higher plus our debts start growing.
So, I am asking all of them to return the money after 4 years, of course no one did till now.
Some are my friend’s some are my husband’s friends’. My husband is very shy and nice
personality; he can’t force or argue, I am way too stressed about it, I start seeing counselor,
taking anti depressions.
I never was in depths. Out of anger I texted everyone my friends and his friends, that this is too
much we need our money we are in need too. That made my husband angry, it’s kind of /I
reduced from his men personality. I am feeling I will never see this money and even if it comes,
it will not cover my depth, but all I want is to clear my depth be clean with Allah, and keep my
family connected.
I love my husband and I care about his name, but in most house staff I handle because he is a
quite personality. Dealing with his friend was a sensitive point. Please, advise. No will help I am
sure, but also no one want to even return my money, so what to do?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Ouassila
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I think the best you can do under the circumstances that you described is to come back to
yourself and leave all these worries behind you. Leave it to God to take care of and care about
your house and family and husband. Simply get that off your shoulders and do not think about
it anymore.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Jan. 29, 2015
Question 1: Supporting brother and parents more than wife and son
From: Zoya
It is 3 years that I’m married and have a son who is 2 years old. We are living in a join family and
my husband feels that his family (parents and brother) is more important for him and it is
sawab.
But my husband is failing to fulfill the duties and responsibilities towards me and our son. How

far can he support my brother in law who is married, because of supporting him financially we
are stuck under heavy loans; can you please help and guide my husband on this.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Zoya
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Supporting parents and sibling when they are in need is not only a religious duty but also an
important fulfillment of human dignity and self-respect. Of course this support should be fair
and to the extent which does not make sibling more comfortable than other members
including wife (or husband) and children. If your husband is exceeding this standard, he should
be careful and come to fairness which is to make them as comfortable as his small family is. By
the way, this principle applies to males and females, single or married when their parents and
sibling especially young ones are in need.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------Question 2: Are we allowed to purchase a foreclosure home from banks?
Foreclosure Home Financing
From: Farhan
Are we allowed to purchase a foreclosure home from bank on fixed or variable mortgage rate?
If yes, then how is this different than conventional mortgage?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Farhan
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Interest is not permissible (unless in case of necessity and its likes) whether in regular mortgage
or in foreclosure purchased from banks and whether the mortgage interest is at fixed or
variable rate. There is no difference in the prohibition. When there is necessity, one should try
to have the fasted to pay and the cheapest possible mortgage in order to reduce the Haram
practice as much as possible because the necessity cannot be expanded beyond the limit
needed.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------Question 3: buying a house on conventional mortgage
Lease a house
From: Salman
I am new immigrant and I want to mortgage a house for personal living. Does our religion allow

us to do so?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Salman
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Interest is prohibited and our religion does not allow indulging in it unless under necessity or its
like. the issue was studied several times and an opinion was adopted by the Second
International Conference on Fiqh held in Detroit in the fall of 1999. That Muslim families who
live in the Western societies and need to buy house to live in for reasons of finding decent
places, good schooling, reasonable safety and security and also financial suitability may go for
interest-based mortgage provided there are no permissible ways available to buy a house for
residence without interest.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------Question 4: Cost of Hajj
From: leeban
Why does Hajj in today's world cost so much money back then it did not; it was free?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Leeban
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
At all times, Hajj cost money and it varies depending on what facilities available. Thanks to Allah
now it cost less time! When my father made his Hajj in the first few years of 1900 he spent
three month walking from Damascus to Makkah (about 1800 kilometer) in addition to the cost.
now when my son made Hajj from California to Makkah (about 20,000 KM) in just two weeks.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------Question 5: Money saved from tuition
From: akram
I am a student and married. I have a kid and my wife is pregnant. My family sends me money
every month of which I feel is not enough as for them they feel is enough thus they don’t want
to increase. I’m left with only a third of the money for food for the whole month after spending
the rest for rent and other utility bills.
The university gives me 15% discount and on top I add some little money on the fees to cater
for my needs without the knowledge of my parents. Is this money halal for me?
My Answer:

Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Akram
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Lying or cheating is not permissible even to parents. You should know that you are better off
than at least 95% of Muslim children whose parent are not able to support their living. I think
you need to convince your parent or at least not lying to them. you also should recognize the
difference between lying and not giving all the info you have. you seem to have forgot the third
option which is to find yourself a part time job along with study. As a husband and a father it is
about time that you earn your living rather than depending on parents…
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------Question 6: payment of Zakah on gold held static
From: Jaseel
I have question on giving Zakah. I have a debt to bank which I took for house renovation and
sister’s marriage. My parents are completely dependent on me. I have some gold which my
wife has received from her parents during marriage. As local tradition, I can use this gold with
my wife’s permission on need basis (only if wife allows).
Can you please help me understand, do I need to pay Zakah for this static gold?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Jaseel
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Please leave the tradition aside. The gold owned by your wife is hers and you have nothing to
do with it. if you have income that is above the amount you spend on yourself, family, parents
and the debt to the bank (remember taking interest-based loan is Haram and one of the most
severe sins in our religion whether for renovation or for sister’s marriage) so that you save
some part of it, once these savings (added to any other investments and properties used for
investment) reach the amount of Nisab (approximately USD 1500) you are required to pay
Zakah at the rate of 2.5% once 354 days pass and repeat it every year.
Also if the amount of gold is more than 85 grams, she is required to pay Zakah on the total at
the same rate of its value first time after 354 days from the day she had them and every 354
days then after. It is permissible for you to pay the Zakah due on her with her knowledge
because Zakah is a worship like prayers.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------Question 7: difference between a loan and Murabahah

From: Mohammad
I need to buy a house and don't have enough money to buy it without the need for a loan. I
seek your answer about that case:
1) The bank really buys the house or the car, and once it is in its possession sells it back to the
customer by a higher price.
2) The bank does not really buy the house or the car, but it just pays the money on your behalf
in return of repaying (the bank) a higher price.
I have been searching but can’t find a halal loan; do you know a real halal loan?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Mohammad
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The first case is Halal and the second is Haram. An important difference between them is that in
the first case it gives you a car or a house and its fair price is higher when payment is delayed. In
the second case it gives you a loan (debt) and the debt does not have a difference through
time. A car or house or any other property produces utility through time (which has a price)
but the debt does not.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------Question 8: multi-level marketing
Business and Income
From Mujeeb
These days I have been approached by several Muslim brothers and sisters who tell about this
great way of much extra money as a side business.
Amway combines direct selling with a multi-level marketing strategy.
http://www.amway.com/about-amway/business-opportunity
Is the income through this business model un-Islamic? Folks use this business by showing
different expenses as business expenses to save taxes on their main source of income. So, is
this a valid way of cutting taxes?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Mujeeb
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Please explain this business in word. I do not answer on basis of websites.
You may reduce taxes by claiming any expense that the law allows provided you do not make a
lie.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam

Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 9: donating on line, does it have same reward from Allah?
From: Recep
I have a question regarding online donation; let’s say I donate online in one website
(Muslimwebsite). However, I believe that your intention must be right.
Therefore my question is: am I getting the same deed when I donate online and other person
goes to the poor's/orphans and give them a donation in person? The question came up during
conversation with my family member.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Recep
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
There is no difference as long as you trust the people who run that donation on line. There is no
added virtue in going personally to the poor unless you offer some additional personal help.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------Question 10: sales agreement validity
From: Khaldoun
I listed a car for sale for 29,000. A prospective buyer bargained and I agreed on 25,500. Then I
saw the buyer and met with him at my friend's place where the car was, as my friend was
helping me out with the ad and answering emails. The buyer was impolite to my friend. On the
next day, he sent me a message asking me to get a proof of warranty from the dealership and
prepare the sale agreement and he will prepare the check. He was also rude, so I decided to
withdraw my offer; halal?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Khaldoun
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If you concluded the sale verbally, it is a done deal. But if you did not conclude it and you
agreed on the price waiting for seeing the car and make final sale at the friend’s house, then
you have right to back up, from what you said, it seems to me that it is a done deal and you
better not back up.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------------Question 11: Living in the house of deceased parents while having other heirs

From: sameeha
I am living in the house that my parents had and now they have both passed away, there was
no will and I have 2 brothers and I am the only daughter. Please, advise me how would the
house be shared amongst us.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Sameeha
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
It is a straight forward case. Upon the death of the owners (I assume it was owned by both
parents together) the house and all other properties of theirs became owned by the three of
you (provided your parents are not survived by any parents of their own, i.e., your grandparent)
on the basis of one share to you, and two shares to each of your brothers regardless of any of
you being married or single. If you have not income or wealth and you need any financial
support, your brothers are responsible to provide you with it.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Feb. 10, 2015
Question 1: What to do with existing conventional Mortgage?
From: Mouloud
I bought a house in 2010 using traditional banks mortgage. I learned later on that this is Riba. El
Ansar cooperation in Toronto offers the option of financing people who have mortgages with
traditional banks. It takes at least one year to get the financing. There is also the option of
selling my current house and asking the cooperation for money to buy a house. Here also
waiting time is same. Which option do you recommend? Currently I have 3.5 years to pay
mortgage.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Mouloud
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I see the option of transferring to Islamic finance asap, if it is one year so let it be. Meanwhile
make Istighfar, try to maximize the amount you pay on the present mortgage and make more
Sadaqat, as Allah promised that good deeds remove the effect of bad actions.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------

Question 2: Stolen money
From: Dina
I'm too ashamed of telling my story but I have to. I stole some money from my mother and I
really regret it now. She found out that some money was missing and she was so upset which
made me feeling so guilty. This is why I want to give it back to her but I don't have it all. She's
going to buy me a dress with same price that I took from her. Well if I tell her not to buy me
that dress, does is mean that I gave it back to her? Will Allah forgive me?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Dina
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Replacing refusal of a gift for returning the money to her is not a way of paying back that
money which is hers. Just put your own finance together and pay mother the amount or more
than the amount, even without mentioning the story of steeling it from her. Accept the gift,
repent to Allah only between you and Him, make more Istighfar and be kind to your mother
much more in the future.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------Question 3: giving Zakah to father and calculating it
From: Haniyya
I am married since a year. It’s time for me to pay my gold Zakah. I need to know 2 things, may
Allah be pleased and reward you the best:
1) While calculating Zakah amount, I am supposed to give 1.60 pavan of gold as Zakah. If I am
giving this as money, the rate of gold of which day am I supposed to calculate? Because the rate
keeps changing every day.
2) Is it allowed to give my Zakah to my father who is on debt, so this money can be used to pay
them which might be a relief?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Haniyya
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I don’t know what is pavan. The amount of Zakah due after 354 days of obtaining gold of 85
grams (the amount of Nisab) or more is 2.5%, this is repeated every year. The Hanafi school
does not make any differentiation regarding whether the gold is in normal use or not. The
amount of Zakah is due on the completion of 354 days. It can be distributed in money at the
price is on the day it is due.
Zakah cannot be given to parents because you are responsible for their living and welfare even
as a female, if they are in need. You may help with his debt from your own money not from the
money which in fact belongs to the poor.

Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------------Question 4: Zakah on sold land
From: Safiya
I sold a land back home and I want to pay Zakah. How much % do I need to pay? And can I send
the money to my poor relatives back home?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Safiya
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If you got the land, when you got it, for the intention of selling it. it is subject to Zakah from the
time a Hawl passed on it (that is 354 days after obtaining it) at the rate of 2.5% every 354 days.
If your intention was to build on it your own home then you changed your mind and sold it,
Zakah is due on the net amount you received by adding it to other cash you have and pay the
Zakah on the total you own on the day of your regular Zakah on other cash as same rate and
repeated every Hawl.
Zakah may be paid to relatives other than parents, children and minor sibling (an preferably all
siblings). It is rather better to pay it to them as told by the Prophet, pbuh, it becomes Zakah and
kindness to kin.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------Question 5: Buying a house in Canada
From: Fazal
I have four kids ages 11, 09, 06 and 02 years. I am working as an engineer and earning 6600
CAD per month, while I am paying 1000 CAD for kids Islamic school fee and send 1000 CAD to
my parents to my home country. I am paying 1800 CAD rent including utility, 1000 CAD for food
and other stuff. I changed 3 houses in a year and get hardship every time due to moving and
searching houses. My question is about buying a house on mortgage; I am confused in this
situation and need your advice.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Fazal
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
It is on your situation and similar that the Fatwa of permissibility to buy a house for own
residence in Western countries applies. Try first to find a house finance through Islamic
organizations in Canada, there are a few of them. If their conditions are difficult to meet, go for

conventional mortgage and try to pay it off asap.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------Question 6: Leaving all estate to one of the children
From: a Sister
My mother has decided she would like to have and Islamic will. She has 3 boys and 3 girls. But
because of family issues she has decided that she wants to leave everything to me. The only
reason is because the other five do not speak to her or acknowledge her. The 3 boys decided to
go their own ways they act like my mom is the enemy which she is not. And the other 2 girls
don't have any communication with her at all. I am the only one that is with my mom. How
does she do the will?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sister
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
It cannot be Islamic will with preventing the other boys and girls. I understand her feeling. If she
wants to give you any edge over others she can do it while alive not in a will but in a gift. She
can give you everything as a gift. But once she dies, the property moves to the heirs as
mentioned in the Qur’an ( assuming no husband and no parents, nine shares, two to each son
and one to each daughter). An Islamic will must reflect the Islamic obligatory inheritance
system. A gift is up to the giver as long as she is alive.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------------Question 7: A last will that violates Shari’ah
From: Fatima
Let’s say someone dies and leaves a will that does not comply with Allah (SWT). The children of
the deceased decided to change the Will to comply with Allah (SWT). Does the deceased get
punished for writing a will that is wrong or will he be forgiven because the children changed it
to be correct?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Fatima
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Let leave the reward and punishment of the deceased to God alone. We are told by the
Prophet, pbuh, that good actions and prayers and Istighfar of children benefit the parents. Their
action in correcting the will benefits the parent accordingly.

Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------Question 8: Not-paid Zakah for past years
From: ASHEKIN
I read the article about RRSP and RESP, we must give Zakah for those. But my question is to you
is: before it didn't come to my mind, not somehow I asked myself and check this web site and
come to know.
1- What about the past? Which I missed since 15 years for my son RESP? What do I have to do
at this time?
2. Is it acceptable, if I paid my Zakah to my family member to do his business and slowly he'll
pay all the money which I give him for my Zakah? Please, let me know?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br./Sr.
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Zakah dues do not die out by the passage of time. You need to estimate at best educated guess
the amount due for all past years and pay it, also be a little more generous because you are
dealing with God.
You can pay Zakah to family members if they are in need and the criteria of Zakah recipients
apply to them with the exception of parents, children and minor siblings. Paying it with a loan
concept is not valid. If the person deserves it. whatever she/he does with it is his/her business
and you have nothing to do with it.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------------Question 9: Dividing a House among a Sister and Two Brothers
From: Sameeha
I am living in the house that my parents had and now they have both passed on, there was no
will and I have 2 brothers and I am the only daughter. Please, advise me how can the house be
shared amongst us?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Sameeha
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Assuming no grandparents, it is straight forward mentioned in the Qur’an Verse 4:11 as follows:
you get one fifth and each of the brothers two fifths.
Wa Allah A’lam

Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------Question 10: Donating Interest Income
From: ABDUL
Can I pay interest earned on my saving account to a mosque?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. ABDUL
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Yes, and better tell them, so they do not use it in the prayer hall maintenance.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------Question 11: Halal meat for prisoners
From: a Deputy
I work in a local jail and when I get a person practicing Islam and wanting a special diet, we are
having some difficulty. We are unable to accommodate the exact halal requirements; due to its
cost it puts a great burden on the kitchen budget. Kosher is easier to do for some reason, but
we are working on that.
Until we have a better option I have a problem. From what I have read and understand it would
be preferable to serve a vegetarian diet then have something that is kosher. All the meat that
we do serve is turkey, but there is nothing that says that it is slaughtered in the right fashion.
Can you give me some guidance in this matter?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br.
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I think you must provide Halal definitely. This is the law and the human right of the person in
jail.
Meanwhile you may serve vegetarian with explicit info and transparency. Kosher is not
recommended because of the controversy around it nowadays especially in Western countries.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------Question 12: Giving false info
From: Saeed

I desperately want to apply for affordable housing under Calgary Housing Company. One of
their eligibility criteria says that the total household assets should not exceed $7,000.00
including but not limited to * Bank accounts * Investments * Equity in property or vehicle. Our
bank a/c. is $2,500.00 & vehicle value $1,800.00. The thing is that we have saved a cash of
$7,000.00 in a money box for our back home trip and my wife owns gold ornaments valuing
$4,000.00. DO WE QUALIFY to apply?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Saeed
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I think you do qualify. They do not care about what you have hidden for emergencies or what
your wife wears as ornaments.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------Question 13: Health insurance
From: Ahmed
I have epilepsy and my doctor said I need to get a MRI and an EEG scan in order for him to be
able to diagnose my seizures. And MRI cost like $2000 and an EEG cost like anywhere from
$200-$700. But I don't have any insurance. Is it permissible for me to apply for health
insurance?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ahmed
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Health insurance for Muslims living in the Western countries is permissible, rather it may be
necessary in most cases. you are already late in taking it, and you may take it the soonest
possible.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------Question 14: gift in life time
From: Fatou
My sister-in-laws is an only child. She also had one child a daughter who died recently. She has
one landed property and has told me recently that she is going to give it to my daughter and a
cousin. My sister-in-law's father is alive but she was unfortunately born out of wedlock. She is
also not married.
Can you, please, tell me if it is right for her to dispose of her property this way even though her

father is alive? Please, advise me on whether my daughter should take this gift. She has also
said that the property should never be sold by the two recipients even though this would have
already been gifted to them.
I am confused and not keen to let my child inherit anything that is not in accordance with
Islam/Shari`ah.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br./Sr. Fatou
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
From the legality point of view, according to Shari’ah she can do whatever she likes with her
property as long as she is alive and capacitated. Potential heirs have no right and cannot limit a
person’s actions. Also from legality’s point of view, if she was born out of wedlock her wedlock
father cannot inherit her because of lack of formal marriage. (such a child has inheritance
mutual relation with her/his physical mother only).
But from good-relation and kindness to father, she better make a will to give him part of her
estate when she dies (as he is not qualified as an heir). It might be advisable that if she decides
to give the property to your daughter and her cousin that she may consider giving a part to her
father.
On the other point, the condition of no sale in a gift in not permissible and not valid in Shari’ah
because that is an interference with an owner’s basic human rights.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------Question 15: betting
From: Hina
I was having a conversation with my cousin when I bet some money on something. I lost the bet
and now she is demanding that money from me saying that since she won, she deserves to get
that money and if I don't give her the money, I'll remain indebted to her. Later, I also came to
know that betting is haram in Islam.
Keeping all of this in view, do I owe her that money and will I be accountable for it if I don't pay
her? A quick reply would be highly appreciated.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br./Sr.
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Betting is not permissible according to majority of scholars. I think you should convince her not
to take such betting seriously.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam

Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------------Question 16: keeping part of ticket price paid by employer
From: Tufel
Using Travel Allowance Paid by Employer
As-salamu Alaykum Sheikh. My company wants to send me for an official duty and will pay me
the money required for premium class train. However I wish to go in the economy class train
and keep the difference of money to me. Is it Halal?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Tufel
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If they give allowance you can go by any class and pocket the difference but if they give ticket
or ask for the ticket receipt according to the company’s system, you may NOT pocket the
difference.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------Question 17: Property distribution in inheritance
From: ubaid
I want a detail description about house (property) share among the family members according
to Islamic Shari`ah (Sunni). Family has 3 sons and 1 daughter; the eldest son has only 2
daughters both married. The middle one has 2 sons and 1 daughter. The last one has 1 son and
two daughters, one of them married.
Their father has died but their mother is alive. The father has given half of ancestral house to
his wife as her share. The eldest son has shifted to other place leaving his ancestral house, and
has died some years ago after death of father.
The middle one and the last one are living in their ancestral house. The father has given 10000
as a share to her daughter before some years but she and her family did not accept that share
that time and told we will take it in future now she has died.
Now sir, I want help from you. What share does everyone have to be given according to Islamic
Shari`ah (Sunni). Please sir, reply as soon as possible, as it is an urgent matter.
My answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ubai
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Anything given while alive and accepted by recipient is a gift, valid and permissible in Shari’ah.
this applies to whatever is given and registered (or acknowledged by all other heirs if not
registered) in name of wife or to daughter.
All estate of the deceased father is distributed as follows: 1/8 to wife, the remainder is divided

into 7 equal shares (actually in this case each share is equal to 1/8 of the original). One share to
the daughter and two shares to each of the 3 sons.
Then the share of the son who died later (along with his other ingredients of his estate) should
be distributed to his own heirs as follows: 1/6 to his mother who survived him, 1/3 to each of
his daughters, 1/8 to his wife if she survived him and the remainder to his 2 brothers and one
sister (this is 1/24 if the wife survived and 4/24 if she did not. It should be divided into 5 share
one to the sister and 2 to each brother).
After death of daughter her estate is divided between her heirs as follows: ¼ to her husband if
he survived her, 1/6 to her mother and remainder to her children if they include a male at the
rate of 2 shares to the male and 1 share to the female.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------Question 18: Deceased Parents Unpaid Loan
From: Zahra
If after parents’ death one finds out about any unpaid loans, are the children obligated to pay
of that loan? Secondly, if one is unable to find any trace of the lender, can that loan be paid off
as charity to a needy deserving person?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Zahra
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Children are not obliged legally according to Shari’ah to pay the debt on their parents. Debts
are taken from the estate before distribution to heirs. If the deceased left nothing they are not
legally required to pay the debt.
The deceased is questioned for the payment of his/her debt because debts do not die out
according to Shari’ah. if the children pay the debt of their parent from their own properties, this
is a good deed on their part. It is good to do it and a relief for their deceased parent. It is very
much rewarded.
Giving charity if the creditor cannot be located is a good action, but if the creditor is found later,
he/she is better be paid.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Feb. 27, 2015
Question 1: Credit cards issued by conventional banks
From: Aiman
Salam,
My name is Aiman and I'm a student. I would like to know the Islamic rulings on credit cards

that issued by conventional banks here in the US. Is it permissible to use them or not?
JazakAllah Khayran
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Aiman
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Let us always remember that using a credit card means that you purchase goods and services
and ask the issuer of the card to pay on your behalf. Then the issuer will come back to you at
the end of each period, usually a month to pay the whole accumulated amount. Lack of paying
it in full allows the issuer to charge you interest until the date of payment. this means that using
it beyond one’s ability to pay is in reality an act of taking a loan on interest from the issuer.
There are no Islamic credit card in America. Singing its contract represent an acceptance to take
a loan on interest when you do not make full payment within the grace period that is usually 25
days from the date of the monthly statement.
Accordingly:
1. Signing the credit card contract is permissible only if you are sure that you will not make
any delayed payment beyond the grace period. best way is to give authorization for automatic
withdrawal from your account in full payment of the bill.
2. Using it for all purchases a Muslim makes is permissible provided you have sufficient fund
to pay all the accumulated balance each month. It is Haram and interest generating to use it
without this assurance.
3. Withdrawing cash through the card charges interest immediately from date of withdrawal.
You must be sure not to make any cash withdrawal from the card.
4. It is useful and sometimes necessary for every Muslim who lives in America to have at least
one credit card because it add confidence and identification for making may beneficial
transactions such as hotel and travel reservation, buying on line, etc.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------Question 2: Can’t save money
From: Jubril
Dear brother,
I'm a spend drift and I can't save money. Pls help me out.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Jubril
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Go to a psychological therapist. I can’t advise on such a matter.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin

Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------Question 3: Psychological effect of not having a job
From: Afeez
Dear sir,
I have a serious financial issue because currently I have no job and is affecting me
psychologically.
Thank you
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Afeez
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Please resort to prayers and Istighfar and go to a psychological therapist. Don’t ask me please.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------Question 4: Buying a house on Interest in France
From: Adnan
Salam. Sir, my name is Adnan. I live in Paris France. I have one question, is it allow in Islam to
buy a house by taking credit from bank. I know interest is haram in Islam, but some people say
rules are different in dareul harab. So you can take credit from bank to buy a house. Plz help me
and guide me, because I am confused. Waiting for your reply. Allah bless you
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Adnan
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
1. Rules are not different in countries of Muslim minorities from countries of Muslim majority,
there is no country of war except the occupied Palestine in our world of today.
2. The prohibition of Riba is the strongest compared with all other sins. Allah tells us that
dealing in Riba invokes a war from Allah and His Messenger.
3. God sent the Islamic law including all His ordinances as a mercy to human being not to
make life difficult and He told us in the Qur’an that all the religion does not have any thing that
makes our living difficult or inconvenient. Therefore the rule of relaxing a prohibition under
certain circumstances when it is difficult to observe it is an important part of the fundamentals
of Islamic Fiqh and Shari’ah.
4. Shari’ah scholars in many conferences and meeting discussed the issue of buying houses for
residence by Muslims in the Western countries where there are no Islamic banks and finance
companies to provide Shari’ah compliant finance and conclude that: when a Muslim family
living in any Western country needs to buy a house for its own residence and does not find

means of finance that are consistent with Shari’ah, it may go for conventional mortgage
although it is based on Riba because the prohibition is not intended to deprive such families of
housing as long as they need it.
5. Purchasing a house for own residence is then permissible if it is necessary for the family.
The personal necessity of each family can only be determined by the family itself on the basis of
availability of other ways including renting, security, children schooling, financial situation and
ability, etc.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------Question 5: Women Working under stress
From: Muskan
As-salamu Alaykum. ....I am a working woman for the past 2 years. I have 2 kids. ..since past few
months I am under immense stress at work....this is affecting me and indirectly it's affecting my
family also as I under stress and being lively as I was before. My husband who is very loving and
caring asks me to be patient, but who is not so much agreeing my idea of giving resignation. Do
I need his permission to resign my job as I know woman doesn't have any financial obligations
in Islam and working and earning is not her responsibility. But I am scared that by doing so will I
be disobedient to my husband? Please help me as I really wish to resign my job and can't make
a decision.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sister,
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
It is true that a wife is not responsible for family expenses and it is true that you are fully
entitled to take you own decision regarding working or not. It is also true that all of us must not
waste our time so if one of us does not have a formal job or resigns a job will certainly find
many useful thing to use one’s time for.
At the same time relation between husband and wife is based on live, caring and cooperation.
While it is not disobedience to take your own decision to resign on your own, it is also part of
caring and loving to discuss the matter with him and reach a consensus on what to do for him
or for you and to solve any differences amicably.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session March 14, 2015
Question 1: Inherited house that was built on interest loan
From: Shah

Location: Sri Lanka
As-salamu `Alaykum. My father used to work at an interest based bank. He took a loan from the
bank to build a house; it belongs to me know. Is it halal for me? If not, what should I do? It was
built on my mother's land.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. SHAH
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Your father bears its sin, if you still have any payment on it, try to pay it all off as soon as you
can to avoid any further interest. If your father already died make Du’a for his forgiveness and
give charity on his behalf, may Allah forgive him this big sin of dealing on interest.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------Question 2: Halal Meat
From: Abdur Rahman
I used to eat chicken and beef from non-Muslim outlets. After some research, I realized that I
made a big mistake. I made Tawbah and stopped eating that kind of meat. Is this my
responsibility to enforce this on to my family?
I tried to enforce that on my wife and children. However, my wife said if she says “Bismillah”
then it's ok to eat (I didn't agree). We argued over it that turned in to a big dispute. She told me
that she wouldn't change or enforce on children. Please, advise.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Abdur Rahman
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
You did not mention where do you live and what country do you buy meat in (US, Canada,
Japan, France, UK) all these have different systems of meat slaughtering.
There are several issues in regard to your email/question:
a.
Having a dispute with your wife may be a bigger sin that eating meat of any kind; you
should be kind to her and don’t have a dispute with her. This is stated in the Qur’an as work of
evil to create difference between husband and wife,
b. On the issue of Halal meat there are two opinions:
1) if it is slaughtered by cutting and bleeding as in the USA and Canada and UK for all meat
(chicken, beef and mutton) presented in super markets for sale (in contrast with what is done
by farmers in their own farms as they usually shoot the animal) this is Halal and permissible
according to Shafi’i, and Hanbali. Hanafi require the name of Allah to be mentioned at
slaughtering moment.
2) This kind of meat is thus Halal for some and not for others. In all controversial matters we
do not take hard position on one against the other.

3) If you are in Japan (mostly non-monotheistic religion) or in France (where the law does not
require cutting and bleeding) the meat there is not in compliance with Shari’ah criteria of
slaughtering.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------------------Question 3: Is ISNA Housing Halal
From: Farhan
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Farhan
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
To the best of my knowledge is that Ansarco and ISNA-Canada have similar contracts for house
finance which are in compliance with Shari’ah.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------Question 4: Interest and Gambling
From: Muhammad
I know interest is haram but can one pay off interest with gambling money?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Muhammad
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Both Are Haram and sinful, it doesn’t matter from what source interest is paid. What matters is
involving in interest contract is a great sin and involving in gambling whether one gains or loses
a grave sin is already committed. The question does not reduce the sins in either way.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------Question 5: Working in an Insurance Company
From: Ather
I got a job in an insurance company as a group benefits examiner. It involves reviewing
analyzing health and dental claims. Is this type of job forbidden?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim

Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ather
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Insurance itself is controversial. Although the majority is on the Haram side especially that the
Islamic alternative is available in many countries. Whenever Islamic insurance (often called
Takaful) is not available and people need usually insurance it is then permissible to take when
needed and consequently permissible to offer it according to the view that sees it not
prohibited.
However, working in areas not related to promoting the conventional (in contract to Islamic)
insurance such as claim adjustment is not Haram anyway.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------Question 6: are mutual funds Halal?
From: Asif
Can you confirm if a mutual fund is halal & Shari`ah compliant as long as the total extent any of
fixed interest funds (e.g. bonds) do not exceed 33%? Hikmah Capital (www.hikmahcapital.com)
has conducted several seminars in Calgary mosques and promoting the above noted concept
while selling their (halal) mutual funds. They are showing some fatwas as well.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Asif
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
For a Muslim company (mutual fund) to buy any debt-based security such as a bond of any kind
is definitely not permissible. The relaxation of prohibition is based on great inconvenience for
investment in shares, i.e., a share of a company that may own bonds to the extent of tolerable
percentage (the 33% is definitely incorrect because it varies from one market to another)may
be purchased by a Muslim investor. But is is definitely no compliant for any Muslim to buy any
interest-based security.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------Question 7: Promise to Allah to pay Donation
From: Dawoud
I made a promise to give charity several months ago; I made this promise while I was in
consideration for job position. I ended up receiving the position. I made the promise that if I
would receive the job, I would pay charity to a certain group of people who are enduring
hardship overseas.
I've yet to give this charity and have found out that I have immediate family who are enduring

financial hardships and would benefit from the charity. I would like to know if it’s permissible to
send that money to family instead of sending it to the group of people I had intended of giving
it to or would this break my promise with Allah. Please, help me with this situation.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Dawoud
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
No, that does not break the promise to
Allah, it you divert it to more deserving persons especially close kin> if your pledge to Allah to
make that donation to that specific charity, divert it to family but make a Kaffarah for the
pledge by feeding 10 restitutes.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------Question 8: Zakah on Haram Income or Property
From: Asif
Does one have to pay Zakah on haram income (e.g., RSP, mutual funds etc.) or property (rental
property through conventional mortgage)? I have seen clear instructions to pay Zakah on such
things in other fatwas on this website whereas the real issue I think is whether Zakah on haram
items is required or not. Will someone also ask a thief or dacoit to pay Zakah? Please, clarify.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Asif
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Take it easy brother. Zakah is on the asset not on the income so if you have as asset (whether
mutual fund or a property bought on interest) the asset is subject to Zakah (unless it is exempt
because it is for personal use for the house). Haram income should all be distributed to
recipients like those of Zakah. It is not that it is exempt from Zakah which is only 2.5%, it is the
100% that should be distributed.
What is more important in your question is the mix up between Haram and others. Many
mutual funds are not Haram even some that may have some Haram income only the part of
income that is Haram should be given to charity not kept, and a property financed on interest
its income (say rent) is not Haram. I don’t know what is RSP.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------Question 9: Accounting and auditing Job
From: Rana

I am Inter Qualified and now going to start my career in the field of accountancy as an Auditor
(CA) from Pakistan. Auditors work is to check out the transactions of firms and banks which
usually base on interest and loans from banks but they are not in the agreement of the firm and
banks they just look out for the blunders and mathematical calculations.
So, my question is: is it right to join this field? The whole system is based on interest.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Rana
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
You just said it. if you are not going to write or sign interest-based contract your auditing job is
permissible, rather recommended because it reduces wrong doing.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------Question 10: Trading Marijuana companies’ Stock
From: Abdual
Can I buy and sell stocks related to Marijuana companies like AEROGROW INTL INC. (AERO)
ALTN FUELS AMERIC (AFAI) etc.?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Abdul
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If the company is specialized in anything Haram including marijuana, it is Haram to buy its stock
because it means you become a partner in it.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------Question 11: beef and chicken Halal
From: Arshad
Please, let me know eating beef, chicken at McDonalds or KFC is halal or not. Note they may not
be slaughtered by Islamic procedures.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Arshad
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Please see my answer to question 2 above.

Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------------Question 12: giving Zakah to Mother
From: Nora
Can someone give Zakah to his mum who has debt? My mother is not working and only gets
money to buy food for the family and nothing for herself; can I pay my Zakah on her debt?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Nora
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Your mother is rich by you because you are defined as rich having money to be required to pay
Zakah. Are you aware of the Saying of the Prophet that mean “You and your properties belong
to your parent” you are responsible for the living expenses of your mother is just like yourself
and you are encouraged to make her live better than you. Zakah cannot be paid to persons for
whom you are responsible. These include parents and their parent no matter how up you go,
children and their children no matter how low you go and according to many scholars your
siblings too especially when they are minors.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------Question 13: buying a car on zero interest
From: Tabinda
Is it permissible to buy a car on 0% interest? The deal I am being offered is that I pay certain
amount every month and at the end of that fixed term, I will be close to paying it off with very
little left over. So, I intend to pay a little extra every month so that by the end of my term of 8
years, I will not owe anything. Please, let me know.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Tabinda
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Yes, the way you describe it is permissible whether to total amount you pay is equal or higher
than the cash price, it is a sale on installments.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------

Question 14: Religious Events
Missy
I work for a residential treatment facility for at risk youth. We have recently gotten a new
consumer who follows the Islamic faith and we are trying to make the transition for him in our
facility easier by giving him all the opportunities needed to follow his religion.
However, we are not too familiar with the religious events followed. If you could provide me
with a list of Islamic events/holidays including fasting and all other specifications it would be
greatly appreciated.
My answer:
I am not qualified to answer this question
----------------------------------------------------------------------Question 15: exaggerations in the CV
From: From: Mohamed
I was wondering about the issue of resume/cv. I am a young man still starting his work career.
My question is: is it haram to include exaggerating in my resume, for example saying I worked
somewhere longer than I really had, or saying I worked somewhere which I totally haven't? And
if it’s haram, is it a major sin.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Mohamed
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
It is Haram to tell lies. Please do not start your career this way!
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------Question 16: is apple vinegar Halal?
From: Mohammed
I want to know whether Apple Cider Vinegar is halal or haram in Islam and as per the Shari`ah
Law.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Akhter
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
In America apple cider is just plain orange juice it is non-alcoholic. Its vinegar is also permissible.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------Question 17: Father's gifts to sons

From: Rubina
My question is very simple but the whole issue has been made very complicated by the family.
So, I need a clear answer in the light of Qur’an .
My father in law sold some property and gave the money to his 3 sons. My sisters in laws (3)
are married and very well off and were given whatever was reasonable during their wedding.
Now one sister is creating a problem and says that she should get the share or else we all will
burn in hell. Our belief is that it is his property he can do whatever.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Rubina
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Any person is free to do whatever he likes with his properties. However, a father/mother when
giving gifts to children they are required to give them equally, regardless of gender. This equal
giving may be in kind like spending on wedding for all or in money, when it is in money it should
be equal unless for special reason like medical treatment or travel or the like.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------Question 18: payment time of the Mahr
From: Mallik
When should the mahr be paid? Please, answer with references so that I can read in details
from the original source.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Mahmud
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The principle is to be paid at the time of marriage contract as the Qur’an stated it in 4:4. In the
Fiqh schools, it is permissible to agree on a different date of payment for all or for a part. If it is
delayed and no date is set in the marriage contract, the obvious thing is to consider it due at
the earliest of either divorce or death. However it never dies out by passage of time.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------Question 19: work as Real Estate Agent
From: Saad
I was wondering whether becoming a real estate agent would be permissible. I know that
dealing with interest or working for a business that deals with haram items (i.e. liquor) is not
permissible. I understand that business of buying and selling real estate itself is fine but do the

circumstances that we live in here make it permissible or not? It is inevitable that one would
direct clients to banks for financing, so is it possible to do it the halal way here?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Saad
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Yes, it is permissible to work in real estate and as agent of real estate and to inform client of
best finance supplier. What is haram is to write the finance application for the customer.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------------Question 20: Selling Tracking Software
From: Beslan
I have a question regarding spy software; I want to join affiliate program where I can promote
spy software and get commissions by promoting their spy software (tracking software). You can
visit their website; they are developers of the spy soft mspy.com. I have had already promoted
their spy software, but I have stopped, because I was not sure if this business haram of halal to
promote spy tracking software. Please, also ready the "Disclaimer" bottom of this page.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Beslan
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
In my opinion all spying is not permissible as the Qur’an prevents it (49:12). It is immoral. The
exception are very rare and limited, only in case of war.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------Question 21: Saving to buy a house
From: Mohamed
I’ve read many fatwas that claim the house of residency should not be taken into Zakah - no
matter how expensive it is - (and few that require doing so). My question is: if I can’t afford a
house but I’m saving to buy one, am I still obligated to include these savings in my Zakah?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ameen
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh

The answer is YES, these savings are subject to Zakah unless you are committed to a purchase
contract of a house or land for building it. the reason is obvious, these savings can be used for
any objectives.
Further, my opinion residence is exempt from Zakah as long as it is residence of the Zakah
payer and family even extended. But not no matter how expensive it is. If it is beyond the use of
the person/family, the extra is subject to Zakah.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------------Question 22: Truck driving of a trailer that may contain pork
From: Abdi
I am a truck driver for Wal-Mart. I go to work and find the trailer was already loaded by
someone else. I don't know what is inside till when they unload at Wal-Mart super center
stores. When they unload that is the time I see may few boxes of different type of meat of one
pallet and the rest of pallets in the truck are mixed vegetables; yogurt, ice cream etc. so is ok
me as a Muslim to work with Wal-Mart.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Abdi
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I don’t think that is Haram to an extent to quit your job especially that you do not handle it. yet
I suggest that you keep more Istighfar and charity, the worst of it that this is a small thing and
Allah promised us in the Qur’an to forgive the small thing as long as we abide by the big
matters.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------------Question 23: flavoring dissolved in Alcohol in food
From: Fareya
Almost all of the manufactured foods that we buy in stores contain flavoring and many of these
seem to have alcohol used as a solvent in some process. Does that mean all of those foods are
haram? Some people say that it is permissible to eat them because the amounts are trace, and
others disagree. Can you, please, give a more Islamic perspective on this?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Fareya
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Please do not make life difficult for everybody and do not ask such questions or indulge in such

irresponsible arguments. If there is alcohol eve as dissolvent it will be mentioned in the
ingredients. If it is not in the ingredients do not raise such issues.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
******************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session March 19, 2015
Question 1: Working in a Bank
From Fayaz
I am 42 years old & is working in a Bank (non-Islamic) from the last 16 years. Recently I realized
that working for interest banking is Haram & I intend to leave the job. But my family & friends
does not suggest me to leave the job as they think that I may not be able to survive the
livelihood of my family which consists of 3 daughters & spouse. Kindly guide me accordingly.
Further, what about the assets which I have created from the said income.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Fayaz
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The Prophet, pbuh, mentioned clearly in regard to Riba that the Wrath of Allah is on the taker,
giver, writer and its two witnesses. There is no doubt at all that Riba is interest as we know it in
banking and finance today. It is definitely prohibited in the Qur’an and the wrath of God applies
as mentioned. Working in a bank in areas that do not make you a writer or witness on a
contract is not directly prohibited. Therefore the general Shari’ah attitude is not to expand
prohibition unless there is complete similarity to warrant analogy.. In other words, the exact
answer is that working in a conventional bank in areas other than typing, drafting and signing
interest contract is not Haram. Of course this does not that such works are not close to the
Haram, they really are but still they are not prohibited although the ‘dust’ of Haram reaches
them as expressed by the beloved Prophet, pbuh. I do not suggest that you leave this job
before finding a better one. But I suggest that you should make serious effort for that,
meanwhile as long as you perform your job duties without doing anything that is directly
prohibited as mentioned above your salary for the works that is in the peripheries of Haram is
also permissible InShaAllah.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------Question 2: Personal loans from Islamic Banks
From: Syed
Assalammualaikum. My question is some Islamic banks in UAE lends personal loan to their
customers and they charge fixed percentage as profit rate. Is it permissible to take these loans

and is it permissible to work for these types of banks. These banks give one month advance
salary to those who have salary a/c and charge fixed amount as service charge. Is this
permissible to pay service charge on advance salary?
I would be grateful to you if you could provide the names of Islamic banks in UAE which are
100% Islamic.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Syed
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Personal finance in the form of cash given by some Islamic banks is based on Tawarruq which is
trick to go around interest. It is Haram as clearly declared by more than one Islamic Fiqh
Academies including the international on that belongs to the OIC. It is Haram to offer it and
Haram to take it and any increment in it is declared as pure Riba.
Islamic Banks that do it are making mistakes but that does not drive them outside being Islamic
to become conventional, they are Islamic with some mistakes, like me and you who make many
mistakes too. working in them is definitely permissible and it is definitely much more Halal than
working in conventional banks.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------Question 3: Fees for sending Zakah
From: Shakeel
Assalam Alaykum,
I send my Zakah to another country. However, the beneficiary's bank deduct a small fee from
the funds. Do I have to send/spend that fee again?
Jazaka Allah Khair
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Shakeel
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
As an individual payer your responsibility is to make it reach its proper destination and
whatever you do for that you do it on the basis of Wakalah. If I were in your place I would send
a little more in the first place for anticipating such transfer cost. I suggest to give some
additional amount to repair that. Although you may find some scholars who may argue
otherwise.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
Islamic Finance and Economics

------------------------------------Question 4: Advancing Farmers with increment
From: Mushtaq
I am a business man doing fruit [apple] business. I give money, fertilizers etc. to farmers at
different times of the year. The total amount of money which they lend from me remains to
them for more than a year. At the time of the harvest of fruit I charge them @30 per peti [fruit
box] and 6% to 10% to the amount of money which they have taken from me during the year.
Am I doing right as per Quran and Sunnah. Please, guide me.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Mushtaq
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I am afraid not.
This addition of 6-10% is pure interest which is forbidden in the Qur’an and Sunnah in clear
terms.
Besides there is another thing you are also doing which is not less of Haram. That is the implicit
(or it may be explicit) that because you give them these loans during the year, when they need
money, they should bring their product to you at the time of harvest and may be you are giving
them a price lower than the market, only God knows! Regardless of the price the requirement
to bring the harvest to you is a benefit from the loan you are giving, this benefit itself (giving
your business) if Riba because Riba is any increment in a loan even when this increment is
merely a benefit not an amount of money of goods.
NOW THE ALTERNATIVE: Buy forward fruits from them at a price you agree on at the time of
buying (contract) and pay in full for this quantity you buy. You can repeat this sale contract
several time during the offseason period. the farmer then becomes a debtor to you for the
quantity(ies) you purchased. The contract must specify future date and place of delivery in
addition to description of item and quantity and payment of its price must be in full at time of
contract. this contract is called SALAM SALE and the Prophet, pbuh, said that it is permissible.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
**********************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session April 8, 2015
Question 1: Umrah using credit cards points
From: Naima
As-salamu Alaykum...
I would like to ask if it is allowed to go to Umrah or Hajj using my reward points I acquired thru
my credit card? My reward points can purchase 2 way ticket to Makkah.
Please let me know if it is allowed or not. Jazakallah,
Naima
My Answer:

Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Naima
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Yes of course, it is permissible. You own these reword points and you can use them for any
purpose including going for Hajj or Umrah.
(BTW, I hope that your credit card use was without any interest because interest is a grave sin
as the Qur’an declares although the point are not accumulated on interest but on purchases,
i.e., they are not affected by delay of payment).
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------Question 2: Leaving the Middle East before fully paying my loan
From: Meriem
Salamu Alaykom brothers and sisters, Will you please share my question? Kindly do not show
my identity! Thank you very much and jazak'Allahkhair!
I am a Muslim living in the USA before I used to live in the middle east and I had a job and my
whole life was there so I took a loan from the bank and I was working and paying back but
something happened and I had to leave and of course I left a debt behind now the bank is
chasing me and I can't afford to pay since I don't have a job and I have no income! What is the
best way to deal and talk to the bank? I can't afford a lawyer and this problem is affecting my
whole life! I know these loans and credit cards are haram and I did my Tawbah and I will never
ever take any loan or credit card, I am also giving this advice to every person I meet who think
about getting loans! My life has turned to hell, I am suffering, my husband is suffering and our
little boy too. I can be jailed any time I go to visit my parents in my home country! This is just
sad and all that money is not worth all this stress we are living!
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Meriem
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I find no solution other than contacting the bank and reconciling with it on payment. it may
accept to cancel some of the accumulated interests. We all must stand to bear the outcome of
what we do, don’t we? Sell some of your assets? alternatively declaring bankruptcy in the USA
may not be recognized in the country of the loan/bank and may not relieve you of its burden.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------Question 3: balance salary hike
From: Johnsaida

As-slam Alaykum Warahamatullahi Wabarakatuhu
My dear brothers in Islam; I was working an Engineer in an organization. By work I was sincere
and hard worker my department and my manger was fully satisfied with my service and I was
saved a big amount of company with my knowledge skills. And my manger was proposed to
hike my salary 15-20% at that time of my contract renewal; by officially he did everything and
said to me while back from my annual vacation I will get my hike salary. After my return our HR
management were fixed 10 % hike only. Then my manager went and quarreled with them why
they did like this, but they don't want to accept more than this (As per company policy
discipline manger is holding all authority of their candidates) but in my case they ignore my
manager command. So finally my manager decided he would like to give me his proposed hike
balance (5-10%) percentage as an over time (OT). Now after adding this OT percentage I can get
my proposed salary by my manager. So every month I need to be adjusting my time sheet and
some other activity until to reach my proposed hike by my manager along with his approval.
Please let me know to getting this balance percentage hike like this way is it HALAL or HARAM.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Johnsaida
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I find no reason for this increase to be not Halal as long as you put this small number of extra
hours in your work. You may have already been putting more hours to your work than the legal
working hours. I don’t suggest to forfeit the work sheet by adding hours that you do not work.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------Question 4: working in a Bank
From: Guest 2
I need your guidance on the following matters:
1. Is it ok to work in a bank (non-Islamic), the salary one is earning from working there is halal
or not?
2. If one's only source of income is that salary, the Zakah that we pay out that salary is Ok or
not?
3. If it is halal to invest in mutual Funds
4. Shares on stock markets....
is it ok to invest in shares with the aim of earning dividends and if it’s a long term investment.
Jazaka Allah
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Brother
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
1. Working in a conventional bank is permissible provided you do not contribute to writing or

signing an interest contract. of course this is not the best job in the word, Shari’ah-wise.
Working in an Islamic bank is much better but that does not mean that the work and salary are
Haram.
2. Zakah is still payable on savings one make out of one’s salary, even from a conventional bank
with the above condition. Of course with other conditions of Zakah. What is not subject to
Zakah is Haram income because all of it must be returned to payer and if not advisable then
given to charity on the ground that it is not owned by its recipient, i.e., it is not yours and
according to Zakah on it.
3. It is permissible to invest in mutual funds that invest in permissible shares, not those which
invest in bonds and prohibited shares such as conventional banks shares.
4. It is also permissible to invest in Shares on stock markets provided 1) the main line of
business is permissible, 2) the company’s haram deals make a small tolerable percentage of its
total deals, 3) its Haram income makes a small tolerable % of its income and 4) you apply the
purification principle by calculating the % of Haram income (dividends and capital. gains) and
give it to charity because Haram income is not tolerated by all means.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------Question 5: fixes amount every month like a profit
As-salamu Alaykum Warahmathullah,
Dear Sheikh, my question is regarding interest (Riba). The situation is like I have invested some
money in a business where I am getting a fixed amount every month as the profit. But in the
contract, it is agreed that if I withdraw my share, I will be getting the principal amount after the
depreciation of machinery etc. i.e. not the same amount that I invested. Is this monthly return
considered as Riba?
If this was Riba what is the best way to get rid of this as a repentance? Someone says that I can
give this money to somebody who are really struggling to pay interest due the loan that is taken
in a compulsory situation like repairing home etc.
Jazaka Allah Khairan.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br.
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Investment means you are exposed to profit and loss. Fixed return in an investment turns it into
a loan with Riba. but it seems to me that your contract may not be exactly as you mentioned
because of adding the depreciation of machines.
The following arrangement is permissible: you buy machines for a business, own the machines,
rent them for a fixed monthly payment, when you withdraw sell the machines to the same
business or to another one. Bearing the depreciation seems similar to the above. And your
contract should be adjusted to this to make it Shari’ah compliant and Halal if is not already
exactly like this.
Any earned interest should be given to Muslim charity to deed hungry stomachs. Should not be

given to pay interest because one who enters an interest based contract should face its music
himself not be given interest earned by others. There is hardly any acceptable necessity for
getting a loan for home repair except in extremely rare cases which practically do not exist
except in natural catastrophes.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------Question 6: high market prices
From: Valentino
I saw this cool show called hazrat Umar/Omar series and in the show he said that it is illegal
(haram) to sell items with the price too high. is that true? like what the malls are doing making
things expensive are they going against the fairness of Allah and is it haram? Like does the price
must not be too expensive?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Valentino
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The price must not be high relative to the market. high/low pricing is in Shari’ah considered in
relation to other sellers in the market not to cost on producing/acquiring the item. Our Islamic
economic system is based on the market and does not accept charging high prices relative to
the prevailing market price. Excessive raise in any price relative to market price is called Ghana
and it is Haram and may entail voiding the sale in a court.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------Question 7: Foreclosure with Fixed Mortgage
From: Adil
Please advise if under the following scenario mortgage would be considered halal? Purchasing a
foreclosure house directly from the bank (no 3rd Party involved) and then signing a mortgage
with 10 years fixed interest rate and paying off the house within those 10 years (no fluctuation
in interest rates). My understanding is interest is haram due to two primary reasons, taking
money from a 3rd party and interest rates fluctuating with time. In the above scenario, both
issues are being addressed.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Adil
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Let me begin with your understanding. Interest is prohibited because it is an increment of a

debt and the debt in plain reality (think carefully of it) is not able to increase or decrease
because it does not generate increment by its nature (compare it with owning a cow!).
fluctuation of the rate and three parties are COMPLETELY irrelevant. In fact most people think
interest is prohibited because it is fixed (which is wrong too), from where did you get that
variation is what makes it Haram? Also Riba exercised at the time of the Prophet, pbuh, was
almost only between two person (a debt is due and extended for increment).
Let us come to foreclosure: 1) In foreclosure you buy from the owner not the bank. foreclosure
is a sale forced by the bank on an owner. 2) in foreclosure you buy for a cash price, i.e., you
create a debt then you add interest for the period of this debt/loan. Did I answer you?
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------Question 8: Should I quit my job?
From: Lindsay
I am a very new Muslim and taking things very slow and steady. The biggest problem I have is
my job; I work with dogs. Sometimes 20-30 at one time and it's very dirty. I am happy there
because I really love these animals, but I am really worried that being in such an environment
(especially in up-coming Ramadan) is going to be very bad for me. Should I stick with it and
clean myself very well before prayer? Or should I just stay away from this job all together? I am
so confused.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Lindsay
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
There is nothing Haram in caring of dogs or other animals (although I don’t accept caring for
pigs because their only use is for meat which is prohibited). You may stay in your job in
Ramadan and outside it and clean for each prayer. But I like to add: you said it is very dirty. If it
is so why don’t try to have another job that is not so, such as working in a perfume shop? It is
clean and with good smell.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------Question 9: Zakah on bank balance and Gold
From: Issa
As-salamu Alaykum I saw the database and found that the Zakah on gold is 2.5% on the
amount after the Nisab which is 85 grams. But I am not sure about how much I should pay on
my bank balance. In one place I read that the money has to be in your account for one full lunar
year to be eligible for Zakah, I don't have that much money that stays in my account for one
year. So how should I calculate my Zakah. My balance right now is about 10,000 CAD monthly
income 1800 CAD Jazakallah Khair

My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Issa
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Zakah on money is at the same rate like gold and silver 2.5% every lunar year. The first year
begins on the day you acquired Nisab for the first time. Nisab is about US$ 1500. (I understand
you mean by CAD Canadian Dollar, it is almost about same price)the rule applies as follows:
once you have 1500 total of cash, shares and stocks, bank accounts balance. This is your first
day of the lunar year. After 354 days if you have a total of at least 1500 you are required to
calculate Zakah and distribute it to deserving poor and needy directly or through a Muslim
reliable charity. Whether this total goes below 1500 during the year or not it does not matter.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------Question 10: RDSP (Registered Disability Savings Plan)
From: Amir I am a father of special children. I wanted to inquire if it is permitted halal to invest
in RDSP In this plan you can invest maximum of 1250 $ per year. The government matches your
deposit and adds another 1250 $ The problem is there is also a 0.05% interest per year. i.e 1.25
$ for 2500 $. My question is if I remove this small amount from my account will the remaining
amount be halal for me or the complete investment is haram. Kindly guide.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Amir
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh

I think Shari’ah does not want you to give up the government matching contribution. You may
take this program and benefit from the matching funds. Any generated interest you should give
it to Muslim charity for distribution to poor and needy.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------Question 11: Cleaning myself from Reba
From: Hazra
I was lost for about 26 years and I did not pray, fast and pay Zakah. Last year I repented. I am
lost on how I can clean myself from Riba. I have two investment properties (both with
mortgage) , 1 principle resident (with mortgage), RRSP, 2 visas with some owing, a large

amount of owing on line of credit and gold in bank. Do I need to pay Zakah since the day I
accumulate all the Riba or pay it starting the day I repent. I need you to recommend me God
fearing person to help with accounting.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Hazra
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I cannot recommend any person.
Due Zakah does not die out with the passage of time. In your situation now, try to liquidate gold
and other properties that can be liquidated to pay loans and credit cards (which usually have
very high interest rates). Investment properties are subject to Zakah on the net worth, resident
you live in is not subject to Zakah. Meanwhile pay as much as you can to the poor and needy
especially among your kin and relatives and always make your intention that it is for past and
current due Zakah.
May Allah help you untangle out of interest and go straight on the right path.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------Question 12: actuarial studies
From: shamina
Is working as actuary halal?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Shamina
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
No it is not especially if you take your career in an Islamic insurance.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------Question 13: buying a house through Ijara. Canada
From: NABIL
Recently, we found Ijara. Canada, a company that purchase houses through Islamic way!!!!! I
discuss with them, and I still not sure if it's haram to deal with this bank to buy a new house for
my family, please ; could you tell me if that is halal contract or not before I buy the house and
sign the contract. Jazakum Allah Khayran, we jaalahou fi mizan hassanatikum.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala

Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Nabil
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I cannot advise you unless you tell me exactly the conditions of this proposed contract. send
exact condition and I can give you my opinion.
I can mention though the following two points:
1. There used to be in Canada and US a company that called itself Ijara loan. its model was
fake and fully interest based: buy a house with a bank loan and the company charge you an
amount to create a trust for you and transfer the house and its loan to the trust, the trust rents
you the house on Ijara and pay the interest to the bank. it is wrong because the trust is in fact
you? nothing changed by what was done other that the few thousand dollars it takes as a fee
for bluffing you.
2. True Ijara is permissible: the bank buys the property (with or without you also buying a
share of it like 20%) it rents you its share in the property and you promise to buy a small portion
of the property with your rental payment. the rent declines with these purchased until you
become fully owning the house. This is perfectly permissible.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------Question 14: Inheritance
From: Griselda
I have 2 daughters ages 17 and 15 and a 22 year old son and a 14 They are not good kids last
time they hit me they call me names they destroy my home I complaint to their father but it he
does not think this is very serious .... He blames me he says I should not tell them anything... I
been very depressed ....we have a house and I want to call my lawyer and have my will and I am
thinking I don't want to give them any thing from my share ..... My question is can I do that
without getting punished by God
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Griselda
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I feel sorry for you and the dilemma you live in. May Allah give your children the wisdom to
respect, cherish and honor you.
You cannot make any will in violation of the text of the Qur’an (4: 10 and 11). Alternatively. If
you live in any Western country you can give your house now and transfer its ownership to a
Muslim charity with the condition that you keep using it until death. This is permissible in
Shari’ah because as long as one is alive one can do whatever one likes with his property.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session May 5, 2015
Question 1: performing Umrah from real estate commission
From: Reshma
As-salam-Alaykum-wa Rahmatullah wa Barakatuh
Dear brother,
I have a question to ask you regarding performing UMRAH. My husband works for a private
company and he also does real-estate business (helps seller in selling his land to a buyer). From
this real-estate business, he gets some commission amount (brokerage money). Can UMRAH
be performed with this money? From the salary what he earns, it is not possible to perform
Umrah but from the commission/brokerage amount Umrah can be performed. Also from this
brokerage amount he gives 2.5% of the total amount to a needy person in the name of Allah.
Please let me know, ""IF UMRAH CAN BE PERFORMED FROM THE BROKERAGE/COMMISSION
AMOUNT""?
I will be grateful if you could kindly reply and help me with the answer.
Allah Hafiz,
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Reshma
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
As long as what he does is Halal (permissible), his Salary is also Halal. It is Halal to do this real
estate side job that you mentioned and his commission from is is also permissible. Then Umrah
can be performed using this money from real estate brokerage commission as well as from
salary of any Halal job.
What he give (the 2.5% of the commission) is Sadaqah and It is InShaAllah rewarded by Allah. If
he intend to give it as Zakah (Zakah is due on the saved amount on income and calculated on
yearly basis) he must make the intention (which needs not be told to the poor) that he is giving
partial Zakah in advance and at the end of the year he should calculate the due Zakah and
distribute the balance. Of course the recipient must also be a really deserving poor or needy.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------Question 2: Giving Zakah for building a hospital for the poor
From: Shakeel
Assalam Alaykum,
Is it permissible to give Zakah for building a hospital which will give free treatment for the poor
and needy?
Jazaka Allah Khair
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala

Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Shakeel
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If the hospital is specialized in treating the poor at free or subsidized cost or if it treat poor and
rich but for the rich it take regular fare, it is permissible to give Zakah for its building, of course
the building will not be in the name of any private person (rather it should be owned either by
government, NGO or a Zakah organization).
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------Question 3: One ceremony for marriage
From: Shakeel
Is it permissible for the families of the bride and the groom to hold just one ceremony for nikah
and valima and share the expenses?
Jazaka Allah Khair
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Shakeel
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
For the ceremonies of Nikah and its Velima, it is permissible to make them anyway the two
persons and their families agree as long as they do not do anything not permissible during them
such as mixing men and women without appropriate clothing for all or serving alcohol, etc. it is
also permissible to cancel the ceremony and make a small private meeting with only two
witnesses. The velima is Sunnah but it is not Haram to cancel it too.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------Question 4: is Comic Figurinne is halal or haram?
From: Farid
Is comic figurine like this one:https://no.coolshop.com/produkt/nintendo-amiibo-figurine-luigisuper-mario-bros-collection/AD9Z2H# Haram or halal to buy and collect? Jazakum Allah Khair
for the answer.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Farid
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
I don’t know what do you mean? Are these cartoon movies for children? If they are then they
are permissible in principle. However one should be careful in selecting appropriate movies for

kids because some of such movies carry habits and cultural values that are not appropriate for
raising good mannered children although there are many very good children movies produced
by people from non-Islamic cultures.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------Question 5: Difference between Zakah and Alms giving
From: Liva
Salam Alaykum, I would like to know as much details about Islam. I would like to know what is
the biggest difference between Zakah and the alms giving (the tenth part) in Christianity? As
well I would like to know the correct order, manner and where I can give my Zakah? I read
about it so much in internet, but the picture did not get any clearer. I would really appreciate
your answer. Baraka Allah Feek. Liva
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Liva
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The matter is simple: Zakah is a financial pillar of Islam. It is a right of the poor in the wealth of
the rich (Alms is not really obligatory) it is to be given to the poor and needy (not to any
religious hierarchy). Its rate is determined by the Prophet Muhammad, pbuh, as revealed to
Him from God. Except for livestock and agricultural product, it id at 2.5% of the balance of
wealth and savings at the end of every year. (we use Lunar year for it as done by the Prophet,
pbuh). Also the Prophet, pbuh, determined items that are exempt from Zakah payment such as
the residence, cloth, furniture, books used for study/learning etc. every Muslim. Male, female,
major or minor (for the latter by guardian) is required to pay it if he is rich enough (this is
defined by having an amount called Nisab and this amount stays with the owner for one year,
this amount of Nisab is determined by the Prophet, pbuh, as 20 dinar of gold or 200 dirham of
silver which were the currencies at his time, according to my estimate this is now about US$
1500). For some more details on calculation please consult my website, www.kahf.net the
publication called: Calculation of Zakah for Muslims in North America. Finally Zakah is a yearly
duty, must be repeated at the end of every lunar year, the first such year begins on the day you
acquire Nisab for the first time.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------Question 6: Zakah on residential land
From: Umm Suleiman
I have a question about Zakah on a residential land owned by me and my husband. My husband
and I do not own any other house of our own or land. As such we collected money and we
could afford to buy this residential plot which is in a still underdeveloped suburbs of our city.

Our intention for this investment is that we will build a house on this particular plot or maybe
sell it later on for a better price and when we can afford, buy a plot or house which is in an area
more suitable for living.
We bought this plot of land in 2011 and paid back loan we were given by a helpful uncle by
2013 .Could you please advise us, if we should pay Zakah on this land even if we plan to sell it in
future to buy another residential plot or a house itself? If Zakah is incumbent on it , then
should we give Zakah from 2014 which is after we paid back the loans or from 2012 (i.e 1 year
since ownership) ?May Allah guide us in the straight path! Jazaka Allah Khairan! Sincerely,
Umm Suleiman
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Umm Suleiman
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Buying a land for residence is a first step to obtain a residence as such this land should not be
subject to Zakah. If this intention is the main one.
On the other hand, buying a land (i.e. any property real or personal) for the purpose of selling it
later in order to accumulate wealth for buying residence or anything else; this action puts you
in the category of a trader who buy with the expectation of sale at a higher price. In this case
you are subject to Zakah, even though your intention is to accumulate sufficient amount to buy
a residence (which is obviously exempt from Zakah). Traders are required to pay Zakah on their
trading net worth, i.e., market value at the end of the year minus any debts on the trading
inventory/assets.
It is you who decide: if you think that the intention of building a house is dominant, there is no
Zakah, but if you think that the intention of buying to sell at a higher price, then it is subject to
Zakah from one lunar year after the buy on the net worth only (= assets - liabilities).
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------Question 7: Borrowing haram money
From: Ahmed
InShaAllah, in the near future, I will be getting married and me and my spouse will be living
together. Currently, I'm living with my family and we're self-employed. I don't get any salary
since it’s for the whole family. Since I don't have any income whatsoever, Will it be permissible
for me to borrow haram money from my family that was gained from the lottery or income that
was gained from selling prohibited items such as alcohol, pork, cigarettes, lottery, etc. in order
to find a halal job? I'll try my best to pay them back once I get everything situated Insha'Allah
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ahmed
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh

If you are sure that all the family’s money is Haram and a matter of survival for you it is
permissible to borrow it, also if not all of it is really exactly Haram and it is not a matter of
survival it is also permissible. Lastly. Please notice that a price of Haram items such as alcohol,
tobacco or port is not earned and not owned by the seller and should be given to charity. The
Prophet, pbuh, warned that any flesh raised on Haram earning is destined for the Hell Fire.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------Question 8: Parents insisted on having a doctor career for me
From: Aminah
Previously I had wanted to become a doctor and went into a university degree based on that
goal. Now I have changed my mind and am planning to try for another career (engineering).
However, my parents keep pushing me to try to be a doctor and they say that I have to listen to
them because they are my parents. They don't listen to me when I try to reason with them. Do
parents have the power to decide their children's career?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Aminah
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
No adult, including parents, has a right to decide for another adult his/her career. Yet
reconciling with parent and their obedience is very important as much as you can.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------Question 9: Interest payments can be claimed in taxes...
From: Aqsa
Salam, The interest we pay on our student loans is tax-deductible, we can get some of that
money back from the government or use it towards lowering our income tax. In regards of that
can someone pay this interest on their student loan (knowing some of it will be returned). More
info at: http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/tx/ndvdls/tpcs/ncm-tx/rtrn/cmpltng/ddctns/lns300-350/319eng.html
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br.
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
In my opinion interest-based student loans are Haram except in case of necessity (such as a
person who started his study on definite non-interest arrangement and during the study
circumstances changed and the his/her program changed and become in need of the loan to

complete).
But claiming any interest paid on the tax return reduces the amount of taxes and this has
nothing to do with the Haram/Halal matters.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------Question 10: calculation of Zakah on Savings
From: ZABI
My question is with respect to how much Zakah is needed to be paid every year based on 2.5%
of total savings. My savings for end of 2012, 2013, & 2014 were as follows $50000, $65000,
80000. Was I supposed to pay $1250, 1625, & $2000 respectively OR $1250, $375, $375.
Looking forward for your reply, Thanks
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. ZABI
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Taking you assumptions and adding that there are no other assets subject to Zakah and that the
years you are talking about are lunar (354 days) not solar, the Zakah due on the balances
50000, 65000 and 80000 is 1250, 1625, & $2000 respectively. Zakah is on the amount of wealth
one owns not on the increment only. Of course if you use solar years you should adjust the rate
to make it 2.5778 (=2.5%+2.5X11/100X354).
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------Question 11: Giving Zakah to real brother who is under debt
From: Qamar
As-salamu Alaykum, I have few quick questions about Zakah, Can I give my Zakah to my real
brother who is in debt? If yes then do I need to tell him that this amount is Zakah? When a
person is eligible to receive Zakah? Can I give whole of my Zakah to brother or only a portion?
Do I have to pay Zakah on RRSP?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Qamar
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
You can give your Zakah to your adult brother if he is in need, I personally do not like it because
Zakah is a cleaner of your wealth and you may be liable to support your adult brother if he is in
need according to some scholars. Also in our time, there are much more need of people literally
dying out of hunger, this is more eligible than paying debts!

You may give all or part of the due Zakah to one deserving person.
A person is eligible to Zakah if his normal expense are more than normal income or has extra
necessary expenses such as medical care that makes him in the red.
You do not need to tell recipient that it is Zakah.
Zakah is due on the RRSP balances every lunar year.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------Question 12: Giving Zakah without telling recipient
From: Muhammad
Is it allowed to give Zakah without telling recipient?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Muhammad
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
You do not need to tell recipient that it is Zakah.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session May 12, 2015
Question 1: Playing poker online
From: Faldi
Assalamualaikum. My friends always sent me a request to play the game Texas Poker in
Facebook. I know that playing poker is haram. But what is the Islamic ruling of playing online
poker or poker game? Sorry for my bad English, because I still studying English.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Fadli,
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Any game that involves payment of money on the basis of chance is not permissible in Shari’ah.
poker like any others may or may not involve losing/gaining money. If it does not involve that
and used for mere entertainment at times that do not take over any prayer, work, study or
doing any useful service, is not then Haram.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam

Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------Question 2: Bank transfers money to seller of car directly
From: Leila
Assalam Alaykum sheikh am a Muslim lady working in a commercial bank that lends loans as
well as asset finance I wanted them to buy for me a vehicle and they accepted to transfer the
money to the vehicle seller meaning am not receiving the money directly from them however
when am repaying the money they will charge me an interest at the rate of 5 % kindly clarify for
me if it's haram to take such a loan?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Leila,
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Interest-based loan are not permissible in Shari’ah. the Prohibition is clear and obvious in the
Qur’an and Sunnah. A loan does not create additional value and cannot earn any increment.
Payment directly to car seller is a practice of all interest-based banks not only your bank, this is
a payment on your behalf after the loan is decided to be given to you. It does not affect the fact
that it is an interest-based loan. what makes a basic difference that the bank must buy the car
for cash and sell it to you on installments at a higher price, this is permissible and this is what
the Islamic bank in Kenya does.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------Question 3: Adding assets together in Zakah calculation
From: Haris
I have little amount of gold (4gm) and silver (10gm) and some cash. My cash is still so much that
it can buy the stipulated amount of silver as per ZAKAH. So my question is Do I need to calculate
Zakah by adding the amount of gold, silver and cash. My main concern is do I need to calculate
Zakah on Gold as well as it is not much with me. I am little confused about this.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Haris,
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
All such Zakatable items must be added together in determining the Nisab (criteria for
Zakatability). You add gold, silver, cash, bank accounts of all kinds, stocks and shares, debts that
you own on others, any investment property that you may have, etc. together if the total is
equal or more to the amount of Nisab (my estimation is still about US$ 1500), you should pay
Zakah.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin

Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------Question 4: Investing Illegal Money
From: Abubakar
Assalam Alaykum I am a public servant working in a government organization. In my office our
directors used to collect kickbacks and gifts from contractors and when they are sharing the
money they give some amount to us. Is it allowed in Islam for us to collect such money and if it
is haram what about collecting the haram money and invests it and then when it matures I
return the capital and keep the profit.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Abubakar,
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
It is of course Haram to collect this bribe, it is Haram to take it and to be silent about those who
collect it. they must be reported to appropriate authorities and be punished by law and by
Shari’ah.
Any funds generated by such bribes is also Haram. Their receipt is not permissible, their
investment is HARAM and any profit generated by them is also Haram. The Prophet, pbuh, told
us that any flesh raised on Haram deserves to be in the Hell Fire.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------Question 5: Can Zakah Be Calculated Now And Paid Later?
From: Iqbal
AS-Salam- Alaykum, dear scholar, I was wondering if we could calculate Zakah and pay it in the
later months when we have money, the reason is we are constructing a house and once we
lease a house can have the amount to pay? pls reply. Allah Hafiz.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Iqbal,
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
As a principle Zakah is due on the day 354 after Nisab is acquired. Delaying it simply for making
business is not permissible. Here the suggested delay is to complete an investment (in fact
business) property. I don’t see that point as normal. Of course, I know that while conducting
your own business, it happens sometimes that you may be short of liquidity because of lack on
sale or delay in collection of debts or many similar real reasons it is then permissible to delay
payment of Zakah to the poor and needy until one has adequate liquidity for that. But delaying
the right of the poor simply to make our business better is not part of that. If you fall under any
such necessity, it is then permissible to delay its payment without sin until cash is available but

if delaying payment is simply to keep money for investment (and it seems from the question
that this is the case. Of course you know your needs and situation better than me) is not
permissible.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------Question 6: Zakah to Non-Muslims
From: Faaiza
Can Zakah and Fitrah be discharged to poor non-Muslims?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Faaiza,
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
My answer is NO except in case of urgent emergency. Zakah and Fitrah are worships like
prayers and should be discharged the way we are informed by the law Giver.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------Question 7: Wife’s Zakah to husband
From: Humaira
Assalam Alaykum I have two questions
1. My mother has 8 vori (1 vori = 11.3 gram) gold and about 1 lakh taka. My father has home
loan and he needs to pay about 55 thousand taka every month for 14 years to the bank. So
should my mother pay Zakah for the money and the gold considering my father has to pay the
loan. If yes, then how much?
2. A lady has few lakhs money in the bank which she does not use but this money is used by her
brother for business purposes. Is Zakah applicable on her? JazakAllah Khair!
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Humaira,
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The debt that is on your father is against his future income, it is not going to be paid from his
present funds and accounts. let me assume that your father has a bank account, some stocks
and shares, a business the total of all of which on the day of Zakah is more than the amount of
Nisab, Zakah is due on him on all this balance as long as the debt is not going to be paid out of
these items. Debts on house are usually and always to be paid from future income not present
items.
Add to that the fact that your mother is, according to Shari’ah, financially independent from her

husband. She is required to pay Zakah on her own property while he may be considered poor.
For the lady who has money in the bank that she lets her brother to use sometimes, she is
definitely required to pay Zakah on the balance of total money and bank accounts and debts on
her brother.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------Question 8: Pirated Academic Books
From: Sid
halal and haram
I would like to know if we can use pirated academic books to study. What if the original are
either unavailable in nearby bookshops or they are expensive? Also I would like to know what is
the status of the degree obtained as a result of studying from such books? And what is its
impact on job and income?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Sid,
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Pirating books and other intellectual properties is not permissible. If you do not pirate but find
it on the internet or someone sends it to you, you may use it. degrees and future income are
not caused by the books but by your hard study and work so future income is not a part of
pirating.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------Question 9: Zakah while under home mortgage
From: Humaira
Assalam Alaykum. My mother has saved certain amount of gold and money which is of from my
father's money but has been with her from a long time. My father had taken home loan from
the bank, so he needs to pay 55000 taka every month to the bank for many years. So in such a
case, should my father pay Zakah? Should my mother pay Zakah for the gold jewelry and money
she possesses?
Also, if the gold jewelry is old, that is it is sold in the market now, the price would be less than
for what it was bought, so should the Zakah for the old jewelry be calculated according to the
current value of the jewelry in the market?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Humaira,

Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
First part is answered. For the additional question, Zakah is always calculated on the current
price on the day when it is due.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------Question 10: Interest on Fixed Deposit Account
From: AbdulHadiy
Assalam Alaykum, is it permissible to collect the interest on fixed deposit account in the bank?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. AbdulHadiy,
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
No, it is not permissible. This is exactly a pure Riba, you should deposit in Islamic banks and you
may then earn Halal profit. any such interest obtained must be given to Muslim charity for
distribution to poor and needy.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session May 19, 2015
Question 1: Insurance
From: Nijamuddin
I am from India. My name Nijamuddin.
My question is - Can Muslim people use LIC policy or any Insurance policy. ?? It is Allowable or
not.?
And also how to destroy interest money if someone have?? Thank you. Please reply.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Nijamuddin
1. Insurance, in general and all its kinds, is ruled by a majority of contemporary scholars as not
permissible because it contains a great deal of Gharar (unknowability of main obligations in an
exchange contract). A minority find it permissible because they see this unknowability as
contained by applying the actuarial science.
2. But both groups of scholars agree that when Islamic insurance (based on cooperation and
contribution to a cooperative fund) is not available any kind of insurance one needs may be

taken from conventional insurance companies.
3. I do not know what is exactly the KIC that you asked about and I cannot give an opinion on it
without knowing it. but if it is a kind of insurance and if the two conditions mentioned above
(lack of Islamic insurance and need for it) are satisfied, it should be permissible to take it.
4. Riba (interest) is prohibited in Shari’ah. any interest which comes in the hand of a Muslim
for any reason should be given to a Muslim poor (not destroyed because what is wrong in it is
the way it is earned not the corpus of the money obtained). Giving it to the poor keeps one’s
own money pure and not mingled with the Haram money at the same time, it is permissible to
the poor because of a combination of need and being given as charity. Remember, you will be
rewarded for the intention of keeping your own money pure because this giving cannot be
considered for the giver as a charity since a charity must be from a property one owns and
earned interest is not in reality owned according to Shari’ah.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------Question 2: paying a loan back
From: Matiullah
As-salamu Alaykum. One of my friend got loan from me few years ago. He is not in a position to
be able to pay me back. If I ask him to borrow some money for me from someone else for a
short time let's say a week (which he is able to do). At the end of the week I count that money
as my loan returned but give him some money from my Zakah and tell him that it is Zakah for
him and that he can pay the loan he has got from another person with this money. In this way, I
would get my loan back as well as pay my Zakah as well. Is this a permissible way to pay my
Zakah. Jazakumullah Khairan.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Matiullah
Whom are we cheating by this way? the rule of Zakah is that the payer must not benefit from
its payment other than reward from God. This is not a Shari’ah consistent way out but a
cheating of God. I believe it is not only invalid but also sinful although it looks as if you do not
get the loan back from the Zakah you paid.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------Question 3: Borrowing to renovate my old house
From: Anna
Dear Dr. Monzer Kahf...
Let me introduce myself, I am Anna, a single parent, mother of 3 kids...( they are 18, 12 and 5
years old - two daughters and one son), I live in Indonesia.

Firstly, I ask you to forgive me, because my English isn't good...and I do hope you would
understand what I want to share here, InShaAllah.
Since my divorce with my ex-husband 4 years ago, I do my best to afford all my kids’ needs,
from their school expenses, our life expenses and many more. I wrote books, but my income is
not worth the cost that must be spent.
My ex-husband helped me very less and only if he remember us... I never ask him, because he
has a new wife and they have 2 sons, that he should afford their life expenses as well.
Last December, I sold out my house, I really want to make a new step to improve my financial
issue.
I gave my ex-husband his share...and since that time he totally stop helping us.
Some part the sale of my home, I sent to Gaza, because they need it more... I helped my siblings
and relatives and fixing my parent's grave.
I am sorry I have to tell all this to you so you may see my real problem, didn't mean to show off
what I did.
I rent a house for 1 year, and with biggest hope, I can renovate my other house that very very
long we left off and it is not feasible to live. I am now working on to make all house legal
documents under my name, to apply to loan money from bank, to fix my house... Because my
part is very little, so it is impossible to renovating my house.
I start to do small business... selling snacks on the street.
But till now, nothing seems going to be good.... I lost much, I deceived by street thugs. My
snacks selling unsold...not much I got.
And my saving is empty now....
I am really worry with my kids future, if this condition keep like this....I really pray and ask Allah
to help me and send His miracle .
I don't want to ask help to my ex-husband, his life is miserable already, and he will blaming me
about this.
I would do anything for my kids as long as it's halal way...but seems all door is closed to me....
Dr. Monzer, what should I do?
I often crying when I do night prayer...may Allah listen....
I do hope you would find me a good solution...and may Allah rewards you with many blessings,
Ameen.
I looking forward for your kind reply....(Please if I may ask you, please keep my story
private...please)
JazakAllah Khairan Katsira. As-salamu'alaykum.
Best Regards,
Anna
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Sr. Anna,
Your situation seems very impressive and you are intelligent and good-hearted person. It is
difficult to suggest any try of a solution from distance. How about trying one of the small
Islamic banks in an area near you and going for a small business or employment in a decent job.
please contact any micro finance institution in the area, most of them in your country operate

according to Shari’ah requirements.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------Question 4: Loan to buy a house
Assalam Alaykum,
My query is related to taking loan, as I am living on rent & not having enough money to own a
house or leave on heavy deposit with less rent, so facing some financial issue, so could u please
assist that as per Islam in any conditions we r allowed 2 take loan & as I am from India all banks
are dealing with interest & I had also confirmed with imam of our masjid he had told me loan is
not allowed in any condition, so kindly solve my query from the light of holy Quran & Sahih
hadiths.
Regards
Adnan Ansari .
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Adnan,
I agree with what the Imam said; loans with interest are Haram. I suggest that you should try
family and friends, or create an association with some friends to help each other with loans.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
****************************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session June 4, 2015
Question 1: giving Zakah without telling the recipient
From: Sahara
I wanted to ask that in Islam, is it more good deeds if you make Zakah for someone without
them knowing or making Zakah for yourself? Also how should it be done? Private or public?
Assalam Alaykum
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Sr. Sahara
Zakah is a person obligation on any person who has income or wealth more than his/her
personal and family needs with a margin exempt if the excess amount is below what is called
Nisab (approximately equivalent to US$ 1500). Person means that each person who satisfies

this condition must pay it to be a Muslim in the sense of the word. One person may pay it on
behalf of another, such as a husband paying the Zakah on behalf of his wife. When this is done
the other party must know that and authorize, implicitly or explicitly this payment. this is
because it is one of the worships that are required of every Muslim similar to prayers.
Paying it without publicity is better unless one knows that publicizing it encourages other
people to give their own Zakah, i.e., when publicity becomes like a reminder to others. The
Prophet, pbuh, said for general charity that it is better to be without publicity and the same rule
applies to Zakah too because it is a charily although obligatory.
The recipient needs not be informed that it is Zakah especially when it is paid to people who are
really poor but they do not look so to an extent that superficial persons may think of them as
rich as described in the Qur’an.
Of course one cannot pay Zakah to himself or any one whose expenses are the responsibility of
the Zakah payer. For instance while a wife may pay her Zakah to her husband if he is really poor
but he cannot pay his Zakah to his wife or parents or grandparents because he is responsible for
their expenses if they are poor. Lastly you should remember that Zakah is a yearly obligation
that is due every lunar year where the firs start on the day one acquires the amount of Nisab.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------Question 2: Zakah on rental income property
From: Vali
I have rental income property. Do I have to pay Zakah on rental income or value of the property
by which I bought?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Vali,
I know there are some classical Ulama, who do not know the full reality of modern life and
economies, claiming that rental property is not subject to Zakah but I believe that is incorrect
and in violation of the term properties that is mentioned in the Qur’an [9:103]. My view is that
the market value of the rental or investment property on the day when Zakah is due is subject
to Zakah which you may pay from its rent or any other source. This must be repeated every
year.
The rental income is treated like any other income one receives during the year: anything spent
for maintenance of person, family and properties is gone and only the saved amount is subject
to Zakah provided it is above the exempt threshold (Nisab) which is approximately US$ 1500.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------Question 3: inheritance of property

From: Sameera
As-salam Alaykum scholars, we live in Sweden and we have two daughters. We have property
in India which was bought by my husband with his earnings. Neither property came from his
father nor his brothers helped him. Some property is on my name and some on my husband’s.
So my question is does all the property belongs to my daughters or somebody will get share of
something happens to us. Is it possible to make a will so that all property goes to my
daughter's...if yes how to make will...can I write all property on my daughters? names as gift to
them as I know no one helps them financially if they need. My husband have two brothers and
one sister and they all have sons no daughters and I have one sister having one daughter and
one brother..plz help me. ..eagerly waiting for u r reply...jazakAllah..
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Sr. Sameera,
The Inheritance law as mentioned in the Qur’an, especially in Surah 4, is mandatory and
violating it is a big sin regardless of where is the property, where one lives and whether siblings
are good or bad to you.
On the other hand, any person who owns property can do whatever one likes with one
property as long as one is alive and fully capacitated. If you believe that your daughters may be
left to suffer should you both die you may give them any property as gifts which means you
have to transfer the legal ownership to them.
There is an alternative which you may consider but it does not work under the laws of Sweden:
you may give properties in India as Waqf with the condition that its revenues/benefits be given
to you and your husband for life and then to your daughters for their life and after they expire
the revenue/benefit goes to a charity that you specify in the document. India has a law about
Waqf while endowments in Western laws are limited.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------Question 4: Are credit cards Haram?
From: Lydia
salamou Alaykum I am confronted to a big issue that is credit cards, on one way we are told it is
haram because of interests, on the other way you understand that it is very important to
possess one here in Canada because nearly everything is paid with it and sometimes only with it
(like TV purchases), actually I\'m trying to use it and pay the due amounts in time is it allowed .
if sometimes I got some annual interests to pay I always assess them and give the same amount
to the poor is it ok
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh

Dear Lydia,
Please notice the following carefully. Credit cards in Western countries all have interest clause
that if you do not pay in full within the grace period you are charged interest. They also charge
interest on cash from the day of its withdrawal from the machine. This is definitely Haram to
issue. Accordingly some Islamic banks issue credit cards without such a clause and they require
payment within the grace period otherwise they cancel the card. I personally have one like that
from A Qatari Bank in Doha Qatar. They only give it if you have accounts with them.
What does that mean? If ones allows one’s use of the card to generate payable interest it is also
Haram to use and take it. But if you pledge to yourself that you pay in full on time every month
and do not withdraw cash from it (of course you can withdraw from the ATM card with very
often gives you all the advantages of credit cards except delayed payment) it is permissible to
sign the contract of credit cards and use it. the reason is: with this commitment the condition of
interest becomes redundant. You will not invoke any interest in your use of the credit card.
If one cannot make this pledge to oneself, it is Haram to sign its contract and have it and use it.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------Question 5: Halal food
From: Mohammad
Assalamualaikum, I have recently noticed that a lot of Muslim brothers and sisters eat chicken
or beef from McDonalds and other fast food restaurants. Can you tell me if this is permissible
through Hadith and Quran Ayahs. Jazakallah.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Mohammad,
The issue of meat has two opinions since more than a thousand year. The Qur’an the
requirement to mention the name of Allah when slaughtering and also mention that meat
slaughtered by Jews and Christians is permissible to eat and of course we have no authority to
impose on them such a condition. Scholars in combining these two Qur’anic statements have
the two views as follows: 1) mentioning the name of Allah is preferred but missing it even by a
Muslim does not make the meat Haram, and 2) Jews and Christian should also mention the
name of Allah if we are going to eat the meat they produce.
Let us leave it free for people to choose because both views have strong support from the texts.
I personally follow the Shafi’i view in this regard and eat the meat slaughtered in America and
Canada.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------Question 6: Zakah for uncle suffering from Cancer

From: maha
My uncle (80 years) is suffering from cancer. He gets pension of rs 18000 per month but have a
divorced daughter depending upon him and a poor son with 4 kids now he took loan from
relatives for throat operation that is in lacs but for radio therapy and medicines he does not
have money can I give him Zakah for his treatment. please reply me immediately as it is urgent
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Sr. Maha,
If I were in your place I would give my uncle help to his medicine not from Zakah but from my
own resources. Majority of Scholars including Hanafi and Shafi’i see you responsible for his
living expenses. I know there are some views that allow giving him from Zakah. But Notice
Zakah is described by the Prophet, pbuh, as the cleanser of people’s dirt, do you like your uncle
to live on that? One other thing you may do is to relieve him from the burden of his divorced
daughter or poor son, to them, being farther to you, you may pay your Zakah.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------Question 7: Zakah calculation
From: Zahra
60gr of gold worth 300mt grass. It has 150gr silver worth 100mt grass. 5000mts have cash. He
gave lent to his brother 1000mt It has 1 debt 2500MT. Have stock merchandise worth 9000mt.
As he would have q pay Zakah if the Nisab of Zakah is 14000mt?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Sr. Zahra,
I did not understand your question because I do not know what is the mt that you repeated in
the question. Anyway, you either explain in terms understood to people from outside your
currency or apply the principles that I mention here: 1) items subject to Zakah must be added
together, i.e., gold, silver, cash, stocks, debts on others, inventory, saving accounts, etc. should
be added together. if the total exceed the amount of Nisab then Zakah must be calculated and
paid, 2) debts on persons who are able to pay them back are also subject to Zakah, and 3) debts
on the payer are deductible provided they are going to physically be paid out of existing assets
not from future revenues/incomes.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------

Question 8: Buying Home through IJARA CANADA
From: Mohammed
The following is the information I have received from IJARA CANADA a company which is
providing Shari’ah compliant house financing. The Ijara system works very simple. Ijara Canada
creates a trust and the trust becomes the owner of the property. Subsequently there will be a
lease-to-own agreement between you and the trust. Each month you will pay rent and part of
the rent goes to ownership until the customer owns it for 100%. But in Ijara, suppose you want
to buy a property, you walk to Ijara and fill the application. We will create a trust and the trust
will purchase the property (funds from the investor) and each month you will pay rent to the
trust. A portion of that rent will go towards your ownership until you have 100% equity. Rent
on money is Riba (haram) but rent on property is rent, which is halal. A trust is an independent
entity; there is no ownership over the trust. So there are 3 elements in a trust there is : The
Grantor, the Trustee and the Beneficiary. The Grantor is the person that grants something to
the trust and in this case it will be you since you are granting the trust permission to purchase
the property. The Trustee is the person that oversees the daily activities of the trust/ or the
Manager of the trust. This will be Ijara since we will handle the payment processing of the rent
and you will also be a co-trustee. So if something happens where Ijara is not able to maintain its
role as the trustee, the trust can still function since you as co-trustee and take over the role of
manager of the trust. Then there is the Beneficiary, which is the person who gets benefits from
the trust (gets benefits from the usage of the property). And in this case it will initially be you
but you can also add on your husband/wife or children and you can also decide what
percentage they can have over the property. The role of the bank is basically the investor in the
trust, it is not a main element of the trust thought. In the whole Ijara process though you don’t
have any direct interaction with the bank, your direct contract will be between you and the
trust. The rent to own contract is the contract agreement of you and the trust that stating at
the end of the term, you will be able to gain the property 100%. The lease contract is rent
agreement. Our transaction adds the following documents to a traditional mortgage process:
Intervivos Revocable Trust, Lease , Promise to Purchase , Deed to Trust You will have to sign the
normal mortgage documents with the bank as they represents the security for the lender, and
because it is required by the Law to disclose everything to you. However signing these
documents does not make it non-Shari’ah compliant , it is the structure of the transaction in
general is what makes it Shari’ah-compliant and which differentiate it from a normal mortgage,
and as indicated below, Our transaction adds the following documents to a traditional
mortgage process: ? Intervivos Revocable Trust ? Lease ? Promise to Purchase ? Deed to Trust
This change you from renting money (Riba) to renting a house which is Shari’ah-compliant.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Mohammed,
PLEASE DO NOT BE CHEATED/ this is exactly the old cheating of this company. They did not
mention to you that the property which is in the name of the trust is financed by the bank on
interest and that according to Shari’ah the TRUST REPRESENTS YOU, IT IS NOT INDEPENDENT
FROM YOU. You are the founder and grantor. IF THE TRUST PAYS INTEREST, THEN IT IS YOU
WHO IS PAYING IT. THIS FORMULA YOU DESCRIBED IS PURE INTEREST BUT THEY ADD TO IT

THAT THEY TAKE MONEY FROM YOU TO DO THIS OBVIOUS TRICK.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------Question 9: Currency Exchange in FOREX
From: Ahmed
Salam Alaykum, I want to inquire regarding the foreign currency exchange in the internet
through FOREX. Is it Halal or Haram? Appreciate your reply, thanks in advance. Salam Alaykum,
Ahmed
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Ahmed,
Forex and similar internet platforms for currency trading are in full violation of the requirement
of ?hand to hand? that is mentioned in the Hadith. Internet currency trading is made in pairs
(asset/liability) while your money is considered a security. This is in addition to the margin
which is another violation of the same requirement. Besides, the lack of objective of taking
possession in the internet currency transaction makes it purely speculative and the OIC Fiqh
Academy ruled that it is Haram.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------Question 10: Zakah for Nepal Earthquake victims
From: Ahmad
I have recently given my Zakah for Nepal earthquake fund. But someone told me that Zakah
cannot be given to non-Muslims or for their use under these emergency situations. Can you
please clarify. Appreciate earliest guidance please. Thanks.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Ahmad,
As a principle I agree with what you are told. Zakah should be distributed to Muslim but if
there are no Muslim needs you give to others. On the other hand in case of huge disasters like
the Nepal’s and urgent needs of saving lives it is permissible to give Zakah regardless of religion.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf

--------------------------------------------------------Question 11: Investment in treasury bills
From: Guest 1
From: Guest 1
Assalam Alaykum Wa Rahmatullah wa Barakatuh! I wish to know if investing in treasury bills is
permissible in Islam? If no, what other investment options are available to Muslims? Thank you
in anticipation.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Guest
Treasury bills are interest-based debts on the ministry of finance. they are Haram to issue and
buy and any interest generated by a person who unknowingly invested in them should be given
to charity.
Shares are permissible provided the company’s line of business is permissible and the company
does not indulge in many non-permissible activities. And real estate and all other businesses.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------Question 12: can I accept donation to help paying for medical treatment?
From: Guest 2
My daughter is undergoing medical treatment in another country. The treatment is costly. Can I
accept donation in terms of money to pay for the treatment from a non-Muslim family who
runs a winery.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Guest
The money itself is not intoxicant, is it? if there is need you may accept donation from anyone
who gives it as long as you do not know that the money he is giving you itself is stolen from its
owner.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------Question 13: best prayer for financial problems?
From: Guest 3
what is the best prayer for the financial problem and solution?
My Answer:

Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Guest
Good deed, good heart and the Master of Istighfar the Prophet taught us, check it?
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------Question 14: Can U take commission on hotel reservation I make to others?
From: Guest 4
salamalaikum,
I have a doubt. I am from India, and I have some friends in other countries and they ask me
check out for doctors to treat their sick relatives. so I collect the reports from them, make
consultation with doctor, arrange hotels and tour arrangements for them. these people are
totally unknown to me and I spend my money and time to make the arrangements for their visit
and I don’t charge them anything. my question is , can I make agreement with the hotel,
hospital and taxi people for some commission like 10% of cost, if I refer people to them. will the
income be halal income for me.
is it necessary for me to inform the tourist that I will get commission for referring them. please
clear my doubt as I don’t want to do anything haram.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear
If you are not in the business of making referrals on commissions it means they take you as a
confidant. You cannot make a commission from behind their back. You have to inform them
that you do not work for free and inform them about the amount of commission you get from
each of these third parties.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------------------Question 15: Investment in money market
From: Guest 5
As Salam Alaykum wa Rahmatullah wabarakatuhu
I must confess, I really appreciate all your effort on this platform .May Almighty Allah reward
you abundantly.
My question is that is it allowed for a Muslim to invest in money market fund example like
Mutual fund that has profit in every unit bought by the investors. Or to participate in it as their
wealth representatives.

Thanks
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Guest
Money market in America is all based on interest.
There are many mutual funds that are not based on cash lending or bods and other bills that
generate interest. There are conditions for investing in shares of course and the same applies to
mutual funds that invest in shares. In America there are several Islamic mutual funds, please
check them out and make some research on this idea before you actually invest. Umar the
second Khalifa said that he who does not know our laws must not stand in our market. please
make some reading in the item of stocks and shares in the Fatawa of OnIslam.net and kahf.net.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------Question 16:
From: Mirza
Islamic state allowed to print pictures of Holy Place (Like Ka’bah) on their currency notes.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Mirza,
I don’t see any reason why not, a picture is a picture!
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------Question 17: the world economic crisis
From: Umar
Salamualaikum! Please I will like you to brief me on the solution to economic crisis of the world
from Islamic perspective. Thank.
Umar
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Umar,

Please you need to enroll in a Ph. D. program of Islamic economics.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------Question 18: punishment for refusing to give Zakah
From: Umar
salamualakum? It a pleasure for me to have the opportunity to communicate with you. I must
congratulate you for the good work you are doing on your website to enlighten people about
Islam. May Almighty Allah help you to fulfill the cause. My question is: Is there any punishment
according to Islamic Shari’ah for a person that refuses to give out Zakah.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Umar,
Shortly after the death of the Prophet, pbuh, the Khalifa Abu Bakr led the Islamic army in
fighting those who refused to pay their Zakah. Denial of its obligation is equivalent to going out
of the Islamic religion but refusal to pay it without denying its obligation is one of the greatest
sins in Shari’ah because it is a pillar of this religion which stands like prayers.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------Question 19: interest-based mortgage
From: ali
Assalam Alaykum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuhu,
Is it permissible for a Muslim to apply for mortgage where the financing institution (Bank) will
buy the house and the individual will pay the institution on installment with an interest on top
of the principle amount?
Ali B from Kenya
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Ali,
Islamic banks buy the property for cash and sells it for a higher price on installments. This is
permissible and called Murabahah. The difference between lending and this double sale is that
in double sale there is always a property that is exchanged. in lending there is no such
condition. A loan may be used to pay a previous loan. this does not add any value of new utility
to the economy. In sale there is always added value, wealth or utility. Loan with increment is
Haram and called Riba in the Qur’an while sale is always permissible as long as the item itself is

permissible.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------Question 20: wearing football jerseys
rom: Corey
Assalam Alaykum,
I am writing a research paper about football and Islam. I tried to ""ask a scholar"" On Islam
website, however, it will not let me. I wanted to know if it is permissible in Islam for a Muslim to
wear a football jersey which sponsors an interest loan company (Newcastle Football Club's
sponsor is Wonga - a payday interest loan company) or gambling companies such as 888 or
12bet? Also is it permissible for Muslims to wear jerseys that have crosses on them (i.e.,
England’s National Football Team jersey) or Manchester United's jersey which has a ""Red
Devil"" on it?
I would appreciate any wisdom you can provide me on this subject.
Sincerely,
Corey
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Corey,
This is not a money or finance question. I cannot give answer to it as I need more time to
research it.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
************************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session June 7, 2015
Question 1 : Wife’s share in inheritance
From: Guest 1
I am an adopted kid. Few months back my father died .Now my uncle claims that my mom will
get only 1/8 From her husband property. is this so? Will my mom get only 1/8 From her
husband’s property
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br./Sr.

If your adopting father has no children of his own, his wife inherits one fourth because an
adopted child is not considered in the determination of shares of inheritance. This one fourth is
calculated out of the net estate, i.e., after deducting funeral expenses, taxes, debts and any
Wasiyyah (I suppose your adopting father has left for you and may be others or charities some
amount as Wasiyyah).
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: Zakah money to build a school for the poor
From: Moiz
ASSALAM ALAYKUM, Can Zakah money be used to build a school for poor children and can it be
used for Iftar in Ramadan of orphans, homeless in relief centers? And can it be used to pay
medical expenses of deserving families or buy food for needy families? I am confused, please
do clarify them to me.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Moiz,
Kindly notice that disbursement of Zakah requires giving it to the poor so that he/she owns it in
the full sense of the word. Offering it on a table for a poor person is not equivalent to making it
owned by him whereas putting food in a dish or box and giving it to the poor is making him an
owner of what he is given.
Apply this rule: giving it to the doctor who provide the service does not fulfill this condition
while giving the poor the doctor-prescribed medicine does, building a school for the poor does
not while building it and handing the title of ownership to poor families does, paying tuition of
a poor child to the school does not while paying it to his guardian who pays it to the school
does fulfill this condition. I believe we need to be strict in applying this rule in order to avoid
any abuse.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------Question 3: Zakah of an old person
From: Bassam
Assalam Alaykum I would like to know if an old man with some money left, but unable to work
should continue to pay Zakah, if he fears he will no longer have any money left for his own
survival? Of course he does not know how many years he has still to live, so is there a cut off
age at which one is excused from paying Zakah? or does it depends on the amount of money
one has left in his bank account before he dies? If this old man does not have any children who
could provide him financially, should he burden his brothers and sisters to provide for him, so
that he keep paying Zakah until he is left with nothing? Thank you for answering

My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Bassam,
You are tightening the matter too much, life is much wider than you are assuming. First, there is
no and there cannot be an age cut off simply because none of us knows tomorrow!
If one is rich (defined as a given amount of money/assets [except personal and family needs for
a reasonable period until next income (of course something like for a month, a quarter or a year
not for expected average life expectancy) and used assets including a residence, etc.] called
Nisab which is about US$ 1500) one is required pay Zakah.
Also if one needs help, close family members, neighbors, community, NGOs and government
are required to help.
This is the way life works.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------Question 4: ethics in advertisement
From: Anis
advertising
salam my question is about advertising . if I were to advertise my eBooks or other product in
Facebook, I would kind of rent a space in the newsfeed or in the right part in Facebook or
mobile ads ,I mean the ads can also be displayed in the cellphones of people but before
advertising, I would set a budget in other words how much money do I want to spend in my
advertising (of course the more money you spend, the more people you would reach and you
would have the priority over the other advertiser because this system of advertising is called
bidding, it is an auction) so after setting my budget I would target people by keywords and likes
or their interests, for example you are a Facebook user and you like a field of study or food
recipes or whatever thing, so you are going to like pages of those things that you like and show
interest in them, so Facebook would enable me to target you thanks to your interest shown in
Facebook, and when you would use Facebook you are going to find my product displayed to
you specifically because of your interests. So sometimes when you target people in Facebook
you would kind of bet, I mean If I want to sell you an eBook that talks about healthy foods, I
would try to target the keywords healthy diet and people who like pages of healthy diet but if I
saw that the cost of the advertising is expensive because there were not a lot of people who
click on my ads and didn't buy my product, I would try to do the advertising again and target
other people with another keyword I mean instead of healthy food, I would target people who
like pages of healthy diet and of course set another budget for this campaign of advertising and
it goes on until the cost of advertising would be cheap and I make profit. So is this gambling or
Gharar, haram?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala

Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Anis,
No. Gharar and gambling are two persons relationships not one person planning and deciding
to spend on whatever he wants.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------Question 5: Zakah on money saved for house construction
From: Mohammad
Assalam o Alaykum Dear Scholar, I am saving money for construction of my house. Can you
please guide that if Zakah is applicable on this amount or not as I am saving it with the intention
of buying a commodity. Jazaka ALLAH.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Mohammad,
Yes, it is subject to Zakah from the 354th day after the total of your Zakatable assets/items
reach Nisab. Once you make a contract in which you commit an amount to be paid to seller or
contractor, this amount become for debt payment and it is then removed from the Zakatable
items. Rationale: now you are rich by that amount, the future is not known even with best
intention what is exempt is a house one lives in not a potential house.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------Question 6: inheritance of a man died with no children
From: Ahmad
As Salamu Alaykum, my question is regarding sharing of inheritance of a late young man. He
died without getting married (24yrs old) he died leaving his mother, father and siblings, a
female and a brother. So the question is how is what he has left going to be shared according to
Islamic principles.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Ahmad,
The Answer is given in the Qur’an 4:11. All his asset belongs to his parents, mother takes 1/6
and father takes 5/6.
Wa Allah A’lam

Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------Question 7: I live in a rented house and I own a house that is rented, how about Zakah?
From: Sonia
Salaam I am living in rental house but I have another house mortgaged with some down
payment and rented out for the reason that it's far and my kids don't want to live in that city.
My question is do I pay Zakah on that houses down payment I made or the rental income if at
all. Note: the rental income is only enough to pay the mortgage every month and I am left with
about $100 each month. Please reply to my email only. Jazaka Allah
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Sr Sonia,
The present net worth of the rented house is subject to Zakah at 2.5% every 354 days (lunar
year) since you got it. net worth is present value minus amount of mortgage principal. Had you
live in the house it would be exempt for being your residence.
Whatever saved amount out of the rent goes to your bank account and the balance in it is of
course subject to Zakah with its normal conditions.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------Question 8: Provident fund saving for retirement
From: Azs
working professionals save a fixed amount every month from salary which is known as
provident fund and they get this amount in their hands ONLY at the time of retirement. is Zakah
payable on this saved amount every year or only after we get this in our hand on retirement?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Sr,
Pension funds may be subject to Zakah if they are owned by the contributors. There are
different systems of providence funds in the world and you did not describe your providence
funds. Accumulated Payments to social security in America, Europe and most Arab countries
are not subject Zakah because they are treated by law as taxes whereas payment to providence
pension fund in Singapore as subject because they are considered owned by the contributor
and one can borrow from them in emergencies or use them to buy a house or the like. this
makes them more similar to IRA, 401K and other retirement funds in America which are subject
to Zakah.

Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------Question 9: gifts from persons working in banks
From: Sania
Can we take gifts from those who are working in bank. especially gifts in ramzan and gifts are
rice dates and other food items
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Sr. Sonia,
Yes, it is permissible as their salary is for their work, it the work they do is not Haram (there are
many jobs in banks that are not Haram) the income they get is not Haram too. Additionally, to
you it is a gift out of friendship which is Halal and we no right to ask people about their sources
of income anyway.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------Question 10: is it allowed to recruit people to get bonuses?
From: Shurainna
Assalam Alaykum..my friend is inviting his friends in Facebook (that includes me and may other
Muslim friends) in this new business of him..in this business, you only have to invest 1800
Philippine pesos, invite/recruit new members to join the group, then after completing the
number of slots for new member needed, the 1800 invested will become 10000 Phil pesos.
Now, as a Muslim, I doubt that this business is allowed in Islam. Can you help me understand
what Islam says when it comes this kind of business. Thank you.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Sr. Shurainna
You did not explain what is the business. If it is only inviting people to become member and
then distribute to old members the fees paid by new members this is a fraudulent business.
Membership in it is Haram and inviting people to it is also Haram.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------

Question 11: gold meant for dowry, is it Zakatable?
From: Zsamima
Assalam o Alaykum My father passed away 5 years ago & bought gold for my dowry. While he
was alive, he paid Zakah on it for years even though that gold was not in any body's use, my
mom never wore it either. Now, that he has passed away, somebody told us that gold meant
for daughter's dowry doesn't have Zakah on it, is this true? The second issue is that our monthly
income is, thought sufficient, nowhere near to pay the amount of Zakah my dowry gold has,
how can I pay? Can I wait for next Ramadan & ask my husband to pay for it from then on?
Thank you!
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Sr. Zsamima,
Since the day you became owner of it (either when it was given to you at your wedding or when
you inherit it from father, provided other heirs consent to give it to you) it is subject to Zakah
according to the Hanafi school. Its Zakah is yearly (i.e., every 354 days since the day it became
yours) and at the rate of 2.5%. if you do not have cash from other sources including what your
husband may give you to pay its Zakah you may delay payment until you ultimately have to sell
part of it for liquidity to pay Zakah or distribute gold in kind. Of course your husband may
volunteer to pay it on your behalf and he is rewarded for that InShaAllah.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------------Question 12: Borrow credit on sim cards and Riba
From: Abdul
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatullah wa Barakatuh!!First of all I would like to thank all of you guy
u are giving a great support to the society and to the ones who don’t know what is Islam may
Allah grant you Firdaus Janat. My question is about Riba. most of people get confused about
Riba may be because of not getting enough explanation like me I get confused when it comes
""to borrow credits on sim card"". It is the way we borrow credits to call when you are running
out of credits and you are far from any shop u can’t find where to buy airtime but after a
certain time when you buy an airtime they take back the credits u have borrowed and a surplus
of 5% of service. like you borrowed 500 frw and when you reload like 600 frw they take 550% to
pay the borrowed airtime. So I would like to know if that 5% will be considered like Riba. or
service cost. thank you. Ramadan Mubarak
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Abdul hakim,
The extra 5% charged on this loan is Riba. Riba is any increment in a debt or loan. when they

lend you say 5 Dollars the collect it whence you recharge 5.25 or 5.50.
This transaction can be done in a different way that is not Riba if they sell you units of air time
such as 100 minutes local at a price higher than their regular price of pre-paid cards/sims and
they allow you to use it either for local calls or other services they offer such as messaging,
international calls.
The difference becomes apparent if tariff changes while under this arrangement. New rates
apply if it is a loan of 5 Dollars but old rates apply if you already own airtime minutes and you
still can use the owned number of minutes.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------Question 13 : Stolen Goods
From: Simon
Assalam Alaykum, I was wondering if a person steals money from a bank with help from a
person who works in the bank, to whom should the person pay the money? It’s hard to know if
the person should give it to the bank because it’s hard to find one owner for the money so
should I go to the bank and just leave it in a bag and then go out out because I’m afraid that I
will get caught or should I just give the money in charity because there is no real owner? Also if
I have stolen something in the past and I called the owner and told him/her that I got their
property (without telling my identity) and asked if they wanted it back and they said that I could
keep it, is it okay for me to keep it then? JazakAllah Khairan, Baraka Allah feek.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Simon,
Money stolen from a bank should be returned to the owner which is the bank. it is stolen from
safely box then to the owner of the same safety box. In both cases it is owned by somebody.
The bank is a legal person and it owns its money. It is incorrect to think that money of a bank
has many owners. If you repent, I pray to Allah to accept your repentance and guide you into
the right path. As a repentant you should not reveal your identity and if you can return the
money to the bank through a money order or cash and say when and from what it was stolen
without telling who you are it is OK as long as you were not caught in the first place.
Similarly for money or any other property stolen from any person, it should be returned to that
person. I don’t feel comfortable with a phone answer to keep it yourself. I think such an answer
is given out of fear, confusion, worry, avoiding potential trouble. I suggest that it should be
returned even with such an answer to the true owner, it is OK to stay unknown as long as you
repented between you and Allah.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------------

Question 14: Payment for surfing online
From: Anis
Assalam my question is about whether it is permissible or not to have a kind of e-wallet where
you would receive money from merchants that you work for, this financial services business
that provides online money transfer is called pioneer and their headquarter is in the united
states ,considering the fact that depending on Wikipedia and other sources online ,the founder
of pioneer is from Israel and I have watched him on a video in YouTube ,he was interviewed in
fox
news,
depending
on
the
video
that
was
uploaded
in
2011
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vpi1BBHzQyI if I am not mistaken on the interview they
said this founder used to be an Israeli soldier and on Wikipedia I found that He served in the
Israeli Defense Forces as a special operations commander, the interview was about an Israeli
Helicopter Crash in Israel-Lebanon Border and the founder supported the Israeli soldiers in his
interview. So my question as being a freelancer online ,a lot of people get paid for their work
online with pioneer through a prepaid debit master card and the fees for having this pioneer
account are 39 dollars a year or more or less ,I don't remember . I don't know if the fees are for
the MasterCard or for the account . so my question is it permissible to get paid through pioneer
.And there are a lot of people who make a living online and get paid through pioneer.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Anis,
I don’t feel comfortable with this arrangement because of the same reason mentioned in the
question. But I do not see it as Haram as long as you can convert your pay into real cash that
you can use freely through internet or outside it.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------Question 15: Calculation of Zakah on minimum of the year of max?
From: Sarwar
I calculate Zakah I take the minimum balance that I have every year. I calculate on the same
date every year, 27th Ramzan. Is this the correct way, e.g. if I have 3000 on 27th Ramzan and
during the year it keeps on growing and decreasing, going down to say 2000, should I then
calculate on 2000 or 3000, since whole year has gone only on 2000(minimum balance) right
now I calculate on 2000. If at the end of the year I have 5000 should I be paying on 5000, if so
one year would not have passed on this, I am in a dilemma, kindly respond
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Sarwar,
The rule is clear: Zakah is due on the amount you own on the day when it is due. The passage of

a lunar year is described especially in the Hanafi school as follows: You got Nisab say on 27
Ramadan of 1434, then of 27 Ramadan 1435 you have an amount of Nisab or more, you pay
Zakah on the amount you own on this day regardless of the passage of a year on each penny
you acquired, the last one you may only have for one day. What matter is you established
yourself as a Nisab owner in 1434, now you own that much or more. It also does not matter if
during the year you went down to zero or more or less. What matter are the mentioned two
days in this example. The day of establishing Zakatability and the day of 354 days later.
definitely the Zakah is not on the minimum balance but on the amount owned on the day when
it is due because this is your wealth then.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------Question 16: How to avoid Riba when your parents use it?
From: Eman
AoA. My father is currently jobless. We have deposited our savings in the national bank of our
country and we use the monthly profit/interest to run our household. I understand that this
profit is Riba and it's haram. A few days back I read the ayahs about Riba in surah al Baqarah. I
tried to persuade my parents to leave this practice but I failed to do so. Now I'm in a fix. What
shall I do? I have tried many times to persuade my parents. I pray to Allah after every salah to
help us get rid of this fitna. Please give me a suggestion. Thank you.( If you publish this please
publish it anonymously.)
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Sr. Eman,
This is definitely Riba and it is Haram, it is not profit. If you are in a country that has any Islamic
bank, the solution is simple: convince them to transfer to an Islamic bank, its profit is Halal and
it is usually about the same rate per capital. If you do not have an Islamic bank convince them
to use the money is safe stocks such as utilities and similar income shares. Meanwhile you
should tell your parent, very gently of course, that taking Riba is one of the worst sins and that
the Prophet, pbuh, said that any flesh raised on Haram deserves to end up in the Hell Fire. You
should minimize your intake of this Riba income to the bare survival minimum.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------Question 17: ZAKAH ON MORTGAGE
From: afzal
Respectfully Sir !I have a question and want Islamic answer for. I have paid 40000USD for a
house on mortgage and I paid this amount to house owner. now I have question that however I
am homeless and this amount I have invested on temporary home (Mortgage home 1 yr.

mutual agreement) to be settled in that. I have immigrated from my hometown to capital due
to security and war conditions. Since last couple of year I have taken several houses on
mortgage with this amount and its the amount which I have invested for house to live . Well I
have mid-incomes which I just can afford myself and my family including my parent family life
expenses on monthly basis. Please let me know about Zakah on my mortgage amount. am I
reliable to pay Zakah of this amount or not?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Afzal,
I don’t understand your question and apparently you use the term mortgage is a different
meaning that is common here in America. If you mean that you give this amount of $40000 to
the owner and he lets you live in the house for a year then you give the house back and get
your money at the end of the year. This is clear Riba in kind that is the use of the house and this
practice is Haram, no doubt about it. You should rather buy a house and live in it, period.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------Question 18: How can a salary earner pay Zakah?
From: Abdullateef
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Abdullatif
Zakah is due on salaries but not on all the salary, it is only on the saved part. If over a lunar year
period your savings reach Nisab (approximately US $ 1500) or more you are required to pay
2.5% of the total savings by the end of the ear. For all future year you pay then Zakah on the
accumulated savings at the end of each 354 days (= lunar year).
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------Question 19: Islamic mortgage finance is more expensive than conventional
From: Guest
assalamualaikum, I have house loan with interest try to convert to Islamic loan, but all Islamic
finance co are not able to refinance because there rate is higher than regular bank ,what should
I do?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim

Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Essam
Just try to pay it as soon as you can by accelerating your payments. Meanwhile make more
Du’a and Istighfar for forgiveness.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
**********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session June 17, 2015
Question 1: Zakah calculation
From: Guest 1:
Assalamualikum:
What should be my Zakah under following situation:
I have student loan approx. $26000
Credit Card loan $ 9000
I do not have any any balance in my bank at the end of Month. I have gold- approx. 700 gram
with my wife.
Please provide me your in-depth analysis on it.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Brother
According to what you said and provided you have not have other assets such as rental
property, shares and stocks, etc. you are not subject to Zakah especially that credit card’s debt
is due immediately.
However if the gold is yours, you are still not subject to Zakah because its amount can hardly
pay for the immediate debt but you are making a very bad decision by holding it while you have
a big debt that accumulate high rate of interest. You must sell it to pay the debt.
But if the gold is owned by your wife, she is subject to Zakah at its market price every lunar year
(354 days) the first year begins the day she obtained the first 85 grams (amount of Nisab) at the
rate of 2.5% and this is repeated every year. Remember she is total independent person and
has her own independent finance.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------Question: Need a car for his wife, can it be financed on interest?
From: Guest 2

Salam Alaykum, I got married in April 2015 to my lovely wife and best friend. I worked hard and
saved a lot of money to make sure I make the house comfortable for her as well as make her
happy. But each time we have to go to a function together, I see that it is not usually a pleasant
outing because I don't have a car. She keeps telling me that we will get our own car in due
course, but looking at my income, it is very unlikely that I would be able to save enough to buy
a car in 3 to 4 years, except if Allah decides to surprise me (I really wish He does). Given this
background, I am thinking of a car loan where I can make monthly payments to the cost of the
car, but it is not something I can do within my income. Is it right (Islamically) to have her
contribute to the monthly repayment costs? she has a good job as a lecturer in the university.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Ramadan Mubarak and Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Brother
Interest-based car loans are prohibited in Islam. Allah prohibited interest (Riba) with strongest
word in the Qur’an and there is no necessity for a car to warrant breaking this strong
prohibition. You can live without a car for years and also forever.
On the other point, it is permissible to accept any contribution, given voluntarily, to family
expenses by your wife.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------Question 3: using interest money to give favoritism donations
From: Saif
My question is whether we can use the interest money in bank for the purpose of paying
donations for our children to get admissions in a reputed school or college? What is the Islamic
point of view? I will be obliged if my question is answered
Jazakumullah Khayran
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Saif,
Interest you get on bank deposits is not owned by you according to Shari’ah. what is not owned
by you must be given away to charity and cannot be used in any way that benefit you including
paying it to your children or their tuitions or donation to the school that facilitate their
admission. It is like using this interest for own food and cloth.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------

Question 4: Offer to work in a bank
From: Esmat
Salaam Alaykum,
I am a Muslim man, 43 years and married with having 2 children Alhamdulillah. I am living in
Afghanistan.
In the past I have worked for around 10 years in a bank here in Afghanistan and then I left that
job because of Riba/sood involved in that job (based on some fatwas I read/heard). After
leaving the bank I have joined a trading company where I work now here for almost 2 years.
Currently due to weak economy and market situation my employer is reducing its staff and I am
also informed by my manager to look for another job as my employment agreement will be
terminated soon here. Therefore since 2 months I am actively searching for a job in various
organizations outside the banking industry but with no success so far. Recently the bank where
I used to work 2 years back has offered me a job and they want me to rejoin them.
Now I am very much confused whether to rejoin the banking industry or not due to Riba/sood
issue?
If I reject the bank job then I am not sure whether I will get another job soon or at all as the
employment market here in Afghanistan is not optimal. Besides I fear that when my current job
is terminated then I will have no job and thus no income and in that case how to support my
family. So I am very much stressed and worried and I can’t decide what to do.
You are kindly requested to give me an advise which is best for my current situation and
whether I rejoin the bank job or not.
Wa Salaam,
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Esmat,
I cannot give you a personal advice whether you go back to working in a bank or not. This is a
decision you should make on your own.
Jobs have different rates in Shari’ah some are Haram, where the job requires you to do any
prohibited activity such as signing or even typing a Riba contract in a bank. some jobs are
permissible and advisable such as teaching Islamic studies in a school. Working in a bank
provided you do not do any Haram activity, is not Haram although it has a sense of supporting
the Riba activity.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------Question 5: I work in a Bank, would my Ibadah be accepted?
From: Abdwasiu
Salam Alaykum please I want to ask would Allah accept my Ibadah coz I work in a bank where
interest is being received would my Ibadah be accepted coz I always think of an hadith which is
narrated to the companions which talk about a man desperately in need of help from Allah but
the prophet narrated that what he consumes his from haram, what he cloth with is from haram

so how can his prayers be answered this make me grief when I remember this Hadith
jazakumullahu Khairan
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Abdwasiu,
This Hadith is correct reported by Muslim. Each one of us must be keen to make our source of
income pure and clean from any non-permissible tint. Working in a conventional bank in areas
that require you to write, type, check or sign a Riba (interest)-based contract. However,
working in other areas in a bank is not Haram although not the best job in the world as it helps
the Haram institution itself.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------Question 6: Zakah on shares
Mohammed Feroz
Zakah is to be given for shares according to the market value + annual dividend or is to be given
for the dividend amount only?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Mohammed,
Zakah is due on the market value of all shares owned on the day when Zakah is due. This is to
be added to other Zakatable assets in the calculation and the rate is 2.5% every lunar year.
Dividends, if reinvested they are then included in the balance of shares owned. If taken cash
they are included in the amount of money and bank accounts since the Zakah on the latter is
also on the balances on same day.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------Question 7: Need to make more money
From: Shaheed
As-salamu Alaykum Sir. I'm SHAHEED, Nigerian, Single. I studied Computer Engineering at
Polytechnic here in my country but, no employment opportunity and these has really affected
me financially because my plan was to do my Nikkah after my
school activities because I don't want to enter into fitnal but due to these I was unable to fulfill
my plans. What should I do sir in order to achieved my aims.
My Answer:

Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Shaheed,
Nothing more than work harder on finding a job. Meanwhile try to improve your qualifications
by looking what is demanded in the market of employment and improve the same in your
training and CV.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------Question 8: Calculation of Zakah on gold
Assalamualikum wa Rahmatullah wa Barakatuh
I would like to know the ruling on Zakah on the below said gold:
we Indians usually have a tradition of gifting gold during the wedding to our daughters. the
quantity mostly satisfies for Zakah and above that we get mahr in gold too
my query here is what is the ruling on paying Zakah ?
keeping in mind the gold is not often used and it is kept in a safe locker, so basically it is an
unused asset expect at times where there arises a need for (wedding function etc.)
does the Zakah rules apply to it and how?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Sister
According to the Hanafi school of Fiqh, jewelry, if they reach Nisab or more, are subject to
Zakah whether they are in daily use or stored as assets. Some other schools differentiate
between being used or not. Used: means for their suitable occasions not daily.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------Question 9: I owe some money to a person I don’t know now
From: ….
Assalamualaikum. I'd be grateful if you answer my question. When I'm in first grade on
elementary school, I've owed some money to my friend. The next year, she moved, and I
haven't payback the money yet. The problem is I don't remember her name and I don’t know
where she live now. How should I payback my ""debt"" ? And second, will Allah forgive me and
delete my sins for being addicted to ""porn""? I'm trying so hard to stop but sometimes I still
lose my mind. I really want to stop but it’s so hard. I'm afraid I won't be forgiven.
Ps : pls keep me in secret.
Thank you! May Allah reward you !

My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Sister,
Just pray to Allah to take up this debt on your behalf. And in any future date if you come to
reach that girl again send her the money. Giving a similar amount to charity also helps.
For porno, seek help from Allah by making more Du’a to help you avoid it. it is not good for
your future life when you get married. And by the way try to get married soon.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session June 24, 2015
Question 1: Interest-based loans in India
From: Guest 1:
Assalamoalaikum Sheikh,
Ramadan Mubarak to you and your family. May Allah swt grant us goodness and peace in this
holy month of Ramadan, Ameen.
My name is Mohammed and I am from India. My question is pertaining to the interest based
loan, in India we do not have Islamic banks and at times we have to deal with the conventional
banks in order to fulfill our financial needs such as buying car, construction of home, higher
education etc. For which these banks charges interest. I Alhamdulillah know that it is haram to
deal in interest based transactions however, in order to fulfill the urgent requirement for which
we cannot arrange money, would we be allowed to take interest based loans?
Also, if someone has already taken the loan, is he be considered to be an infidel in the light of
Shari’ah
JazakAllah Khairan,
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Muhammed,
Interest-based loans are not permissible and Muslims in India and other countries are required
to create adequate institutions to provide financing without interest. I do not know of any
general rule that may apply in India and many other large Muslim communities. It is a duty on
all Muslim in India to provide these facilities. Individual real necessities can make individual
reasons for relaxing the prohibition. But in most cases there are no necessities in the examples
mentioned in the question such as buying homes, cars and higher education.
Wa Allah A’lam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf

-------------------------------------------------------------Question 2: Jewelry Kept by Father in-law, who pays Zakah?
From: Guest 2
Dear brother Assalam Alaykum
I have a question regarding Zakah to be paid for jewelry. I am married for three years. At the
time of my marriage I got gold jewelry in gift from my parents (around 300 grams) as well as
from my in-laws side (around 200 grams) making it a total of 500 grams. But it after marriage
the whole of it was taken by my in-laws and put it in their personal bank locker, though against
my wishes. Since then I have neither seen it nor used it. Currently I am not working. I want to
ask, at first is it lawful for them to keep that jewelry in their possession and, 2) who has to pay
the Zakah that is due on that jewelry, me, my husband, or his parents (in whose custody that
jewelry is)?
(I have the ability to pay Zakah only on the portion of jewelry that my parents gave me;
although that too is in their custody)
Thank you.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Sister,
The jewelries are all yours and you are required to pay their due Zakah. Your husband, or any
other person, may volunteer to pay it on your behalf.
On the other hand, definitely, it is your right to have hold and dispose of your own properties,
jewelries included, no other person including your husband has any right to keep them or put
any limit on your rights in this regard. I suggest that you should deal with this matter cautiously
and gently keeping in mind social habits in your area. Discuss it clearly with them and raise the
issue of your right and desire to use them in front of your husband and any receptions you may
attend. Also raise the issue of Zakah payment.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------Question 3: Zakah for past years
From:
Assalam u Alaykum,
My question is : I would like to know about what if I couldn't remove Zakah last year.. Is that I
will have to remove the Zakah for the last year and the current year as well? What is the Islamic
ruling on this?
Jazakumullah Khayran
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh

Dear Brother/Sister
Due Zakah does not die out with the passage of time. Any Zakah due for last year is still due on
you and required to be paid as soon as you can. YES, you are required to pay past due Zakah
along with current year due Zakah as soon as it is due.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------Question 4: Can a Woman give her Zakah to an Adult Daughter?
From: Sister Nur
as salaam Alaykum. I am under the impression that a Muslim cannot pay Zakah to relatives they
are obligated to support. But, can you address this for a Muslim woman. Specifically, can I give
my Zakah to an adult daughter. I assumed I could because as a father, not a mother, is
responsible for children's financial well-being. Am I mistaken?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Sr. Nur,
Yes, you are mistaken! While it is true that a father is responsible for children, minors or adult if
they need, when the father either cannot or does not fulfill his obligation a financially able
mother becomes responsible for her children, minors and needy adults. If you are rich enough
to pay Zakah, your needy adult daughter is rich by you if her father is not able or does not help
her.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------Question 5: what to do with bank interest
From: Mubarak
Assalam Alaykum, I live in a place where I don’t have access to Islamic banks. Could you please
advise on what to do with the interest money that is accumulated in my account? JazakAllah
Khayran
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br.
Interest obtained (credited to your account) from a conventional bank is considered not-earned
according to Shari’ah. this means that you do not own this money although it is in your control
and laws of many lands consider it owned by you.
The question becomes: what to do with a thing that is in your control but not yours and no

other person has a claim on it. if this thing is harmful in itself such as tobacco or liquor, it must
be destroyed. But if that thing is in itself useful but the wrong is in the way it become under
your control, then you give it away to charity, preferably Muslim because there are extremely
many needy Muslims all around us.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------Question 6: mother left in a will all her estate to her 3 daughters
From: Hana
ASA, my question is about Shari’ah inheritance law and wills. My mother recently passed away
Allah ya rahma leaving 3 daughters, however in her will she left her whole estate to us and we
realized that her will isn't Shari’ah compliant. My father and grandparents passed away many
years ago and she has no sons. My mother has 2 full sisters, 4 paternal brothers and 6 paternal
sisters. Before my mother passed away her intentions was to use her money to pay off our
mortgages due to interest/Riba. My older sister suffers from mental problems and someone
took advantage of her so she had a baby (3 yrs.) who I am raising and in the will my mother spilt
my older sister's share with her daughter which we have to put in a trust fund for them both.
Throughout my mother’s life she has never relied on anyone and worked extremely hard to
provide us a better life and opportunities. My parents got divorced when we were very young
and my mother didn't receive much help from her family when it came to raising us. A. Are all
her siblings entitled to a share of her estate whether paternal brothers/sisters or full sisters?
What would her siblings share work out to be? B. Can we act on my mother’s intentions to pay
off our mortgages with her money? We want to do the right thing by not dishonoring my
mother's wishes to reduce our mortgages/Riba, ensure my mentally ill sister is provided for,
however we are also fearful of consequences of not correcting the will to ensure it's Shari’ah
complaint. JZK
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Sr. Hana,
I suppose the mortgage is in your mother’s name. paying the mortgage debt has a priority over
distribution any heirs. Please notice that although the mortgage debt was to be paid by your
mother on monthly basis it becomes now due (from Shari’ah point of view) as she died and her
income is cut off. Add to this the issue or removing the sin of interest from her and the heirs in
addition to fulfilling her intention and desire.
Next if her last will specified anything for the child of your sister, this is valid within the limit of
one third of the net estate (left over after all debts? payment and expenses, taxes, etc.). the
amount left after the valid willed-share of this child is to be distributed 2/3 to the three of you
(daughters) and 1/3 to the two full sisters, nothing is left to parental siblings of your mother as
they are disqualified by the presence of 3 daughters and 2 full sisters.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin

Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------------Question 7: Zakah to Nepal earthquake victims
From: Ahmad
Zakah
I have recently given my Zakah for Nepal earthquake fund. But someone told me that Zakah
cannot be given to non-Muslims or for their use under these emergency situations. Can you
please clarify. Appreciate earliest guidance please. Thanks.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Ahmad,
Yes, Zakah is only for Muslim except when it is a matter of life saving as in major disasters like
what happened in Nepal. If you gave your Zakah to a trusted organization that spends it on
basic relief it fulfills the obligation InShaAllah. As you know most organizations that work on
relief have highly qualified managers with high privileges and benefits and also high level of
corruption. In Zakah payment, except when collected by a government, giving it to a charitable
organization is a kind of assigning it as your agent to distribute your Zakah, if your agent is not
adequately trust-worthy you are still responsible to pay the amount that the agent did not give
to poor and needy but used for other purposes. It is responsibility to give the amount due to
deserving persons.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------Question 8: Mortgage
From: MOHAMMAD
I want to buy a house with mortgage. Is it haram?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Br. Mohammad,
The quick answer: yes, it is Haram.
The detailed answer: when buying is very important for family and financial reasons including
good schooling for children, security, quality of neighborhood, affordable cost, etc. in this
regard the International Conference of Fiqh held in Detroit in the Fall of 1999 determined that
for such reasons there is a public need that is treated as necessities and the prohibition is
relaxed provided there is no Islamic house finance available. Now Islamic house finance is
available in most states and provinces in North America. If you exhaust these opportunities and
could not qualified for Islamic house finance the conventional may be permissible under

mentioned circumstances. Canada has several companies and credit unions that offer Islamic
house finance, check with them first.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------Question 9: can I take Zakah from my sister to pay off my education loan?
From: sumya
Assalamualaikum,im 23yrs girl,i took a student loan in ignorance in 2009 after education I didn't
work, not working for 2 yrs. it’s very difficult to get a job in a good company, my mom is
searching a groom for me so that I marry soon, my mom is paying 3k every month for my loan
but it’s a 3lac loan amount to be paid, so paying 3k will take a long time to finish the loan as the
interest keeps piling up, so I wanted to know if I can take Zakah money from my sister and pay
the loan amount, plz help
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Sr. sumya,
If your sister is rich to pay Zakah why don’t you take a loan from her to pay that large amount of
debt and then you and your mother start paying her these 3 thousands a month. You can save
the interest and avoid the Haram. Besides, if she is rich on her own (not husband) to the extent
of having to pay Zakah, whether married or not, and you guys are in need for debt payment and
may be others, she may be responsible to financially help you and your mother for the debt and
for other expenses.
I do not see that in this case sister’s Zakah can be used to pay your loan, it becomes as relieving
her from her responsibilities by using the Zakah which is a right of the poor.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------Question 10: Fraudulent
From: Guest 5
What is the verdict on somebody who is a MUSLIM and a fraudster and he uses his fraud money
to buy Iftar food for people who are fasting. Can they accept the food and what is the state of
their fast. What is also the state of the fraudster who have out the food to them.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Brother
Fraud is definitely Haram and money earned by fraud should be given to the people who were

burdened by it.
If you are fully certain that this food is from fraud money definitely, it is Haram to eat it,
whether in Ramadan or in any other time.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------------------Question 11: Investment in real estate
From: Guest 6
Assalamu'alaiku m wRH, wBH Prof. May this mail find you in the Best state of Being InShaAllah.
Please Prof I need clarifications on Investment in Properties? For instance, I invested my savings
in a property [as is the tradition here in Nigeria, one can buy a property from propertydevelopers with installments payments]. Now the house is finished and I've completed the
payments and have also put the property in the market 'FOR SALE'!
Please Prof. is it True that I'll have to calculate Zakah on the value of the property (from the
date I started the Installment-payments till when I've completed payments and Pay out Zakah)?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Brother
YES, it is true with capital letter. Do you notice that although you may be a salaried person who
works for government or company, in regard to this property you have become a real estate
properties trader? This property is subject to Zakah from day one as part of your Zakatable
items at its market price at end of each Zakah your of yours, like any other items such as stocks,
saving accounts, etc.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------Question 12: Buying food from Zakah for distribution to poor
From: Guest 7
Assalam Alaykum
Is it permissible to buy stuff like clothes or food items with Zakah money and distribute it to
poor people or you will have to pay Zakah in cash only.
Amanzai, Afghanistan
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Dear Brother/sister
Yes, it is permissible. It may also be advisable if you think that distribution food and cloth is

better for the poor and his family especially when you doubt that if you give money he may use
it for cigarettes instead of getting food for his family.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
*********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Aug. 6, 2015
Questions 1: inheritance of wife, three daughters and a brother
From: Guest 1
Assalam Alaykum,
Someone we know just passed away, leaving a widow and three married daughters. However,
there is a deceased's, adult married, brother who is telling the three daughters that according
to the laws of Pakistan, he will also get a share of the inheritance. Is this according to the
Islamic laws of Inheritance? If not what can they do?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Guest
The Islamic system of inheritance is mandatory, please read verses 4:13 and 14 and the closing
phrases of 4:11 and 12. Most of the rules of inheritance are given in the Qur’an itself, especially
verses 11 and 12.
Verse No. 4:11 mentions that if the deceased leaves more than one daughter, they share two
thirds of the estate (this and all others net after expenses and any last will to non-heirs) and
verse 4:12 mentions that the wife has a share of 1/8 as long as there are children this makes a
total of (16/24+3/24=19/24). The remaining goes to closest male and female relatives. If he has
only one brother (I assume he is not survived by any of his two parents) as you said his share is
then the remainder 5/24. It is true that the brother inherits in this case and the law in Pakistan
is derived from Shari’ah. let us remember that if he left young children who need financial
support the brother is obligated to support them and their mother who takes care of them the
same way as he supports own small family. This is also the law in Pakistan as derived from
Shari’ah.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------Questions 2: medical billing job
From: Guest 2
Assalam Alaykum, I wanted to ask about medical billing jobs. medical billers send claims to
insurance companies for reimbursement. I heard conventional insurance is haram and I was
thinking sending claims to these companies and making them pay for the services rendered for
a patient would be haram too. is it considered as assisting them to do evil?

My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Guest
Not exactly. Insurance is a very good and rather important service all societies need it and it is a
great invention. In fact some of its early application are approved and done by the Prophet,
pbuh, as in the case of blood money required for man-slaughter.
Conventional insurance contract is objected to by majority of scholars on the basis of unknowability of the obligations of the insurance company. This unknowability is called Gharar in
Fiqh.
There is a minority of great scholars who approve insurance with some conditions.
What is important to know is that since the service of insurance, health, cars and others, is very
useful and may be necessary all scholars allow it when Islamic insurance (which is based in the
concept of cooperatives). Unfortunately, today most countries do not have Islamic insurance, a
matter which makes conventional insurance of any kind permissible for those who need it.
The conclusion: working in medical billing to insurance companies is not Haram on the
following grounds:
1. insurance is not conclusively Haram especially wherever Islamic insurance does not exist,
2.
medical billing cannot be prohibited even if insurance is prohibited because it is not
directly related to contracting insurance. The contract is between the insured and the company.
Here we are dealing with the right of the service provider in getting the price of the service he
already provided, you are not signing an insurance contract.
3.
medical billing is a service that exist in countries that normally do not have Islamic
insurance such as US and some western countries. Islamic insurance exist in some Muslim
countries and it is still very small that cannot provide service to majority of people who need it
in these Muslim countries. This makes other insurance is permissible for those who need it
even in countries that have Islamic insurance.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------Questions 3: Buying a bike on installments
From: Guest 3
Asalamalekm Sir,
Please do tell me that buying a bike in installment is halal or haram in Islam?
Waiting for your reply..with anticipation
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear guest
It is Halal whether the price is the same as the cash price or more.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin

Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------Questions 4: rights of husband on wife’s salary
From: Guest 4
Assalam Alaykum!
I want to ask if do we have any hadith or daleel regarding the salary of wife not to be used by
husband? Does the wife has the right to send money from her salary to her family without her
husband approval? Shukran!
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear guest 4
there is more than Hadith. There is the Qur’an that establishes clearly that husband is the only
one responsible for expenses of his wife. He is required to spend on her matters not only while
marriage is going on but also after it for the period of Iddah and also while she is taking care of
their children. This is established in verses: 4:34, 60:10 and 66:6.
The independence of her finance from her husband is established by 4:32 and the Hadith of
Zainab, wife of Ibn Mas’ud who asked the Prophet, pbuh, whether she can give her Zakah to
her husband even though he is going to spend on her and the Prophet, pbuh, said: yes.
Her financial independence is also established by Verse 4:4 which indicates that the Mahr
becomes owned by her and the husband has no say on her properties.
According to the above and many other evidence from the Sunnah, like the Prophet, pbuh, who
spent on his wives, even for Umm Salama he spent on her children from her previous marriage
by a condition she made at her marriage, the Shari’ah establishes undisputable principle that:
husband has no right whatsoever on her properties whether those existed before marriage or
those acquired while married. He salary is hers she can do what she likes with it including giving
it to her parents not only without permission of her husband but also without his knowledge.
There is a view attributed to Imam Malik that a married woman cannot dispose of more than
one third of her property without husband permit. This view is rejected with strongest words by
Imam Abu Zahrah saying that Malik has no evidence from text or Shari’ah rules at all to support
this view. Please refer to the book al milkiyyah wa al ‘Aqd in Shari’ah by the late Imam
Muhammad Abu Zahra.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------Questions 5: Inheritance and family Waqf
From: salim
India
Waqf of family
Can u please explain that when Qur’anic law states the exact inheritance of family members
and allows for one third will only, how can family Waqf of whole property be done and the
eldest son and not daughter be made the Mutawalli of the whole property??

My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Salim,
Your question is important is as much as it is easy to explain. Waqf is an action done by a
person in one’s life time and full capability to contract. it is an expression of economic freedom
that is strongly declared in Shari’ah, ?people are fully authorized over their own properties and
no one, including government, has any right to restrict them in any way that is not mentioned
in Shari’ah.
On the other hand the right of ownership is a grant from Allah to human beings while they are
alive. It is withdrawn at death. When a person dies the property goes back to the owner. The
Owner, who is most Graceful decided to distribute it to the closest kin of the deceased. This is
why Islamic inheritance system is mandatory; please read carefully verses 4:11-14 and notice
the strength of the mandate. Even the Will is limited to one third and also provided it does not
disturb the mandatory terms given in the Qur’an. This is why the Prophet, pbuh, said that a will
cannot be to an heir. This concept is summarized beautifully By Abu Bakr al Siddiq when he
expressed the will as a charity given to us by God make us gain additional reward at the last
chance.
Appointing the Mutawalli (manager) of Waqf is a matter of personal choice because it relates to
right of disposition, it could be any person, male or female. I may recall that Umar bin al
Khattab appointed his daughter as his Mutawalli. Yet we must notice that the authority of the
manager is limited to implement the instructions of the founder. Also scholars argue that some
conditions that may be made by the founder may be restricted or revised if they are proven as
in violation of basic justice. One of such rejected conditions is excluding the females from family
Waqf benefits.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------Questions 6: family strained relations
From:
Hungary
scholar's opinion needed
I have a question regarding marriage and I am seeking Islamic advice. I got married in 2007 and
alhumdulliah although my marriage had many ups and downs and hardship my husband and I
survived them..Things changed dramatically when I got pregnant with our daughter in 2011, my
relationship with my husband became strained, main reasons for this included I don't get on
with his family particularly his mum and financial issues which have always been a difficulty,
often I have been the main breadwinner. After I had my daughter things got worse between us,
my husband did not take his responsibility as a father seriously and talking to him was not
helping, he appeared to be having a midlife crisis - unhappy with his job, wanting to travel and
see the world, literally wanting to travel to every continent and he became upset with me as I
found it hard to allow his mum to take control of my home and parenting of my daughter.. In
the end he divorced me in 2013, reasons including I was disobedient wife and his parents felt I

was disrespecting of them when they came to my house..only Allah swt knows what is in my
heart and what I suffered through being their daughter in law. Since this time I have bought a
house and have been supporting me and my daughter whilst working full-time and completing
renovation works on my house..my ex-husband has given child maintenance payments and we
have an agreed contact arrangement for him and his family..In the two years he has not really
changed his spending habits, and continued on his midlife crisis where he indulge in going out
and travelling and enjoyed being single.. Now he has decided that he is sorry and would like me
to do the nikkah with him again so that he can be a father to his daughter on a full time basis. I
recently found out that he is broke, and possibly losing his job, he has no savings or any
investments..so essentially I will have to take him on and again be the breadwinner..I'm just not
sure what to do, even though I do not have any love towards him, and he will not be able to
support me and my daughter financially and the relationships with his parents are non-existent,
should I still agree to remarriage, purely for the reason my daughter will have her father in her
life and we will be a family..I am disappointed that even after 2 years of having his freedom he
has not thought about becoming a stable individual who can provide for a family. Even if he was
to be seeking another rishta those parents/women would also be looking at his income and
potential to provide for their daughter. Seeking answers and advice please Jazaka Allah
Ms. Zobiah
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr.
I am sorry to say that I am not the right person to answer your question and I am hand-cuffed
by my lack of knowledge in this area of marriage and family matters. My expertise is in finance,
property and economic matters. this question was addressed to me by mistake and I am asking
On Islam to readdress it to a right expert.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------Questions 7: selling feed of pigs
From: Mubin
Philippines
selling feeds
Assalam Alaykum ,> Respected brothers,> we have a brother living in northern Philippines His
business is> selling feeds for chicken and fish his inquiry is if he can sell the> feeds using to feed
a pig or hogs..what is the correct ruling> regarding his business...Jazaka Allah Khair
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Mubin,
I think he should avoid selling feed that is specialized for pigs. Any feeds that are common to
pigs and other animals he may carry in his store and sell to anyone even if he knows that the

buyer most likely will use it for pigs. The matter is when it comes to pigs that are raised for their
meet we are advised to avoid them including selling and raising them. selling feed that can only
be used by pigs makes one very close to raising them. there are pigs that are raised for medical
experiments and for the valves of their hearts, these are permissible to raise and feed.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------Questions 8: company I work in offers different payment plans including interest
From: Sahin
Austria
Is working as a software engineer haram?
Assalam Alaykum. I apologize if you have received this question before, because I have written
a question in the ""Ask the scholar"" section a week ago but have received no notification. So I
am working as a software engineer in a company and I am maintaining the online-shop. We
offer a variety of payment methods, including installments financing which runs over banks. We
are not making the contract but I had to place a button which directs the customer to the
contract and it also transfers personal data like the name of the customer, the country, street,
etc... However, they are not sent to the bank, they are rather like those auto-fill function in
online-forms, this in intangible and the customer can change that before sending the contract.
It is mentioned in a hadith of the Prophet, Salalhu aleyhi we selem, that people who take usury,
give usury, write it down or witness it are all the same. Do I fall undo any of these? If that is the
case than I won't be able to work in this field ever again, because I am not aware of any
company which does not offer any kind of installments financing. If my job is haram, could I
stay in this company for 1 year until I can go studying something else?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Sahin,
I don’t see your job as included in any of the four functions mentioned in the Hadith of Riba.
most scholars argue that working in the IT of a bank itself is not Haram as long as one does not
write a Riba contract or be a witness to it.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------Questions 9: salary is small and need loans
From: Ferzalim
Philippines
Salary loan
Assalamualaikum, I am a fireman, a government employee, my parents earned money from
their little business that are only enough to sustain our daily basic needs including my younger
brothers and sisters' educational expenses. I myself planning to get married with my girlfriend

whom I have committed for more than 2 years. Only from my salary where I can get money for
my dowry. My most concern of myself is I don’t want to commit sin (fasad) to Allah in dis
relationship. My question is that, am I allowed to avail salary loan for me to be able to get
enough amount to dowry my girlfriend? Please respond this. I am truly and badly needed your
help
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ferzalim,
Most salary loans are non interest based. Of course if the salary loan is not based on interest it
is permissible. If it is based on interest it is not permissible and you should find another way to
finance the Mahr.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------------Questions 10: Zakah to traveling father for Hajj
From: Ali
Pakistan
Zakah
Asalamoalikum..My name is Ali and I am from Pakistan..Alhamdulillah my father is going on hajj
this year but the government has raised the prices of expenses just month before hajj..we
siblings are financing our father hajj.. now he is in need of some extra money and my all siblings
are denying to give money..even I also have a little amount..but I have save my Zakah which I
suppose to paid in December by this year..as my father is a traveler and in ISLAM we can give
Zakah to traveler who is in need of money..my father is really sad by the policy of our country..I
saw him crying..I am sad too..can I give Zakah to my father..they are not many but are sufficient
for my father expenses..please do reply..I have lost my mom 2 years ago..my father is 65 years
old..I cannot see such situation of my father...JAZAKALLAH
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ali,
of course you can give him now this money that you are saving to pay your Zakah in December.
We are not in December. What you give him is definitely not Zakah. Your father is not poor he
has all of you and you have money. He does not deserve Zakah and even if he deserves it you
cannot give him your Zakah because you are his son and this makes you responsible for his
expense that means by having you he is not poor. Give him the money now and let him be
happy going for Hajj.
When the time comes for your Zakah payment you calculate what is due on you, pay it and if
you are then short of money delay a part of the due until you can pay it, it is not sinful to do
that.
Wa Allah A’lam

Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------Questions 11: Family relation strained and wife is the bread winner
From: anne
Pakistan
Family Issues
It’s been 16 years since I converted to Islam and my husband being jobless and me taking care
of the income. He gets a job and then for some reason something happens and he loses it. I
have four daughters and Allah has blessed me with a good job but now I have started feeling as
though this will be a part of my life. before I got married to him he was financially well off. He is
a very nice person never been rude to me all these years. I feel sorry for him but now I feel as
though the relationship is tearing apart . What do I do ? I sometimes even feel I was better off
in my past life as a catholic although I am aware that morally this is a much better life.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Anne
Please consult a family specialist, I am not able to answer your question, my specialty is finance
and economics not family and marriage. I am sorry.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------Questions 12: given more change back than deserved
From: Harun
Netherlands
What to do?
I had paid for fried that cost 2.50 and I had 10 euro and I received 17.85 back.. I don’t want to
use it for haram things so can I donate it to a good charity in a mosque?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Harun,
Although I do not understand your question you can always donate to charity. If you like to
rephrase the question and make it a bit clearer I may be able to answer it, try again please.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------Question 12: adjusting a loan toward Zakah

From: From: SHAFIQUE
One of my colleagues who is a labor got some money as a loan from me but I feel he is unable
to return it. Can I adjust this loan in my Zakah (charity) amount. Is it mandatory to inform him
that I am deducting it from Zakah or It's enough to tell him that I've written his loan off?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Shafique,
the answer is a big NO. you cannot pay your Zakah in any way that benefits you. Here you are
giving it to yourself as recovery of the loan!
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------Questions 14: gifts to children
From: Umm Huda
Assalam Alaykum My father would like to gift me a house that is in his name. Currently my
grandmother lives there but she is moving to a smaller house, and so my father wants to gift it
to me as an investment and security. The problem is my husband. Do I need his Permission to
accept this gift? Does he have to have knowledge of the gift? I have a feeling he will object to
this. There is another purpose to this, and that is that I have always wanted to run my own
school and my father hopes to eventually help me convert this into an educational center. I
would normally not have the funds for this but if I have the property, it will be much easier! The
second problem is that for tax purposes, my husband’s business is in my name. Now if it is a
gift, don’t have to pay any tax when I get this property except for a small yearly tax on the
property. I know my husband will also object on these grounds, but I am satisfied that
InShaAllah I have enough savings to pay for this small tax. Pls advise me if my husband needs to
know (because of his business, he might need to), and whether it is his right to object to it or
not? Jazaka Allah Khair
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Umm Huda,
in brief. Husbands have no right to interfere in wives properties and income. What she gets and
what she give. This is the formal rule that every husband must know, accept and abide by. This
is our Shari’ah and if husband know it well they will realize their limits
On the other hand courteous relationships between husband and wife makes every one of
them to inform, consult and keep the other in the loop. You need to make a balance. I would
suggest that while it is your full right to accept this gift without any knowledge of you husband
and do whatever you want to do with it without his knowledge too, you may like to consider
best way that sets him to rest on this issue without negatively affecting your relation with him.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin

Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------Questions 15: failing in business
From: Saheed
Nigeria
Family related
Salam Alaykum, All praise and adoration belong to Allah. Pls bear with me if my question seems
lengthy. I am writing to seek your advice for an issue which I am quite confused about. I
graduated from the university about 3 years ago with a degree in life science. Excited and
expectant to get a good job. Alhamdulillah, I got a teaching job which I did for a few months.
Though I love teaching but I realized while on the job that I wanted to do something more... I
always felt like I was operating below my true potential. So all the while I was always making
du’a to Allah to grant me something better...InShaAllah I came across a business not long after
which caught my interest.. It looked like the perfect opportunity that would give me the chance
to be able to benefit not just myself but also my family and the society. And this is what I have
always wanted to do. So I gave up my job to start a new business..I struggled as an
entrepreneur, probably due to no prior knowledge in business and because I let my fears
prevent me from taking some actions. I had to consult my family for help occasionally. Till it
came to a point that they kept pressurizing me to get a Job and quit the business. Although I
have struggled so far in my first year in business but I always have the feelings I am in the right
place. A place where I can put my creativity to place and develop my skills. My family thinks am
under a kind of spell(Naothubillah) and they also say am disgracing the family engaging in such
kind of business. They also say it’s not going to work, but I know it's Allah who is the disposer of
affairs. My parents have also resorted into what looks like an emotional blackmail( saying am
heartless to be engaging in a business that is not profiting me) and they are also insisting that I
must obey them and go on to look for a job. My Dad has taken it up on himself to search for
jobs not and make me apply for them not considering if am interested or not. I understand the
importance of Obedience to Parents In our deen and I know they have been doing all this
because they want to see me succeed. I have played along with them so far so as avoid
incurring the anger of Allah. But sincerely I do not have any interest in any of those Jobs.. I
wanted to able to own my own business. I want to return to figuring out a way to succeed in
the business I started. I feel misplaced doing something else and I have continued to pray every
day for Allah to guide me and provide me a way to return to my business and to be able to
achieve excellence and breakthrough. I don't want to sever the ties of kinship but I feel restless
doing something else. I will be grateful if you can advise me on how to go about it.
Jazakumullah Khair
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Saheed,
I am sorry of not being of any help in this regard, I suggest that you need to consult a business
expert about this business that you have now and its potential. You need also to consult a
family specialist of how to deal with the insistence of your parents to get a job.
Wa Allah A’lam

Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------Questions 16: gifts to children
From: Ammar
Austria
Gifts/presents
Assalam Alaykum One short question to you: if I have two kids and I give 10.000$ as present to
one of them, because he needs it to expand his little business and The Other kid would also
Appreciate this Amount as a present but doesn't need it that much, because he is older and
could start a small business years before everything became more expensive (some years
before the world-crisis). Is it allowed to give one kid more than to the other? Or is it the same
way of splitting that I have to do as it would be after my death?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ammar,
Gift giving by a parent to children should be on equal footing and equal basis regardless of
gender, i.e., sons and daughters are all equal unlike inheritance. This is based on the famous
Hadith of the father of al Nu’man who wanted to give once of his children a gift and asked the
Prophet, pbuh, to be his witness on that, the Prophet asked him whether he is giving all his
children the same and when he answered no the Prophet, pbuh called the action Zulm
(injustice) and refused to be a witness on it. gift giving is on equal basis not like inheritance
where a male takes two shares and a female takes one share.
Equality may be in kind such as paying the expenses of marriage which may be different,
assuming similar level, from time to time, or may be in amount. but of course equality does not
refer to caused giving such as when a child is sick you give him medicine but you do not give all
others the same!
Of course children are not the same in business abilities and success, this is not an excuse to
give one more than the others, but if one is poor, giving him to sustain himself is an obligation
on the parent if the latter is able, this is a caused giving that does not require equality.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------Questions 17: Halal ways of making money
From: Abdallah
Canada
Making Money Online
Salamualaikum, I've always wanted to start some sort of online company or earn money online
at a tender age. I started going into it, and I started noticing how much prohibited things can
get in the way. What are some halal ways of making money online? Can you please clarify the
rulings on uploading files/writing for a website and getting paid from advertisement revenue. I

don't own the website, but I wanted to write for them and they choose the ads, and sometimes
they are halal, and sometimes not. Jazakullah.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Abdallah,
I cannot tell you what are the Halal on the internet and what are the Haram because both are
plenty. If you are earning from writing drafts of advertisements
the advertised
substance/action and the use of words and shape must be acceptable to Shari’ah. for instance
for advertising a car it is Haram to draw a girl in a bikini standing beside the car. If you write
articles the subject must be acceptable and useful and the use of word decent, etc.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------Questions 18: can furniture be given as Zakah?
From: Muslim
Assalam Alaykum My question is that I bought a furniture for myself but while purchasing that
it was in my mind that when my maid she is an orphanage will get married I will give her .now
my question is can I give that furniture in Zakah Because it was in my mind that I will replace it
by Zakah or Sadaqah so can I do that .and utilize that amount of money by myself or it is haram
for me.plz reply me urgently .
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Muslim,
giving any useful property as Sadaqah is of course permissible. What is not permissible is to give
a harmful thing because that is not considered a property in Shari’ah. examples of such harmful
things are a pack of cigarettes of a bottle of liquor. As Sadaqah you may give new or old items,
furniture, clothe or others.
Zakah can also be in kind or in money whatever is more useful to the recipient poor. If the poor
person who deserves Zakah is in need for furniture more than food, you better give him
furniture. Additionally, giving used furniture or any other used item as Zakah must be valued at
its present value on the day of giving, you cannot value it on the day you purchased it new.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
****************************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Aug. 18, 2015
Question 1: Debt is cheaper than equity and interest is tax deductible

From: Ibadun, Sri Lanka
I understand Riba-interest is haram, but practically debt is cheaper than equity and interest cost
attracts tax benefit also interest cost is not added to calculate a price of product which is based
on variable cost. I believe that Allah made this haram for some great reason not just like pricing
issues. Please, clarify me. Thanks.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ibadun
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Answering your question requires a book. Yes definitely it is a matter of paradigm not simply a
change of pricing method.
Prohibition of interest and Islamic finance affects the whole economic system, its performance,
historical development and crises.
I suggest that you make some homework by reading some of the writings on the issue, you may
find some of my books on Amazon and on the web for pay or for free.
For a small point, remember that the tax system is built to privilege interest structure, is this a
normal practice of human being while interest contracts themselves do not produce added
value as they only transfer wealth while any added value that may be created comes as a result
of the borrowers decisions and actions not from the contract itself, think of it please from
outside the box!
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------Question 2: Marrying the sister of one’s wife
From: Guest 2
Aselamaleikum. Is it permissible in Islam to marry two sisters (marrying a sister of one’s wife)?
What are the preconditions if it's allowed?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear questioner,
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
No, it is not permissible to marry two sisters. It is absolutely prohibited. No exceptions.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------Question 3: selling the house to invest in business
From: Guest 3
Assalam Alaykum. Is it ok to sell house and invest all money in business, while the family has to

rent a flat?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear questioner
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
This is an economic decision one may take, no Shari’ah issue in it.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------Question 4: can one who owns Nisab deserve Zakah?
From: Guest 4
As-salamu Alaykum. Can we give, from our Zakah, to someone who meets current Nisab and
they themselves should be giving Zakah?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Questioner
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
As a principle, No it is not permissible to give Zakah to a person who is required to pay Zakah.
This person is rich by owning Nisab and being to pay Zakah. One may find some odd
hypothetical cases is some Fiqh books of this kind of a person being deserving Zakah and at the
same time payer of Zakah. These odd cases result from wrong Fatwa not from correct
situations.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------Question 5: My father took loans on interest and he pays my education tuitions
From: Muhammad
Using Parent's Money while he is paying interest
As-salamu Alaykum. I am 23 years old and recently graduated college. So I decided to go to the
US for my higher studies in the US and Alhamdulillah I got an admission to a university in
Ramadan itself, which I believe was a blessing from the Almighty.
But since I haven't started earning money by myself, my father will be paying for my education
in the US University. My father resides in the Middle East and does business there. But he has
taken loans both in the middle east and in India for purchasing either vehicles or land. I tried to
convince him to pay up and finish the loans but he insists that the loans in Middle Eastern banks
are Islamic Finance and that he will eventually pay the loans in India. But the fact is that he is
paying interest for the loans in both areas.
Now my question is that since I am living off my parent's money and he is paying interest, If I go

to the US to pursue my education, will my livelihood be Haram as it has its base on Interest and
Loans? Should I cancel my plans to study for now until I find a Halal way to finance my
education? It was a big dream for me to study there but I am willing to give up on it for the sake
of Allah. So please do give an answer at the earliest as I am preparing my documents for the
travel already.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Muhammad
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Please first notice the following:
1. Finance that your father is getting in the middle east may very well be Islamic, you cannot
make a statement before you study them specifically. BTW, Islamic finance cannot be on loan
basis, this means there cannot be Islamic loan as you mentioned in the question.
2. You said that your father makes business in the Gulf. So his income is from business not
from interest. Your question shows that your father pays interest not earns it. is his business to
give loans on interest. If not as it is apparent from your statements, his income is not Haram.
3.
If you are going to finance your travel, education and living expenses from an interestbased loan you or your father will contract with a bank, I suggest to you to avoid that and
postpone your study. But if your father is financing your study from his income (and wealth) not
from a bank loan, I suggest to you to take this opportunity and go for it.
4. Keep advising your father very gently to avoid interest transactions anywhere in the world
and to keep all his business on Halal basis. There are several Islamic banks in the Gulf that offer
Islamic finance. and remember it is Haram to pay interest as much as it is Haram to take it.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------Question 6: online pirated textbooks
From: Oumer
Online Textbooks
Assalam Alaykum. Is it permissible to get online textbooks from websites that post them for
free, as long as they were obtained by legally legitimate means? I believe an analogy would be
giving away a physical textbook for free or lending it out after buying it yourself.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Oumer
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
As you described it, yes it is permissible.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin

Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------------Question 7: Financing graduate studies
From: Muhammad
Islamic Finance for Education
As-salamu Alaykum have been trying to find an answer to my question but couldn't find it
anywhere in the Internet. I am planning to pursue graduate studies but the fee for it is too high.
So I am looking for a way to finance my education through an Islamic Bank.
But the problem is that I could find how Shari’ah and Islamic finance can be applied to purchase
of commodities, but I could not find it in my case where I will have to get the whole amount
and pay it back in installments. Please do let me know how Islamic Finance works in such a
scenario.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Muhammad,
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Not all things may be finance according to Shari’ah but in fact most things.
Education may be financed by an Islamic bank (it is actually done in many countries today) as
follows: the IB buys the service of education from a university and sells it (credit hours) to the
student on deferred payment basis. Air-tickets, renting apartment, even food purchase can be
done similarly. The basis of this is Ijarah contract which applies to usufruct of assets and to
services of person (with or without their own assets like a car with a driver).
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------Question 8: Giving Zakah of al Fitr to her Christian mother
From: Nacer
Assalam Alaykum. I have a question about Zakahul-Fitr I had a talk with a Muslima reverts , she
lives in Ireland, she wanted to give her Zakah to her Mum who is in need , and her Mum is a
Christian I want to know if it's permissible to give it to a non-Muslim?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Nacer,
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
As a principle NO. Zakah al Fitr should only be given to Muslim needy. Besides she must always
give to her mother from her own not from Zakah if her mother is in need. She is responsible to
support her financially and make her live like herself, regardless of whether a parent is Muslim
or not. As she is responsible for her mother, she cannot cannot give her from Zakah at all.
Wa Allah A’lam

Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------Question 9: Investing in Art Gallery
From: Meharab
Investment
As-salamu Alaykum what is the opinion about investing in art gallery? I would like to buy some
shares of an art gallery. There are five artists working in that gallery, they produce paintings like
landscape, and portrait and sale through their showrooms. Investing this type art business is
halal? Please, answer me.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Meharab,
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
It is permissible as long as they do not produce obscene paintings or paintings of adolescent
religions.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------Question 10: Installment financing on interest
From: Serif
Location: Austria
Company Which Offers Installment Financing
Assalam Alaykum. I am currently working in a company as a software engineer. We have an
online shop and we offer installment financing (which includes interest) as a payment method
(the contract is with the bank, not with us).
I will have to reinstall the online shop in a few months and I will also have to reinstall the
installment financing payment method (a button where customers can be directed to the banks
website/contract).
The problem is that even if I leave this job I won't find a company where this is not involved. My
father even told me that in the case I leave this job for the reasons mentioned above, he will
point out a million things where interest is involved at my next working place (he is a lawyer).
Can I work as a software engineer at a company which offers installment financing?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Serif,
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
You certainly do not expect me to say that it is OK to install a program that is used exclusively to
apply for an interest-based loan. this is not OK , it is rather Haram. This does not mean that you

should leave your job as most of its functions are within the permissible range. I suggest that
you should have this part be done by a non-Muslim colleague. I understand that working in any
Western country may expose you to such Shari’ah violation, please keep always your effort to
avoid the Haram as much as you can and seek help from God to be always obedient of His
commands, keep Istighfar and Sadaqah which always remedy minor sins.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------Question 11: Zakah on Residential Plot
From: Muhammad
Aslam o Alaykum I have purchased a residential plot in a city where I am not residing at the
moment. My intention is to sell the plot at an appropriate time and use the money to build or
purchase my own house. Do I have to give Zakah on the for the plot.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Muhammad,
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Yes, it is subject to Zakah, please notice that you purchased it for the purpose of selling at a
profit, so that makes you one time trader of lands and this is your inventory of properties
purchased for the purpose of sale on profit. isn’t it so clear?
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------Question 12: physicians taking commissions from pathology labs
From: Guest 5
Many doctors take commission from the hospital or pathology lab but it is from the profit of
hospital or pathology lab owner. They are not taking any extra money with patients. So, is it
halal to take commission?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear questioner,
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
This is a kick back, claiming it is from the pocket of hospitals or labs is incorrect. It is in fact from
patients. If it is eliminated rates of services will go down! It is against the law in many countries
such as US and Canada and most European countries, but I know it is unfortunately practiced is
India and Pakistan.
As long as the patient is not informed it is not permissible to take. The patient must be
informed of it it’s a kind of bribe and not permissible to take or give.

Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Sept. 2, 2015
Questions 1: Way of paying Zakah
From: Guest 1
Assalam Alaykum,
Following is how I pay my Zakah. Please let me know if I'm doing the right way.
-On the last day of Islamic year, I add up balances and values of my bank accounts, gold jewelry,
mutual funds, IRA account, and then I pay 2.5% of the total to my own Charitable Foundation
which will spend that amount throughout the year as need arises. I do not deduct any amount
for my household expenses, because in the past I did not pay Zakah for many years. However, I
spent on general charity.
Jazaka Allah Khair
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Guest
What you are doing in calculating the due Zakah is correct. Probably, you do not have other
investments in addition to mutual funds and IRA, if you do you should add any investments in
real estates, shares and the like and any debts you own on others like friends and family if you
believe that these debts are going to be paid back to you. Not deducting any expenses is correct
as your expenses are already gone from bank accounts and the like. apparently you are still
working and earning income; professional income or salary so that your expenses for the short
period after the beginning of the year will come out of this new earnings. This correct too, you
need not make any deduction from the total on which you take 2.5%.
Additionally, since it is your own charitable organization and I assume you runs it, I suggest that
you start paying to it the Zakah of the current year, not the past year as you are doing now. My
reason is the following: since you run it, it is still under your control. This equivalent to being
not paid until the charity actually distribute it to the poor during the year. Zakah, when it is due,
must go out of your control into the ownership of the poor and needy. On the other hand it is
permissible to pay Zakah during the year and make the calculation at the end, then you only
pay the balance. In this case you are not delaying its payment as the balance will be small and
can be disposed of shortly.
Finally I like to advise you that whenever you pay other charity to persons who are deservants
of Zakah make the intention that this is for past years Zakah that you said did not pay. Zakah is
due on every Muslim and does not die out by the passage of time. You really are still required
to estimate the due Zakah for all these past years and pay it, it is the definite and determined
right of the poor as the Qur’an describes it.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin

Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------Questions 2: increasing financial gains
From: Guest 2
Asalamalaikum ! How can a person increase his financial gains within legal limits what are the
ways how one can get profit and up bring their children and family when a husband is not
responsible for the future of children do how can a wife as well mother help them in a right
way.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sister
Of course you can do a lot for them. Most important is to raise them as efficient active
performers so that they can earn their living and gain good and pure income. Of course you can
also work whether from home or outside and help them financially through paying for good
schooling and good social environment. Wives are not confined to stay home without work and
without income.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------Questions 3: What % share of husband’s salary goes to his mother?
From: Guest 3
Assalam Alaykum , I want to know that what %of share in my husband ""s salary will go to his
mother? And %for his wife and kids? My husband gives 70% of his salary to his mother, married
sisters and brother, is it justified in Islam ? I have all time mental sickness due to this, what
Allah says, I want to know with reference to Quran and Hadith .
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sister,
The Qur’an does not give percentages. It give a principle that is a guidance and people
implement them. in this regard, the Qur’an requires that every person must spend according to
his/her ability (the Qur’an 66:6 and 7).
If one’s mother no income or wealth to spend on herself, her child is definitely required to
spend on her to make her live as good as him/herself and his own children and wife. Spending
on all is based on fulfilling their needs and providing them good quality of living depending on
his financial ability. It is not appropriate to make some (whether mother or wife) live higher
than the other. This is the application of the rules of the Qur’an.

Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------Questions 4: is leasing my farm permissible?
From: Guest
for livelihood for the movement for my family. Allah has blessed me with obedient compatible
wife bearing when I am like this. With a rental income and some other source by giving general
school tuitions my wife manages the household. I had a farm which bore coconut fruits as good
income source for family. Now as the trees got older and taller I have removed the trees from
the farm. Now I have kept the farm idle without any crop activity. I intended to lease the land
on annual rent for good tenant. I have shun this thinking because this is not Islamically correct. I
have the water source and its infrastructure intact. Question is if leasing for rent is un-Islamic
how can I bring in … trusted prospective farmer who will bring in income to supplement my
income. Whether be it by sharing of income and methodology to do so
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Brother
I am surprised that you are still young and do nothing for living. A person of your age is in a
prime time to work and earn!
On the other hand. Renting a farm land for an amount of cash is permissible in Shari’ah. what is
not permissible is to rent it for the crop that comes in a determined section of it because in this
case this section may not give adequate return. Renting a farm land for a given amount of
money is as permissible as renting a building a car. This is the ruling of all four schools of Fiqh.
There is a Hadith narrated by Rafi’ bin Khadij about prohibiting renting land but its
interpretation is limited to the practice of renting it for the crop of a specific portion of the
farm.
Of course you can also give the land on crop sharing: determining a percentage of the gross
value of the crop to you provided you also determine who is going to pay for seeds, fertilizers,
pesticides and hired labor. Of course if the farmer will pay for all that his share of the gross
value will be higher and if you will pay for some of these your share will be higher. The share
should be determined fairly according to the market norms in your area.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
Islamic Finance and Economics
-----------------------------------------------Questions 5: Buy a house on mortgage
From: MOHAMMAD
I want to buy a house with mortgage. Is it haram?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim

Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Muhammad,
Yes, if Islamic finance is available to you. If Islamic finance does not exist in your area and you
live in Western countries and you have a family and children to care for, etc. it may be
permissible out of necessity depending situations
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------Questions 6: Donations to local hospital and educational foundations
From: Abdul Chaudhri
Can we donate Fitrah and Zakah to local hospital, homeless shelters and educational
foundations. I\'ll appreciate your response.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Abdul,
Zakah and Fitrah must be made owned by deserving Muslim recipients. It is the responsibility of
the payer to be sure that it is given to poor and needy on ownership basis. Giving it to
organizations is equivalent to assigning these organizations to distribute it on your behalf.
Therefore if you are sure that an organization has the knowledge and ability of determining the
deserving Muslim poor and needy and give your Zakah to them, it is permissible. If you are not
sure you should either give it to a charitable organization that is well reputed of such
knowledge and ability or distribute it yourself.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------Questions 7: Zakah on shares held in the company
Shares not for trading Zakah
From: Mohammed
I owned shares at two companies I worked for. The company put a condition on me, if I want to
be promoted to be one of the senior managers, to buy the company's shares. I wanted to do
that as it will benefit me with my job and financially if and when I sell. Didn’t have full control to
sell the shares all the time I owned them as this was tied to the internal market. Do I have to
pay Zakah? if I do, can I claim the Sadaqah I paid in the past to my brother as I didn't know I had
to pay z
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Muhammad,

Shares, at their market value on the day Zakah is due are part of your wealth and subject to
Zakah whether you intend to sell them or not. (I am fully aware that there is an opinion
otherwise but it has no evidence to support it and it is incorrect).
On the distribution side, your brother cannot be a recipient of your Zakah because if he is poor,
you are responsible for him and if he is not poor he does not deserve Zakah. Whether you give
him assistance in the past or in the future. Besides, Zakah when paid requires intention because
it is a worship like prayers. If you give a Sadaqah in the past without intention of Zakah, that is a
Sadaqah and cannot be later deducted from due Zakah.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
Islamic Finance and Economics
------------------------------------------------Questions 9: Zakah calculation
How to calculate Zakah with home & car loan?
From: Mohammad
Salaam Alaykum I have around $50,000 cash and gold. I also have $250,000 bank loan for my
home and car. Do I need to pay Zakah? if yes, please let me know how much. Mohammad
Rahman
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Mohammad,
You did not tell me the full story, my dear, I will complete it to you?. You also work and have
income of xxx amount out of which you pay the installments of the loans on the house and the
car. With this addition, here is the way you calculate Zakah: on the Day when Zakah is due (the
354th day after having Nisab for the first time) you add up all bank accounts, cash, gold,
investments, etc. Suppose the day before you got you monthly salary, you deduct from that
total your estimate payments for car and home and expenses and any other payments until the
next salary day. The balance should be multiplied by 2.5%. the rule is: you deduct only amounts
that are going to be paid out of the existing total you have on the day of Zakah not any amounts
that are going to be paid out of future incomes.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------Questions 10: Mortgage agent earning commission
From: Mohammad, Canada
As-salamu Alaykum, respected scholars. I would like to know whether it is permissible to earn
commission income working as a mortgage agent in conventional western banking (Toronto,
Ontario, Canada)? is it halal lawful or unlawful? provided dear respected scholars, Islamic
finance institutions are scarce here in Ontario and mortgage agent acts as a middleman

between the company seller and customer buyer, hence remuneration are based on salesservices. Jazakum Allah Khayran.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Muhammad,
Providing info about mortgage to customers is not Haram although it may be exactly on the
border of Haram. But helping a customer writing an application for a conventional mortgage is
not permissible in Shari’ah. this is a part of writing Riba which falls under the curse that is
mentioned by the Prophet, pbuh.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------Questions 11: inheritance of grandfather
From: Yunus, Kenya
Assalam Alaykum, My Grandfather passed away and left some property which needs to be
distributed. He left the following relative/sibling: No Parents, 1 daughter, 3 sons (from 3 wives
meaning each son from different mother)Unfortunately all sons are deceased. Two of the
deceased sons were not blessed to leave any children. but one son who shares mother with
remaining daughter left several children. The two sons who never left any child, have sister and
brother who were never sired by my grandfather. kindly help me to know the proportion share
of each person. using example of 1,000,000 (one million shillings)Maasalam, Yunus
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Yunus,
Siblings from mother side only are irrelevant to the inheritance of your grandfather. In short
your grandfather is survived by a daughter and children of a son. If he is survived by any wives;
one or more, they take 1/8 of his net estate after expenses, debts and taxes if any. Out of 1000
that is 125 which should be distributed equally between the wives if they are more than one.
The remainder is divided in two halves; one half goes to the deceased daughter, i.e., out of the
said 1000, she takes 437.5, the other half should be distributed to the children of the deceased
son (you and your siblings) on the basis of 2 shares to a male and one share to a female. If he is
not survived by any wives, the share of the daughter becomes 500 so is the share of
grandchildren.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------Questions 12: Loan from an Islamic bank
From: Sam

I have seen website of Qatar Islamic Bank. They have facilities for personal loans and it is
written that the loan is Shari’ah complaint as well and it is an Islamic bank. Now I want to know
that whether taking that loan would be permissible or not. The link is
http://www.qib.com.qa/en/personal/financing/personalfinance.aspx. This is the link of an
Islamic bank in Qatar. they have Shari’ah supervisory board also which you can see in their
website. I want to know whether taking loan from such a bank is allowed or not. They claim
that loan is fully Shari’ah compliant
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Sam,
This is a thorny issue in today’s Islamic banking in Qatar and in some other countries. Some, not
deep Shari’ah scholars approve such loan on the basis of a trick (buying local shares or platinum
from London Metal Exchange, selling them to the customer on credit, then selling them again,
on behalf of the customer for cash to give it to the customer). The OIC Fiqh Academy which has
more than 200 great Shari’ah Scholars and other Fiqh Academies consider this a dirty trick and
any increments in such loans are pure Riba which is prohibited. I believe this is absolutely
Haram and those Shari’ah boards that approve it are totally wrong.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------Questions 13: Employment in an Insurance company
From: Zara
As-salamu `Alaykum. I wanted to know if it's okay from Islam's perspective to work in an
insurance company (that doesn't provide Islamic insurance), provided we don't handle the
interest documents in the business? For e.g. can we work as underwriters?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Zara,
As a principle, it is not Haram but it is certainly controversial as there are many scholars who
consider conventional insurance not permissible.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
****************************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Sept. 17, 2015
Questions 1:

From: Guest 1
Assalam Alaykum
Is it OK working with a bank coz I believe that whatever the salary comes out of it is truly
interest accumulated and I've seen myself how people get entangled and pay their dues...
Allah Subhanahu warns us about Riba(interest) paying it, taking it or even testifying between
the both...
Secondly is it permissible to take a life cover like, health insurance life insurance etc...
Please clarify
Jazaakum Allah Khairan
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Guest
While working in a bank in areas that do not include writing a contract, signing it, verifying its
application and the like, is not Haram, it is very close to the Haram. Obviously it is helping the
Haram. As for the salary it is received against work. If the work you give is permissible so is the
salary, it is none of your business where the payer gets the money from. you receive a salary
not Riba of a debt or a loan. this is the Fatwa and the Taqwa is to stay away from Riba and its
touching lines.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------Questions 2: what do I read to become rich?
From: Guest 2
Assalam Alaykum! What surah or ayah can I read to become rich (to get more Rizq)? Jazakumu
Allah Khairan.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear guest,
Read anything but add with it hard work and good planning and spending behavior.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------Questions 3: Charity box in a Mosque
From: Guest 3
Is it allowed to place in a mosque charity box? Imam of our mosque refused us in this without
any explanation.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim

Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Guest
It is permissible, there is nothing to prevent it. sometimes if the mosque is not in a Muslim
majority country it needs such a box to collect for its own expenses as government do not
spend on mosques.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------Questions 4: who is responsible to pay Zakah of al Fitr?
From: Guest 4
As' salamu Alaykum,
Who is responsible for paying Zakah al Fitr for adult, unmarried, working children, still living
with parents? Father or themselves?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear guest,
Exactly they earning children living with their parents should spend on their parents, and it is
only a generosity of the father if he let you save your income and he takes care of all expenses.
If the father is generous to spend on you he will also pay Zakahul Fitr. But it is permissible for
either of you to pay it.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------Questions 5: Online Forex
From: Guest 5
Please advise me is online Forex trading halal or not
JazakAllah Khair
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Guest.
No it is not permissible: on the minute details it has no real sale and purchase with possession
of each in between. On the macro level it is harmful.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------

Questions 6: Zakah on advance payments
From: Guest 6
I'm a Finance Manager for a private company, so that I would like to ask you about if it's
obligatory to pay Zakah on our advance payments i.e sometimes we receive money as an
advance for the next six months.
Please advise.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Guest
You mean paying Zakah. For the company Zakah is on its net worth only. This means that
advances it receive from customers are deducted.
For advances on Salary, the matter depend on the balance you have on the day when Zakah is
due, it does not matter whether this balance is from advances or others as long as you own it.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------Questions 7: Money changers and checks cashers
From: Haya
Philippines
Assalam Alaykum admin I would like to ask if Islam allows money changer business like a money
changer change a check from individual like a check contains 10 thousand pesos has a charge
1% each check as service charge instead of going to an issuer bank they come to our office
because we don’t practice three days clearing only that we charge 1% each transaction. since
my partner is the one who runs our office she gives me half of the 1% she gains in every
transaction she had. I want to know if Islam allows that kind of a business
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Haya,
The business of money changer is changing one currency for another, like pesos for dollars or
the reverse. This is permissible provided both currencies are delivered at the same time of
contract, i.e. hand to hand. The Prophet, pbuh,
Made this requirement in a highly authentic Hadith.
The question is apparently about check cashing not money changing. Some money changer
make also check cashing. Check cashing for a small fee is permissible provided it does not hide
interest for the three day clearance that you mentioned. Accordingly, it seems to me that 1%
includes an interest for the three days, looks like too much for simply helping the cashing of a
check. Cashing check is a matter of sending a person to the nearest branch of the bank and
getting the money. In may be for a fee that is equal the cost of this action plus a small overhead
charge, but certainly not 1% of the amount of the check. If it is done against a fixed reasonable
fee, it is not Haram and if the amount of charge contains interest for these three days, this part

of the fee is a prohibited Riba.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------Questions 8: Inheritance as Mothers
From: Saima, Canada
AA, I have just the one question. My husband and I built our home overseas where we have
allowed his mother and siblings to live with their families for some time as they try and save
their money for their own home. My question is that since his name is the only one on the
property, in Pakistan, should anything happen to him, God forbid, will his mother and siblings
have any right to an inheritance? Please respond as soon as possible. Respect and duas to you
for this information.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Saima,
His mother is a definite heir, his siblings may inherit if he has no children and no father.
If you contribute to the property together better have it in both names together on any % that
you like between yourselves. According to Shari’ah parents of a person always inherit whether
the deceased is male or female and whether they left children or not. If the deceased left at
least one male child or no children but a father, no siblings may inherit at all.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------Questions 9: Online trading
From: Ayub, India
Dear Scholar ASAK I would like to ask about online trading whether it is permissible in eyes of
Islam Please explain me elaborately Thank You in Advance Jazaka Allah.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ayub,
Trading of commodities on line is permissible, you can make the sale and purchase for spot
payment or on credit. Buying or selling currencies on line or by telephone with a bank is
permissible if debit and credit is done immediately in your two currencies accounts with the
bank. if not it is not permissible because taking immediate delivery is a must in currencies.
Trading currencies on line with exchange platform like FOREX is not permissible because it is
harmful on the macro and no real delivery is ever done although they make fake credit and
debit.
Wa Allah A’lam

Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------Questions 10: Zakah on plots of land
From: Sam, India
Zakah on Plots
dear sir, if I have bought two plots of land for residential purposes on which I intend to make
house for me in future. then I think I don't have to pay Zakah on them as they are for my
personal use only not for trade. but if in future I buy some more land but I don’t know in
advance what I will do with that land, either that will also come under personal use or I can sell
it later to get money to finance something , say for example my children education or marriage.
So do I have to give Zakah on those plots as well as they will be there but without any intention
of their use?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Sam,
You are correct about the land for residence. For other lands you certainly know their use: now
they are a store of wealth and in the future they may be added to residence or sold. But
definitely now they are a store of wealth like the Bedouin at the time of the Prophet, pbuh,
who owns a herd of camels. These are definitely subject to Zakah every year. Owning them
makes you a rich man.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------Questions 11: Is Sacrifice is obligatory if one has paid Zakah
From: Umu Fatimah, Pakistan
Sir, It’s been 2 years I’m married with a 6 months old baby. I paid Zakah this year as I had
savings and jewelry from my wedding. Zakah was taken out from my savings. Our monthly
income only meets our monthly expenses. My question is whether it is obligatory for us to do
animal sacrifice on eid ul adha or it is still considered as Sunnah?!Thank You!
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Umu Fatimah,
In Hanafi school, it is Wajib if you any extra above your needs. If your income does not leave
you any extra, you need not to make the sacrifice for Eid al Adha.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf

------------------------------------------------Questions 12: Reward for the deceased by Sadaqah of his children
From: Muhammad, Malaysia
Assalamualaikum...my father has passed away a few months ago. My siblings has agreed to give
me trust to manage all money donated by crowd and his account savings. We used that money
to organize feast for our late father. At the same time, every Friday, I have withdrawn a few of
his (my late father) money donated to the mosques. I'm hoping that my late father getting
rewards from Allah s.w.t. My question is, is it allowed in Islam? Thank you.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Muhammad,
Of course it is allowed to give Sadaqah for the mosque expenses or other good causes.
Remember this money now is owned by the heirs; his children and wife(s) and parents if any is
alive. The Sadaqah is from the property of the heirs and their prayers to their father is good and
I am sure with their prayers and giving Sadaqah from what they inherit from him a lot of reward
will definitely reach him InShaAllah.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------Questions 13: Loan/Permissible to take loan from Islamic bank
From: Syed
Dear Sir, Assalammualaikum, My question is some Islamic banks in my country lends personal
loan to their customers and they charge fixed percentage as profit rate. Is it permissible to take
these loans and is it permissible to work for these types of banks. These banks give one month
advance salary to those who have salary a/c and charge fixed amount as service charge. Is this
permissible to pay service charge on advance salary? I would be grateful to you if you put
highlights on above questions. Regards Syed Ameen
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Syed,
They do that in a way called Tawarruq. They buy a commodity from any market, sell it on credit
to the customer and then sell it for cash in the market back to give him the cash. They claim
that this is permissible. The OIC Fiqh Academy said clearly in a decision 2009 happen then to be
meeting in UAE, Sharjah, that this Haram and pure Riba. It is not permissible for any Muslim to
take this kind of loan. it is wrong for the Islamic bank to do this but it is not Haram to work in an
Islamic bank, just do not accept to do this kind of transaction. Same this is the advance on
Salary.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam

Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------Questions 14: prizes for opening a current account
From: Abdullah, Nigeria
As-salam Alaykum, I open an account in one of the banks in my country, before I open the
account I was told that they are doing a kind of promo, they (one of the bank official) say if I can
deposit a certain amount I will be qualify to win a million naira (Nigeria currency) . Now my
question is that, win such amount is it not a Usury
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Abdullah,
No, this is not interest, it is a promotion prize.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------------------Questions 15: Interest loan for marriage
From: Abdullah, Nigeria
SALAMU ALAYKUM WARAHAMATULLAH.HONESTLY I AM UNDER SERIOUS PRESSURE OF
COMMITTING ZINA, FOR THAT REASON IS IT PERMISSIBLE TO COLLECT INTEREST LOAN TO
MARRY? OR IS THEY ANY OTHER CONDITION IN WHICH ONE CAN COLLECT INTEREST LOAN?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Abdullah,
Just read the Qur’an and practice more frequent fasting you will InShaAllah avoid Zina. Riba if
collected cannot be used for other than giving to charity with no Sadaqah reward simply
because it is not owned by you. Besides, are you kidding, if you do not have money how can
you collect Riba, to get Riba from banks you need large deposits? use these large deposits to
get married!
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------------Questions 16: pirated eBooks
From: Star, Pakistan
EBooks and Media
Sir I used to download music and eBooks. My intention was not of theft and I never benefited
financially from these. Sometimes I shared them with family. I have repented. Do I have to pay
them. I am unemployed . And since these are un-Islamic , is it ok to buy them . If so how much
should I pay, the price which was at the time I downloaded or current price.? Is there any other

way, if I can’t pay.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Star,
What has been done in the past is done. It is a past now, if you are unemployed and have no
money just repent to God and do not repeat these acts.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------Questions 17: Giving wife’s jewelry to his father
From: Rukkiyah
Assalam Alaykum I’m a married Muslim woman from India. it’s been 5 since we’ve been
married. My dad given a quite good amount of money and gold as dowry. my gold had been
with my hubby since then. recently when I ask about my jewelries he revealed that it’s not with
him but with his dad. he had given my jewelries in custody of my father in law as he was a man
which loads of debt. he promised me he would give everything back to me when his dad feels
to. he had given everything to my father in law without my permission and said that he
wouldn’t ask anything back as he loves his father a lot more than anything. Alhamdulillah now
my husband is on hajj pilgrimage. my question is whether his hajj be accepted because he has
not cleared his debt with me. what he did is right or wrong? pls reply. It would be better if it is
not posted.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Rukkiyah,
If you gave the jewelry as a trust to him he did wrong but this has nothing to do with the Hajj
matter. InShaAllah his Hajj is OK and he will give you back your jewelries.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------Questions 18: Zakah Calculation
From: Abdul, India
My monthly salary is 2,500 USD from Ramadan 1st of the year 1. After meeting my all expenses
I am saving 1,000 USD per month. If it is like that, on 1st day of Ramadan of Year 2, I will have
total cash/bank balance of 12,000 USD. On 1st Rajab of Year 2 I bought one small land for USD
10,000(out of my saving) as an investment. Every month I am continually saving 1,000/- USD
and I will have cash/ bank balance 14,000 USD (calculated as below) as on Ramadan 1st of Year
3. 1st year Saving: 1,000*12= 12,000 USD2nd Year saving: 1,000*12= 12,000 USD Less: Invested
in Land: = (10000)USD Balance on Ramadan 1st of Year 3= 14,000 USD I have questions in this

scenario’
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Abdul Jelil,
As you notice the three question did not come to me. But I may save your time.
If at the beginning of having salaries you have a Nisab (approximately US$ 1500) your Zakah at
the end of first 12 lunar month is 2.5%x 12000 and you Zakah after 24 month that is end of
second year is 2.5% x (14000 + the market value of the land that you bought for investment).
buying for investment means you buy it to sell it in the future for a higher price, it is then
subject to Zakah at market value.
If at the beginning you have zero, start your Zakah year when you have accumulated 1500
Dollar.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------Questions 19: Using the child benefits
From: Masooma
Salam, I have some issues between my husband which I wish to discuss. He works full time as a
gas man and I am a stay at home mum. We have 4 children. We are in receipt of child benefit
and child tax credits which most people in uk receive. I receive these benefits, paid into my
bank account each month. My husband states that these are not for the children and should be
shared by the family. I am responsible for all the children’s expenses since I am a housewife. I
also pay for the upkeep of my car, petrol road tax, mot, insurance etc. I also purchase food with
the benefits(not all but some). My husband states that since I receive benefits he doesn't have
to provide me with clothing, shoes and anything that I need for myself. I was under the
impression that the husband is responsible for his wife financially. Am I wrong in asking my
husband to cloth me if I am receipt of benefits. Obviously not all the money I receive is spent, I
am saving for my girls education and marriages since my husband is very unreliable. Many
thanks
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Masooma,
The principle is as you mentioned. Husband/father is responsible for the expenses of the family
including personal expenses of his wife. The government is not responsible as a matter of fact.
It is only when he is not able to undertake all the expenses that government step in to help.
These children benefits are also meant to be spent (not saved). This is the objective of the
benefits paid by government. The government benefits are meant to support his income not to
replace and gets out of the hook. Now if you take care of all expenses and still safe some, what
does he do with his income, he should save it for the children education and girls marriage. He
is the one who is responsible for all that. If this is what he is doing I think you should cooperate

together on these savings. If he does other thing with it like cigarettes and may be gambling
there is a serious problem . He must stand to his family responsibility toward you and his
children.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------Questions 20: giving false info in the CV for employment
From: Zahid, Bangladesh
AssalamuAlaikum. I am doing a job for a couple months in a Korean company. But during
interview, in my CV I added some experiences which I didn't have. And for getting that job this
fraud experience was crucial. Now my performance isn't that good but my boss is using me in
other fields where I can work. Whatever my output I really work hard. I am planning to leave
the job next month. Will my two month's income halal or haram? I'd also like to tell the truth to
my boss but if I do it my friends who helped me to brought here may horrible hassles. Still I
have plan to seek forgiveness from my boss after a long time when my friends will be safe. I am
always in tension that if Allah don't grant my Ibadah for this mistake. I want to be tension free
as my mind is so delicate. I don't know what to do. Please show me a way out. JazakAllah
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Zahid,
Since you are leaving this job, just hide your secret to yourself. The salary you receive is for the
work you are doing not for the lie you made in the CV. Itself is the price of the work hours and
you said you work hard, MaShaAllah. Keep making Istighfar and do not tell anyone including
your boss about your sins and go on new to a fresh job with a corrected CV and without guilt
feeling>All is the Greatest forgiver.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------Questions 21: Gift to his niece
From: Muhammad, UK
Hiba or inheritance
Assalamu'Alaikum, My grandfather (paternal) died around recently. A year or so before he died,
he gifted some land to his niece (Brothers daughter who is also his daughter in law). Her
husband (my uncle is alive). The land is very expensive and my father was expecting this to be
passed down to the heirs (including himself) so that they can sell this land in order for the less
well-off heirs to be made financially secure. Aside from this land, there is other land which is of
considerably lower value. Is this a valid Hiba considering that the land provided to the niece is
so valuable and the nieces brothers already own the surround lands. It would also mean that
my cousins will ultimately own the land (through inheritance when their parents die) which my
own father financially contributed towards (but legally owned by my grandfather). Without this

land, some of the heirs will continue to struggle and be dependent on family donations which
cannot continue indefinitely and family ties will be undoubtedly broken. I appreciate this is not
a straightforward case. Please advise as we want to ensure that there is fair distribution of
remaining wealth.JazakAllah'Khairan
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Muhammad,
An owner is free to do whatever he pleases with his own property. If your grandfather gave a
gift while in normal health not on the death bed whatever he did is absolutely valid and all the
heirs, poor or rich, have no right whatsoever to interfere in what he did, if they are poor or will
remain poor that if their own matter, they should work harder and wiser and become rich.
Grandfather is not responsible to make them rich (all your lengthy argument means nothing to
the freedom an owner has). This is a gift from him to anybody which does not give you or your
father or any other heirs any right to interfere in.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------Questions 22: Jizya and Kharaj
From: Muhammad, Canada
Salamu Alaykum I have a few questions first about kharaj tax how much was it and what was it
applied too? and also regarding jizya and kharaj are they required to be collected in the 21st
century? and does it make one a kafir if he doesn't apply some Shari’ah rulings in an Islamic
state please help me as these questions are causing me to question my faith thank you
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Muhammad,
Kharaj was the rent of land that is owned by the whole society. When the Prophet, pbuh,
conquered the land of Khayber which was in the hands of some Jewish tribes (now in northwest
of Saudi Arabia) the international law was that land becomes owned by conqueror and
defeated people become slaves. He, pbuh, was more merciful that he did not take them as
slaves and he left them to farm the land which his State became owner of on the condition of
50/50 of the crops and fruits. He made « of this land as a permanent property of the whole
society to be a source of finance for the public budget. This rent is the Kharaj. Umar, the second
Khalifa, applied same principle on lands of Syria, Iraq, Iran, Egypt and other lands conquered in
his time. The Kharaj may be a percentage of the agricultural output or may be a set amount. it
is the rent of such land. It does not apply to any land that was not conquered in war. In other
words, land of people who became Muslim like in lands of Bangladesh, Malaysia and Indonesia
cannot be considered owned by the society, and they are still owned personally by their own
respective owners and there is no rent (kharaj ) for them.
Another factor should be added: time passed many of the lands conquered by Umar was

occupied by European armies in the first part of the 20th century. Later people fought for their
independence and freedom and they got them. do we start anew in these land? Yes. In other
words even the land of Syria, Iraq, Iran, Egypt, etc. is not more necessarily a Kharaj land. Some
scholars argue though that they are still as we go back to the way it was before foreign
occupation.
Jiziah in mentioned in the Qur’an. It is a toll (head) tax on conquered people which should be
imposed when the Islamic state conquers a foreign land. It is considered as a price of
administrative and military services provided to the conquered people (when Khalid bin al
Waleed felt that he was unable to provide this protection he returned collected Jiziah to the
conquered people in Syria who were not Muslim). Of course it applied to non-Muslim because
simply it is unacceptable to conquer a Muslim people/country. Now if we create an Islamic rule
in any area of the land by voting and by constitutional process and apply the rules of Shari’ah in
such a country, the non-Muslim citizen are already existing with us in that land, they are not
conquered. Accordingly you cannot apply the rule of Jiziah on them, you rather have to apply
the rule of equality between them and Muslims because they are partner in creating and
managing the country. Notice when the Prophet, pbuh, migrated to Madinah and established
the first Islamic state peacefully not by a fighting army there were Jews and pagans and he did
not impose Jiziah on them, they were partner in that state as the constitution (By the way, it
was the first written constitution in the history of humanity, it is well known and documented
and quoted in full text in the Book of the late Professor Hamidullah who died just a few years
ago) he issued for the country mentioned specifically.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------Questions 23: Shares of married and unmarried daughters in inheritance
From: Rasheed, India
Assalamuallikum, Is the share of the property to given to a married daughter and unmarried
daughter same .If not what should be shares? Please reply by e-mail
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Abdul Rasheed,
In giving gifts during one’s life time, a parent should give his/her children equal value regardless
of their gender or marriage. It should be the same for boys and girls and no difference between
married and single. In Inheritance, that is distribution after death, a boy gets twice as much as a
girl also regardless of marriage.
Another issue may relate to this, if a parent spent for the marriage of a child, and there are
other children not married yet, he/she should also spend on their marriage in a similar was as
the earlier ones. You cannot make this in a last will because it disturbs the obligatory shares, I
believe that one must make a gift to the unmarried equivalent to what she/he spent for the
marriage of others.
Wa Allah A’lam

Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
****************************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Sept. 30, 2015
Questions 1: Inheritance and will
From: Hana
ASA, my question is about Shari’ah inheritance law and wills. My mother recently passed away
Allah yarahma leaving 3 daughters, however in her will she left her whole estate to us and we
realized that her will isn't Shari’ah compliant. My father and grandparents passed away many
years ago and she has no sons. My mother has 2 full sisters, 4 paternal brothers and 6 paternal
sisters. Before my mother passed away her intentions was to use her money to pay off our
mortgages due to interest/Riba. My older sister suffers from mental problems and someone
took advantage of her so she had a baby (3 yrs.) who I am raising and in the will my mother spilt
my older sister's share with her daughter which we have to put in a trust fund for them both.
Throughout my mother’s life she has never relied on anyone and worked extremely hard to
provide us a better life and opportunities. My parents got divorced when we were very young
and my mother didn't receive much help from her family when it came to raising us. A. Are all
her siblings entitled to a share of her estate whether paternal brothers/sisters or full sisters?
What would her siblings share work out to be? B. Can we act on my mother’s intentions to pay
off our mortgages with her money? We want to do the right thing by not dishonoring my
mother's wishes to reduce our mortgages/Riba, ensure my mentally ill sister is provided for,
however we are also fearful of consequences of not correcting the will to ensure its
Shari’ahcomplaint.JZK
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Hana
As the case is described and as the mortgage debt is on the deceased (your mother, Rahimaha
Allah) you start with payment of funeral expenses, then the mortgage debt. Then the
Wasiyyah, which is valid for the baby because he is not an heir but not valid for your sister
because she inherits as an heir although she has mental problem; of course this Wasiyyah must
not exceed one third of the balance after expenses and mortgage debt. The Balance after
payment of these three items is divided in three equal parts one third goes to the two full
sisters to be divided equally between them and the two thirds is to be divided between the
three of you daughters of the deceased, also equally between you. Other siblings of the
deceased are all blocked by the presence of the two full sisters.
Please remember that this distribution is mandatory as it is simply an application of verses 4:1114. Please read especially verses 13 and 14 and realizes how strong their obligation is.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf

-----------------------------------------------------Questions 2: Leasing Contract
From: Guest 1
As-salamu `Alaykum. I am a business man in Spain and we need to buy some machinery for
manufacturing purpose. As I don’t take loans because of Riba, it’s very tough for us to work
because no bank has interest-free plans here. So, we are looking for leasing options but I have
my doubts on leasing in Spain here. They make a leasing contract in which they are the owners
but after the leasing period finishes, I don’t have to pay anything and I can stay with the
machinery. Is it halal?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Brother
Leasing as a principle is permissible with or without ownership at the end of lease. Of course to
give an opinion about a specific contract I need to see that contract for checking any side
conditions and usually there are such side conditions some of them may be hard to overcome
from Shari’ah point of view.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------Questions 3: Is it ok to place a box for alms in our mosque?
From: Guest 2
Assalam Alaykum! Is it ok to place a box for alms in our mosque? Imam of the mosque refused
us in it without any explanation.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Brother
As a principle, it is permissible provided the mosque management uses the funds exactly as it
promises in what is written on it. unfortunately many mosques do not fulfill such promises and
his may be the reason your Imam resists it.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
--------------------------------------------------Questions 4: prize for referring a new bank account customer
From: Guest 3
Assalam o Alaykum sir ,
pioneer is an American Bank Account and it is free for everyone to create it and whenever you
referral it to someone your friend then Pioneer will give you 25$ and my question is that Is
these 25$ are haram or halal.

My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br.
It depends on what kind of account is it and also on how much is this $25 disclosed to the
referred persons. I need more info before giving an opinion.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------Questions 5: Organ donation
From: Muhammad, Pakistan
Is it right to donate the body organs at death? Isn’t that is the disrespect of dead body?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Muhammad,
Please remember that helping the living is more important. It is disrespect to the dead if we
play with these organs. But if we use them to help a living person it is a glorious work. The OIC
Fiqh Academy resolved that it is permissible and encouraged except for the sex organs because
they are very private.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------Questions 6: Sale of cigarettes
From: Murshid
Assalaamualaikum varahmathuLLAH I own a grocery shop which also sale cigarette, I
understood that income from the sale of cigarette is haram. But, if I stop it, it will affect my
business. So, what if I calculate the percentage of profit which I get from sale of cigarette and I
use that much percentage of money from my income/profit which I individually make to be
spent in charity? Can I do it. I know I can't expect to have any reward from that charity but, I
can make sure that I am not consuming haram. Is it possible? If not, tell me that
too.InShaAllahMail me.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Murshid,
That is not right and not appropriate. Cigarettes are Haram and their price, all of it is Haram not
only the profit. this is one. Second, once you own such a Haram harmful item you are required
to destroy it. this means the action of selling it is itself Haram. Please abstain from selling

cigarettes and Allah will not let you down, Whatever Rizq is assigned to you by God will reach
you wherever you are.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------------Questions 7: Student loan
From: Amina, UK
Assalam o Alaykum currently planning to go University this year September to study Accounting
and finance Bs. I had applied for tuition fee loan from ?student finance England?, but as soon as
I found out that the loan would charge interest I refused to take the loan. For past few weeks
I’ve been trying to find an Islamic bank or organization, where I could apply for a halal/free of
interest loan, but I fail to meet their requirement such as providing a guarantor. I then started
looking for scholarships and I came through the National Zakah Foundation Scholarship. Now
My Question is that I can apply for such a Scholarship? Because my parents and brother are
saying that ?we cannot apply for Zakah as we are not poor?. But we don’t have any money or
saving to fund my education. My mum is saying that it is OK to take a tuition fee loan with
interest as you are in need of it. Also one of my friend told me to take the tuition fee loan and
don’t pay back the loan at the end or just pay back œ27,000 and don’t pay the interest. I am
very lost what should I do? I wait to hear from you soon. InShaAllah
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Amina,
I think the solution is to find a work study program that may suit you. A Scholarship from the
Zakah fund is OK if you qualify for it. Just give the fund the true info and let them take a
decision. They should know how to determine your eligibility. If there is a legal way that you
may take a tuition loan and avoid paying its interest, this may not be a bad option too. BUT
DEFINITELY I DO NOT BELIEVE that an interest-based loan is permissible to start education.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
----------------------------------------------Questions 8: Working in the IFC
From: Imran, India
Working in IFC
Assalam Alaykum Wa Rahmatullah Wa Barakatuh, Sheikh I have a question regarding accepting
an offer from one of the Financial Institutions (International Finance Corporation) Group of
World Bank. I have been offered a role of IT Analyst Data and Information Management
position in IFC (World Bank Group) wherein below is my role is IT Analyst who analyzes the data
for Measure the countries poverty. Poverty mapping Analyze the countries investment sector in
order to development of the country i.e. with a concentration in the infrastructure, human
development, agriculture, and public administration sectors. Investment on the under

developed country government projects. In this company we have investor across the world
including GULF countries like Saudi Arabia, Qatar, USA & other developed countries who help
other under developed countries. Waiting for your respond. Regards, Imran
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Imran,
Working in the IT department in the IFC is not Haram although it is an interest-based
corporation, rather what you described may make recommended.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------Questions 9: working as admin in a brewery
From: Naz, UK
Assalamualaykum Is it haram or dislikable to work as admin in a brewery? I will not be involved
in any selling of alcohol just the administration of the company. Jazakallah
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Naz,
I believe it is covered by the 10 areas of prohibition that the Prophet, pbuh, referred to in
regards to the prohibition of liquor even if it were in the human resource or IT departments.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------Questions 10: I stole in the past
From: Ali, Pakistan
Sir my problem is that my age is 24 and when I was in high school and school I used steal a lot.
Mobile phones, cash and everything else. Total usd around 5000. Now my problem is that I am
unable to find those People and I cannot repay them. What should I do now? Please Help
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ali,
These are rights of people. and let us remember that As God kept your secret all these days do
not let it be known now. First do whatever you can in case that you can identify those
individuals, send them gifts or drop money to their places. Those that you cannot identify
compensate for them by giving Sadaqah to the poor and needy and pray to Allah to make the
reward reach them. He will InShaAllah deliver it on your behalf. With all that make sincere

Istighfar and do not let anybody know about it.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------Questions 11: Can any person buy his sacrificial animals on credit?
From: FEROOZ, India
Asalaamualikum.... Sir/ Madam.... Can any person buy his sacrificial animals on credit, by giving
him any date for money...
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ahmed,
As long as you can pay it on due date, what is wrong with that? The answer is yes.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
****************************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Oct. 29, 2015
Question 1: Zakah recipients
From: Guest 1
Aoa I want to ask who is eligible for Zakah in Islam specially people in family or surrounding s
Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br./Sr.
The Poor and needy are the first deserving recipient of Zakah. Of course when Zakah is paid
individually without government collection and distribution other six categories are included as
mentioned in the Qur’an, 9:60 ()we exclude the category of workers on collection and
distribution which applies only to government). Preference within the categories of poor and
needy is to the most pressing basic survival needs. Also there is a preference to kin relatives
and close neighbors. As mentioned by the Prophet, pbuh.
There is a fundamental rule that MUST be observed when one distributes one’s own Zakah:
he/she must not benefit from the distribution directly or indirectly. This rules implies that
wherever the financial responsibility lies on the Zakah giver, that person should be excluded
from being an eligible recipient. This exclusion covers: wife (not husband because she is not
required to spend on him), children, parents any grandparents at any level, minor siblings,
female adult siblings and according to some schools of Fiqh Aunts and uncles are also included.
Also excluded according to this rule a debtor of the Zakah payer, if it is implicitly understood
that the debtor is going to pay the debt out of Zakah money received from the creditor.

Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------Question 2: what price of gold to calculate amount of Zakah on jewelry
From: Guest 2
Assalam Alaykum,
Please explain, what price of gold should I take in calculating the Zakah on my wife's Jewelry.
That day's closing price of gold on the stock exchange or the selling price from the store where
my wife purchased the jewelry, because there is a difference in price.
Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br.
Yes, there is a difference but please when you pay Zakah do not deal with Allah to the penny!
Take the highest among the two prices unless you actually sell the jewelry. Also make some
extra few Dollars payment above what you calculate to be on the save precautionary side.
Whatever extra is considered Sadaqah that is rewarded too!
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------Question 3: What Surah should I read to become rich?
From: Guest 3
Assalam Alaykum! What surah or ayah should I read to improve my financial state?
Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Brother
You should do heard and good work and with it depend on God. Reading Ayahs and Surahs
while sitting do not bring food on the table. It is hard work with high qualifications that do. Start
working on improving your abilities and qualifications, then do hard sincere and honest work
throughout the process always remember that Allah is the true giver/preventer, depend on Him
always ask Him to make your earning Halal and bountiful.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
---------------------------------------------------Question 4: Wife pays husband’s Zakah without his knowledge
From: Guest
Salamuleikamo I have a question regarding Zakah my brother is eligible to pay Zakah but he

doesn't want to, but his wife wants to pay the Zakah on his behalf from his money without his
knowledge is it permissible? Please replay thank u
Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Neia,
This is always permissible and let us pray that this relieves him from the obligation or at least
helps him change his intention. Zakah is a form of worship like prayers. It requires full aware
intention. If one stands and make all the movements and readings of prayers without intention
it cannot be considered Prayer. Same applies to Zakah and other worships. You know that the
place of religion is always in the heart and the expressions of it (all worships) must always be
consistent with what is in the heart.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------------Question 5: Zakah on inherited investment
when my father died we had got 10lacs rupees we had invested it in a gold making company.
The amount getting return from it only can finish our day to day expense and it is the only
income source for us. My mother is giving Zakah for her amount because she has other source
but we three children will get the remaining according to Shari’ah. Whether we want to pay
Zakah on the invested amount. The amount we had gotten from company.
Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Ameer,
The rate of Zakah is very small, just 2.5% per year and you are much better than many people in
the Sub Continent that are very deprived. Paying this amount of Zakah to people who are in
harder needs is a Shari’ah requirement and should be done by any Muslim who owns more
than the exempt amount (Nisab) and apparently the share of each of the sibling is abundantly
more than the Nisab. It is an obligation like prayers. Even if you are minors it is still required to
be paid because IT IS THE RIGHT OF THOSE PEOPLE WHO ARE IN A WORSE SITUATION THAN
YOU. Try to make the payment gradual whenever you receive any income so that you may not
fee its burden and give it with sincere intention to obey God and remember always that He will
not let you down.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------Question 6: Interest on saving account, is it Riba?
Interest on your savings
Assalam Alaykum Wa Rahmatullah, I have a very Important question to ask I have a savings

account in Indian bank, I get Interest on my savings. I was in understanding till now that we are
not allowed to use this. but a Imam has said that since you are dealing with a non-Muslim bank
and you are not fixed the amount of return on your savings. This is not Riba and you can use as
well as give charity to your Muslim brother. Please clear my doubt created, Jazaka Allah Khair
Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Syed,
I do not agree with this argument. Interest is Riba as long as it is an increment on a debt (the
amount in the saving account). This definition comes from the Qur’an itself (2:279). There is no
exception of being in America or India or Saudi Arabia. Such exceptions are fabrications of
people and have no source in the Qur’an or Sunnah. And Riba spoils you good money when it is
left with it. the Prophet, pbuh, told us that any flesh raised on Riba deserves to be in the Hell
Fire. You should keep your own money clean by giving the earned interest to Muslim charity or
directly to Muslim poor and needy.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------Question 7: Invoices, factoring etc.
Assalam Alaykum. Is all types of invoices haram? Which types are haram or halal? Is it haram to
work in a company that deals with invoices and are factoring there customers, even if you are
not the one that is dealing with invoices or are witnessing them? Barak' Allah feek Assalam
Alaykum.
Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Sara,
You should have explained what do you mean by invoices as the word and its use in business
does not include anything that is suspicious. May be in your area it is used for another meaning.
Factoring is not permissible because it is plain interest (Riba). it is simply a form of discounting
invoices issued on future payment to customers to get the present value of the debt that is
created on the customer by the sale on credit. In other word it is a kind of discounting the
accounts receivable for a present value and the difference is just interest..
Of course there are Shari’ah compliant methods that achieve providing the seller with liquidity.
This is not a place of discussing these methods.
Working in a company whole business is permissible like textile or computers, is permissible
even if the company does some non-permissible actions such as factoring while it is not
permissible for a Muslim to do the Haram function itself (you may work in such a company as
long as you do not do the factoring) and the salary received for the work is Halal as long as one
performs duties required by the contract with the employer.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin

Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
**********************************************************

Live Fatwa, OnIslam Session Dec. 3, 2015
Question 1: Zakah-ul-Fitr amount Differences in two mosques
From: Noman
My question is with regards to Zakah-ul-Fitr. Why is there difference in amount of Zakah-ul-Fitr
recommended by two bodies in Calgary? I usually pray at 8&8 Musalla which is affiliated with
iisc.ca. They say it is $10 CAD. Whereas Muslims of Calgary say it is $15 CAD. How is it
calculated and why is there a difference?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Noman
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
The Prophet, pbuh, imposed Sadaqat al Fitr as one Sa? of wheat, barley, date, raisin or dried
yoghurt. This is almost an exact translation of a correct Hadith. Ulama explained that the choice
is for the payer but it must be one of these items that people use as a main foodstuff in the
area. So that if people normally use wheat it is better to give wheat and if they use date then
better give date. It is also almost agreed upon that you may pay the price of that main item
used in the area in cash especially if this is easier and better for the poor. Please keep in mind
that the Sa? is a measure of volume used for all these items at the time of the Prophet, pbuh, it
equals 2.25 KG.
Unfortunately, in most mosques in North America Imams forgot this Hadith and use instead an
amount that is sufficient for one day fast food (2, 3 or 4 hamburger sandwiches because on day
is defined in Fiqh as 2 meals) (btw, this is the reason of differences between different mosques)
which is used in Kaffarat of broken oath or broken fast in Ramadan.
I believe that we, in North America, must revive this Hadith and its Sunnah (very few Imams do
that) by informing people in Ramadan of this Hadith, explaining it and suggesting the Market
retail price of about 2.5 Kg of (= 5 pounds) to be on the safe side as it is in local markets.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-----------------------------------------------------Question 2: Buying foreclosure home from non-Islamic bank on fixed term installments
From: Saqib
I am looking for little guidance as I want to own a home in Calgary for my family. I am unable to
find a 100% Islamic mortgage option so far and now one of my close Muslim brothers told me
that we can buy a foreclosure home from a bank on a fixed 5 year term. In my case TD bank is
the owner and they will do the 5 years installments for me including base price portion and
their profit (interest)...is this allowed in Islam? If not, then what other option do I have to buy
home on installments?

My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Saqib
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
If the Bank accepts to sell you a house that it owns on installments for a larger price than the
cash price, you should accept it, it is not Haram at all.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
-------------------------------------------------Question 3: Costco membership fees
From: Nora
To be a member in Costco you must pay $55 per year but there is another membership that
costs $110 and it gives cash back at the end of the year (3% of money spent during the year). If
one does the $110 membership to get cash back, is that considered a form of gambling (giving
money to get money)? Or it is permissible? Knowing that, if one does a lot of shopping, he
could get cash back over $140 which covers the difference in membership cost and the rest is
profit for the member.
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Sr. Nora
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
You are raising an interesting issue I never thought of it. If the only benefit of the executive
membership is this cash rebate I wouldn’t like it as it seems to me like Riba; you pay $55 to get
undetermined amount which is usually more than 55. If there are other advantages in addition
to this I don’t mind it as this makes this rebate a side benefit..
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------Question 4: Working as a Cashier receiving payment thru credit cards
From: Jalal
Is it haram to work as a cashier in a store that sells none-food items such as furniture, office
supplies, ?households,? etc. taking into consideration that many customers pay by their credit
cards and most ?probably paying outside the grace period (i.e. committing Riba). Is my job in
this case halal as I receive ?their payment through their Credit Cards.?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in

Dear Br. Jalal
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
As a cashier, you receive payment, by any means, on behalf of employer for permissible items
sold. You have no right to follow up on people what they do with these permissible items or
with their finance between them and other entities including the credit card bank. you have no
right even to ask or check or make any interference in other people business. This is the
position of Shari’ah which has more respect to privacy than any other moral system. You have
no right even to ask about the source of money unless there is a government requirement to do
so. In our Fiqh, we do not check on other people and do not intrude in their privacies.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
------------------------------------------------------------------Question 5: Car Lease
From: Zakir
Due to job market condition, I can't find a suitable job for me here, so I took a job outside
Canada. My wife with two kids live in Calgary, InShaAllah, my son will get into University this
year. Since the car I have become old and my job outside Canada pushed me in a situation to
have another reliable car to commute. I do not have sufficient cash to buy a car in full amount.
My question is: shall I opt a car for lease putting down payment the amount I have to reduce
finance exposure?
My Answer:
Bismillah al Rahman al Rahim
Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin, wa al Salatu wa al Salamu ‘ala Sayyidina Muhammad, wa ‘ala
Aalihi wa Sahbihi Ajma'in
Dear Br. Zakir
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatu Allah wa Barakatuh
Lease for cars and other assets is permissible. Car lease in Canada and the US usually have two
closes that violate Shari’ah one is filling the gap which is rare and applies in case of an accident
that may happen shortly after taking the car (you may neglect it out of necessity). The second is
interest for payment delay. This you should be careful about and be sure that no delinquency
happens. You can do that by authorizing your bank to make regular payment on time or the car
dealership to charge your bank account on time.
Wa Allah A’lam
Wa Alhamdu Lillahi Rabb al Alamin
Wassalam
Prof. Dr. Monzer Kahf
****************************************************

